
July 19 Worship 

7
th

 Sunday After Pentecost 

 

  Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to 

generation. 

Amen. 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Reconciling God, 

we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 

and we deny your presence in our lives. 

We place our hope in ourselves 

and rely on our own efforts. 

We fail to believe that you provide enough for 

all. 

We abuse your good creation for our own 

benefit. 

We fear difference and do not welcome others 

as you have welcomed us. 

We sin in thought, word, and deed. 

By your grace, forgive us; 

through your love, renew us; 

and in your Spirit, lead us; 

so that we may live and serve you in newness of 

life. Amen. 
 

Beloved of God, 

by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 

Our sins are forgiven. 

Let us live now in hope. 

For hope does not disappoint, 

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit 

nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

Amen. 

Lesson – Isaiah 44:6-8 

6
Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, 

  and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 

 I am the first and I am the last; 

  besides me there is no god. 

 
7
Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, 

  let them declare and set it forth before me. 

 Who has announced from of old the things to come? 

  Let them tell us what is yet to be. 

 
8
Do not fear, or be afraid; 

  have I not told you from of old and declared it? 

  You are my witnesses! 

 Is there any god besides me? 

  There is no other rock; I know not one. 

Gospel – Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

24
[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who 

sowed good seed in his field;
25

but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the 

wheat, and then went away. 
26

So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as 



well. 
27

And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your 

field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 
28

He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to 

him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 
29

But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would 

uproot the wheat along with them. 
30

Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will 

tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my 

barn.’ ” 

  
36

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us 

the parable of the weeds of the field.” 
37

He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of 

Man; 
38

the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of 

the evil one, 
39

and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are 

angels. 
40

Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 
41

The Son of 

Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
42

and they 

will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
43

Then the righteous 

will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

This week marks the final installment of our “Unintended Sermon Series: To live as Jesus lived.”  

That may change next week. Because, as is the case with an unintended thing, you can't really declare it done, 

especially when that unintended thing is a sermon series on living the way that Jesus lived, because all gospel 

texts are essentially lessons on living as Jesus lived. So, we will probably come back to the sermon series again 

next week and the week after that, and the week after that.  

Again, real quick review to get us to this point in our sermon series – “To live as Jesus lived” – we have been 

reminded to,  

1) as we carry with us this message of God's love for God's people to shake the dust off our feet in the 

places where we are not welcomed. 

2) welcome people as we would welcome Jesus. 

3) rest.  

4) sow seeds of inclusion, compassion, unmerited grace, and unconditional love.  

This week Jesus revisits this planting seeds concept, and he revisits again through a parable. But, in doing so, 

Jesus makes a statement that we hear from him with relative frequency.  

In the midst of sharing this parable and explaining this parallel - did you notice that whenever he tells a parable 

there's another section where he has to explain it?) - his disciples and those who are hearing what it is he has to 

say, they never understand it. So, he has to go back and say, “this is what I'm trying to tell you.” And last week 

at the end of the telling of the parable, he said, “let all who have ears listen.” This week at the end of his 

explanation of the parable, he says, “let anyone with ears listen.” This is a state Jesus throughout the Gospels 

frequently makes. 

And it's made enough to the point that I don't think we can ignore it. We can't ignore the fact that when Jesus 

tells these things, when he's telling these stories, using these parables, to get a point across, he frequently uses 

this phrase, “let all who have ears, let anyone who hears, let anyone with ears listen.  

He says it enough times that we can't not pay attention to it. Now as a communication studies major - which if 

you've ever noticed whenever there is a “Top Ten list of most useless degrees” communication studies is 

usually near the top – but, in six out of every five communication classes, the first class session would start with 

some form of definition of, and comparison between -  hearing and listening.  



Hearing is the science of the reception (and of the processes) of a message. That is hearing. And when hearing 

becomes difficult, we have hearing AIDS, right? We have things that will make hearing easier. They will 

amplify the waves as they come in and will assist the science in helping us to hear what it is that is coming into 

our ears.  

Listening is the internalization - the taking of that message that comes into the ears and then internalizing them 

and giving them some thought. 

So, hearing is simply the science of a wave coming into the brain and the making of a message of it. 

Listening is the internalization of that message, and really taking the time to say, “what is this that I'm hearing? 

What is this message? What does it mean to listen?”  

Listening is an incredibly important thing that we, as people of faith - carrying with us this message that we've 

heard can be divisive - carrying with us this message that we've heard could have people not wanting us to 

linger - that carrying with us this message that Jesus tells us to welcome others - carrying with us this message 

that rest is important. Listening is important. 

And Jesus says, “let all who have ears, listen, let all, who can perform the science of hearing, whether aided or 

not, whether through sound waves or sign language,” Jesus says, “let all who have ears, let all who can hear, 

take that next step and listen.” Because listening is the internalization of that which we hear.  

So Jesus, having told these stories, having given these examples, having used these illustrations, says, “I need 

you to listen. I need you to do more than just hear. I need you to listen.”  

And as I thought about this over the last few days, in preparation for this message I found myself thinking of the 

Rush Hour movies. They starred Jackie Chan and Michael Tucker, and at one point they're talking back and 

forth and finally Michael Tucker looks at Jackie Chan and he screams, “do you understand the words that are 

coming out of my mouth?!?!” 

