
November 22
nd

 Worship 

Christ the King Sunday 

  Introduction to the Day 

On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In the end, the faithful are 

those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the first 

reading God is the shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We gather this 

day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet we await the consummation of all things yet 

to come. Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be known in our loving 

words and deeds. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

in whose image we are made, 

who claims us and calls us beloved. 

Amen. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, 

we confess that we are not awake for you. 

We are not faithful in using your gifts. 

We forget the least of our siblings. 

We do not see your beautiful image in one 

another. 

We are infected by sin 

that divides your beloved community. 

Open our hearts to your coming, 

open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, 

open our hands to serve your creation. Amen. 
Beloved, we are God’s children, 

and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. 

Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, 

by Jesus you are welcome, 

in Jesus you are called to rejoice! 

Let us live in the promises prepared for us 

from the foundation of the world. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit the riches of your 

grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to serve the world you have made, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

Lesson – Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

11
Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 

12
As shepherds seek out 

their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all 

the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 
13

I will bring them out from 

the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on 

the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 
14

I will feed them with 

good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing 

land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 
15

I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, 

and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. 
16

I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I 

will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them 

with justice. 

  
20

Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean 

sheep. 
21

Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns until 

you scattered them far and wide, 
22

I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge 



between sheep and sheep. 

  
23

I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be 

their shepherd. 
24

And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, 

the LORD, have spoken.. 

Gospel – Matthew 25:31-46 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 
31

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he 

will sit on the throne of his glory. 
32

All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one 

from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 
33

and he will put the sheep at his right hand and 

the goats at the left. 
34

Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my 

Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 
35

for I was hungry and you gave 

me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 
36

I was 

naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited 

me.’ 
37

Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or 

thirsty and gave you something to drink? 
38

And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or 

naked and gave you clothing? 
39

And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 
40

And the 

king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 

family you did it to me.’ 
41

Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into 

the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 
42

for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty 

and you gave me nothing to drink, 
43

I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give 

me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 
44

Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that 

we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 
45

Then 

he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to 

me.’ 
46

And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God, and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. AMEN 

We've reached the finale of our three-week series, “Out of the ordinary.” Today, Christ the King Sunday, is the 

finale Sunday of the church year, and it is the final Sunday of what we know in the church as ordinary time. 

And if we know anything about where we are at right now, we know that life has been anything but ordinary. 

Life has been anything but normal. Church has not been what any of us most likely would want it to be. As we 

are pushed into this online community, as we struggled to wonder what community is. What are we as church in 

the midst of this? 

So, for the past couple of weeks we've heard from the prophets who challenge us and have pushed us out of this 

ordinary that we once knew. Amos challenged us to imagine a world that strives for justice. A world where 

justice would roll down like a mighty water. We heard from Zephaniah who said that we, in this search for 

justice, cannot be complacent. We cannot just go with things the way they are, but rather it needs to be 

something that we strive for. It needs to be something that we seek. This church in this world that God imagined 

for God's people needs to be something that we are active in. We must actively participate in a church that 

strives for justice. 

So we come to today, Christ the King Sunday, where again we are reminded of a king, our king ,that is nothing 

like what we've come to know and understand kings to be. 



The prophet Ezekiel, “thus says the Lord God, ‘I myself will search for my sheep and I will seek them out. As 

shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will 

rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness.”  

This is not the image of kingship we are customed to. One that goes out and seeks their own. That goes out and 

seeks the lost among them. Our understanding of Kingship is to hold close those who have just a little bit less 

power than us to appear as though we have status. 

And on this Christ the King Sunday, we hear the prophet Ezekiel compare the Lord God to a shepherd who 

seeks out their sheep. “I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep and I will make them lie down, says the Lord, 

God, I will seek the lost and I will bring back the straight. I will bind up the injured and I will strengthen the 

weak.” Our idea, our understanding, our normal, our ordinary is challenged in hearing these words. 

Because it takes action.  

This shepherd that Ezekiel talks about, that God in Christ Jesus is for us. is an active shepherd. 

It's not passive. 

It is certainly not complacent. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Have you ever lost something of great value? 

