
October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 



October 25th Worship 

Reformation Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the love 
of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the 
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your 
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Lesson – Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being will be justified in 

his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart 

from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 

through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 

sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 

by the law. 

Gospel – John 8:31-36 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be 

made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 

makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

It's no secret to anyone that over the last seven months we've been in the midst of some reforming. We've had to 

re-form the way in which we do just about everything we've grown accustomed to. We've had to re-form the 

way that we go grocery shopping. We've had to re-form the way that we gather with family. We've had to re-

form the way that we greet a stranger on a sidewalk. We've had to re-form just about every single social 

interaction norm that we have grown accustomed to. 



And, we've had to re-form the way we think of how we do church.  

And so this Reformation Sunday, I've been thinking about how it's been. As a parent I had a heightened sense of 

angst as we approached the beginning of the school year. We didn't know how it was going to be. Having a first 

grader in the Eau Claire Area School District we did know that we were going to have our student in school on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. We knew that in some way shape or form, we were going to be 

doing the instruction at home on Wednesdays. We knew there would be some interaction with her teacher, but 

ultimately we had no clue what this school year would be like.  

And it wasn't long before I realized that our young people would lead us through this. It didn't take long for me 

to realize that there were going to be instances where I was going to be student and my student was going to be 

teacher. As I had more and more conversations with fellow parents and with teachers, I realized that this was 

not an isolated incident. As we were grappling with, as a society, the need to wear masks to care for our 

neighbors, our students, our young people, had education as they knew it flipped upside down, and masks were 

an afterthought.  

We realized that our young people were going to lead us through this. 

I started wondering recently what this all means for the church.  

What if, as church, our young people are leading us through this re-formation that we are in the midst of. You 

see, when we look at the word reform, and break it apart, we are reminded that it means to form again. You 

knew that.  

It is to re-think.. 

It is to re-create…  

It is to re-do… 

How it is that things have been done. 

In leading us through this re-forming, our young people are reminding us of what is at the core of those things 

that are being re-formed. 

This past Sunday I was reminded of this as we were watching worship. During the Baptism I received a 

reminder that the kids are going to be alright. If you've worshiped at Good Shepherd and have been here for a 

baptism, you know that the gathered people of God come and surround the baptismal family at the font. In the 

past few years we've invited children who are present to come and splash in the water and bring the water to life 

as we pray over it.  

As we sat at home watching worship Jackson noticed the big brother of the baptized was splashing in the waters 

of Holy Baptism. Jackson looked me in the eye and said, “Daddy, I want to splash in the water.” So we did. We 

didn’t have a cup or bowl at the ready so we went to the sink and splashed in the running water of the kitchen 

sink. And here’s how that went: 

“Jack, what are you doing?” 

“I’m splashing in the water!” 

“Why?” 

“Because the people on the computer were splashing in the water.” 

“Why were they splashing in the water?” 



“Because of the Baptism!” 

“And that made you want to splash in the water, too?” 

“Yup.” 

He saw a baptism and he wanted to play in the water like he would have had he been in the sanctuary. Now, you 

can say and believe what you want to believe about that moment. You can believe that of course a kid sees other 

kids playing in the water and is going to want to do the same. Or, you can believe that that kid saw baptism 

taking place and that kid knew that in baptism we are washed free from sin. You can believe that he has heard 

those words in worship and knows that we are daily re-formed, and daily reminded of the new birth and new 

life that we have in Jesus Christ.  

I know which of those things I choose to believe. 

But here is WHY I choose to believe that this child knows what is going on. Because it isn’t just the Pastor’s 

kid that gets it. Jackson wanting to play in the water when he saw the older brother of the baptized splashing in 

the water isn’t just because Jackson is the Pastor’s kid. I have seen that it isn’t JUST Jackson that sees the 

wonder and mystery of this Sacrament. 

Earlier this summer, when Cooper's little sister Tinley was baptized, Cooper (4 years old) and I had a chat about 

what it means when we gave his sister her Baptismal Candle. I echoed the words that we say during the 

baptismal service that she is to “let her light so shine before others that they would see her good works and 

glorify her God who is in heaven”…and his face lit up. 

I saw it as we baptized Colin’s baby sister Aspen and Colin (2 years old) got to splash in the Holy Water, and 

was told the blessing that we like to use here at Good Shepherd. “Child of God + marked as God’s own + Jesus 

loves you and will love you forever” as the sign of the cross is traced on his forehead. His teacher parents 

continued to help him and soon Colin was making his own cross on his forehead with eyes aglow. 