You kind of get the sense that Jesus is doing that same thing with his disciples. Do you understand what I'm 

saying? Do you get the point? And it's a valid question because, it seems, in every parable situation that we 

have, Jesus has to go on and say, “okay, this is what I mean.” 

And it's no different today. When we have the parable of the weeds among the wheat and Jesus lays it out for us 

who all the characters are and what each analogy actually means it's a challenge. 

Who are you going to be in this parable of the weeds among the wheat?  

In your process of hearing messages and hearing the world around you, what are you going to do with that 

listening step?  

Or are we only going to hear?  

Are we only going to hear the noise and let the noise form how it is that God's love lives out through us in this 

world?  

Or are we going to pause and listen, where we give ourselves the opportunity to internalize the hearing that 

happens?  

Are we going to give ourselves the opportunity to internalize how it is that a person of faith might look at those 

things which we hear, those experiences that we have?  

Jesus tells us, “let all who have ears listen (through whichever form that hearing happens). Let all who hear this 

message truly listen.” 



Jesus is talking about the message that he shares. But to us, he's also saying that we need to do more than just 

hear the noise. We need, as people of faith, to listen. We need, as people of faith, to look at this through the lens 

of God's love for God's people and see how it is that these messages shape the world around us, because the 

truth is if we only hear and react the result is not always a positive one.  

If we only hear a message and immediately respond, it often leads to a miscommunication or a twisting of 

words to fit one’s narrative. But if we listen, if we hear a message, internalize it, put it through the lens of being 

a people of faith called, gathered, and sent out into the world with a love that is for all people. If we listen those 

things we hear come out the other side perhaps a positive, or at the very least with some sense of understanding.  

We hear a lot in this world and I'm afraid that we are listening less and less and less. As people of faith, given 

this message of God's love for God's people and commandment, a mandate, to go out into the world and shake 

dust where we're not welcomed, welcome as we would welcome Jesus, rest as Jesus rested, and be mindful of 

the seeds that we are sewing - If we do that without listening are we giving our best welcome? Are we getting 

our best rest? Are we planting our best seeds? I don't know. I don’t think so. 

But Jesus says let all who have ears listen. It doesn't say for all to hear, but rather let all who can hear, also 

listen, let all who have been given this message and this commandment listen to those who need to hear it. 

Listen to the cries of those around us. Listen to those messages we don't want to hear. And that's the most 

difficult part, that Jesus says, “let all who can hear listen.” 

Rest. Welcome. Don’t beat yourself up when you aren’t welcomed. Plant good seeds. And, listen. 

People of God it is my prayer for you this day and every day - that as we hear the messages of this world around 

us, and the growing sense of there being a message of division, and there being this growing sense of there 

being these messages of worth or lack thereof, and this growing sense of there being these messages of 

belonging and not belonging - It's my hope and it is my prayer that we, as people of faith and we as a church, 

both Good Shepherd the larger church, pay close attention to listening and not just hearing. 

Because if we listen we will truly hear what it is that people are crying out for.  

If we listen we will truly enter into one another's stories.  

If we truly listen we, as the people of God, will grow closer to one another, we will grow as individuals and as 

people of faith and God's love will be made known to people that we never would have imagined. 

And that's what it's for.  

That's what it's about.  

That's why we come to worship whether in the sanctuary when we can be there, or here online. 

To be fed and nourished with a word that gives hope. A word that gives life. A word that renews. A word that 

strengthens. A word that endures any message that might try to drown it out.  

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

God of the harvest, you sow the good seed of the gospel of Jesus Christ into your field. Help your church 

throughout the world to be both diligent and patient, full of resolve and gentleness, that our witness may be 

faithful to your intentions. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
God of all space and time, your whole creation groans in labor pains, awaiting the gift of new birth. Renew the 

earth, sky, and sea, so that all your creation experiences freedom from the bondage of decay. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
God of the nations, teach us your ways, that we may walk in your truth. Mend the fabric of the human family, 

now torn apart by our fearful and warring ways. Guide us by your mercy, grace, and steadfast love. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
God of hope, you accompany those who suffer and are near to the brokenhearted. Open our hearts to your 

children who are lonely and abandoned, who feel trapped by despair, and all who suffer in any way, whom we 

name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
God of the seasons, in the midst of summer, give us refreshment, renewal, and new opportunities. We pray for 

the safety of those who travel. We pray for those who cannot take the rest they need. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
God of life, those who have died in you shine like the sun in your endless kingdom. We remember with 

thanksgiving the saints of all times and places and saints close to us. Gather us with them on the day of 

salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Blessing 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 



At Home Communion Liturgy  

+ WORDS OF INSTITUTION +  

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you Do this for the remembrance 

of me.”  

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes.  

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grape juice) +  

LORD’S PRAYER +  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION + In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into the darkness, 

provide water that brings new life, and give bread that nourishes your people and frees us from our fear. Help us 

be witnesses of the resurrection and empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our 

risen Lord. AMEN +  

BLESSING EACH OTHER + Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the 

cross on another’s forehead or the back of their hand saying, “Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus love 

you and will love you forever.” Take turns until each household member has been blessed. 