I saw it in Beckett who was Baptized a while back. During the sermon on his Baptism Day, Beckett was nearly 

inconsolable. I got to give Beckett’s parents a break as the promise of Baptism was discussed, and as he looked 

down at the water, and dipped a finger in, his crying stopped. Immediately. He looked up at the gathered 

assembly and smiled. His tears were gone. You can’t tell me in that moment that Beckett didn’t know the 

promise of Baptism. 

I saw this wonder and amazement in Jackson and Maggie when their baby brother Tommy was baptized and 

afterwards their faced completely lit up for photos. 

I see it in Brian and Ethan when we are here for worship and there is a baptism and it takes everything in their 

parents' power to hold them back from getting to the font and splashing in the waters of Baptism.  

It's not because kids don't know how to behave. It's because kids know the promise. 

And the beautiful thing is…So do you.  

You know the promise that they are experiencing. You know the promise that they experienced when they 

splash in that water - When they remind themselves that they have been marked and claimed and called and sent 

out into the world as God's children. You, too, know that promise. That is the reformation message - that we 

are, each and every single day, no matter what we've done or think we have to do, God claims us as God's own 

and loves us unconditionally.  

It is not a thing we have to earn. 



It is a thing that in our baptism is permanently planted on our foreheads.  

These kids know it, and some of them, it takes every fiber of our being to keep them restrained because they are 

so excited about that promise.  

So people of God, not only will our children lead us in this time of re-forming how it is that we look at every 

single norm that we've grown accustomed to, but our children are leading us back to the promise around which 

we gather. Our children lead us back to the promise that we have been marked, that we have been claimed, that 

we have been called, that we have been sent out into God's world to be God's church.  

Our kids get it. And so do you.  

If you are hearing this message today you know the good news of the message or you know that you are here to 

hear some good news. And that is the message. That is the word for you this day. God loves you. That's the 

reformation - that we bask in the glow of God's love for God's people - that when we see water, we dip a finger 

in and make the sign of the cross on our forehead, tracing the marks that were made in our own baptism, 

echoing the words that were said that, “you are a child of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ.”  

People of God, carry with you this day and every day that reformation message. The God's unconditional love 

transcends any transforming that we have been thrust into in this time of unrest, in this time of uncertainty, in 

this time of unknown, and in this time of fear.  

God loves each and every one of us, no matter what. Our kids know it and our kids continually lead us back to 

it. 

Thanks. Be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working 

of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy habitation 

for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all from slavery 

and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those who are ill that 

we name now both silently and aloud. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their commitment to the 

one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who have shown 

us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4th Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering is being split between our commitment to the Northwest 

Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response. We give thanks for your generosity towards all ministries 

of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare 

us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the 

midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

In the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you shine light into darkness, provide water that brings new life, and 

give bread that nourishes your people and frees from our fear. Help us be witnesses of the resurrection and 

empower us to show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. AMEN + 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

Mothering God, 



Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

 

All Saints Worship Opportunity 

Join us next Thursday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. for a worship opportunity to commemorate All Saints Day.  

The Sanctuary will be arranged with chairs properly spaced and masks will be required. 

This will be a worship centered around prayer and remembrance.  

Please contact DeAnne to sign up so that we know if we need to add a second opportunity. 

 

Opportunities to Connect! 

Mondays: Coffee and Conversation in the Upper Fellowship Hall at 9 am 

Tuesdays: Lunch and Laughter  

Wednesdays:  Youth and Family Ministries throughout the Day, Bell Choir 

Thursdays:  Sanctuary open for “Prayer Around the Cross” 

*Communion is available each day by appointment 

*All opportunities require a mask and spacing precautions will be in place 

 

Church Pews available for purchase 

If you would like your very own piece of Good Shepherd history in the form of a pew please contact the church 

office.  

The month of October is your opportunity to claim a pew. If you’d like to claim it with your dollars you 

can do that. If you want to claim it because you put money towards them 57 years ago you can do that. 

We have a November 1
st
 target date of having the pews out of the building. 

If you’d like to purchase a chair, chairs for your family, a row of chairs, or a section of chairs we will be happy 

to have those conversations as well.. Each chair costs $70. We’ve already had 30 chairs purchased.  

Any funds raised over the cost of the chairs will be put towards the remaining balance on the Boiler Loan 

from the Good Shepherd Endowment Fund. 

 