In our home, one of our children has a little beanie baby Brown puppy. One day, Brown Puppy was lost. We 

were certain that we had looked everywhere for Brown Puppy to the point that we were convinced that Brown 

Puppy had simply vanished. 

But the idea of the beloved Brown Puppy didn't go away and we sat there one evening with the realization that 

stuffed animals can’t grow legs and walk away, this puppy must be somewhere. 

We found Brown Puppy in the crack between the bottom bunk and the wall. He had fallen from his top bunk 

perch and was stuck. He was lost. But, we found him. And the joy of that lost puppy being returned to his 

joyous owner was something to be seen.  

We have a God who seeks us out. That is the challenge to our ordinary – to think that God would seek us out. 

We think it's the other way around. We think that we have to go in search of God…but God seeks us out. God 

looks for us in the midst of this crazy world. God looks for what it is that we are doing for the body of Christ.  

God sees how it is that we are those shepherds.  

God sees how it is that we answer that call.  

God sees how it is that we answer that challenge to seek out the lost  

the ones that have been abandoned  

the ones that have been pushed to the margins  

The one who've been told this isn't for them. 

That's our challenge in this. That is the pushback that our ordinary receives because it is an active seeking. 



So, we hear in our gospel text what this looks like. Jesus lays it out plain and simple for us, what is meant by 

Amos’ words, “let justice roll down,” what is meant by Zephaniah's words, “don’t be complacent.”  

Jesus tells us, “The King will say to those at his right hand, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world.” 

This is what he says to those at his right hand, a place that I think we all want to be, at the right hand of our 

father in heaven. He says this to them  

“For I was hungry and you gave me food.  

I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink.  

I was a stranger and you welcomed me.  

I was naked and you gave me clothing. 

I was sick and you took care of me.  

I was in prison and you visited me.”  

I was in the streets, crying out for justice and you listened to me.  

I was at the doors of your church saying, I want this to be a home for me,” and you opened the doors.  

I was in your midst saying, “this is what church could be,” and you dared let yourself dream.  

I was there when you were pushed out of your normal and your ordinary and you stuck around to see what it 

might be.  

People of God, in this being pushed out of our ordinary, in this being pushed out of our normals, there is a 

constant. In the midst of all of this there is a shepherd. In the midst of our wandering and in the midst of our 

wondering what justice looks like, and in the midst of our wandering and our wondering and our longing and 

desire to simply be complacent and have it all happen for us…  

There is a shepherd who seeks us out. And, in seeking us out, our Shepherd says to us, “you have a role to play 

in this. I've prepared this place for you.” 

The righteous who hear what it is that Jesus says, answer him after they hear – I was hungry and you gave me 

food, thirsty a drink, stranger a welcome, naked some clothing, sick taken care of, in prison visited – the 

righteous will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food?” 

That's not the image we have of a King. That's not the image we have of our God, that God would come to us in 

the hungry and the naked, imprisoned and the stranger, the alien, the one in the street crying out for justice, the 

one at our doors crying out for a place. 

“Lord. When was it that we saw you hungry? When was it that we saw you thirsty. When was it that we saw 

you a stranger or sick or in prison?”  

And the King will answer them, just as the King answers us as we are pushed out of our normal, as we are 

pushed out of our ordinary,  

“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” 



It's a challenge. The challenge is to ask ourselves, “who are the ones in our midst crying out.” But, it's also a 

challenge to wonder, “to whom are we crying? Who is hearing our cries?” 

So, we are given a shepherd. We are given a promise of the constant that remains in our wondering and our 

wandering, and that constant is Jesus Christ – that as we wonder if our fight for justice is enough, that as we 

wonder if we are being complacent, that as we wonder if we are treating the least of these the way we ought – 

the constant is Jesus and the steadfast love of God that endures all things.  

People of God, this Christ the King Sunday, as our understanding of kingship is turned on its head, as we are 

pushed out of our ordinary and our normal, we are given a hope in the words of our Shepherd, who says, 

”what you have done for the least among you you've done for me.” 

And when you feel like it is you that is the least, what does that make you? 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the church, the 

world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. Bless all social ministries of the 

church through which we seek to serve others as we ourselves have been served. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to provide for the needs of all 

people in ways that are sustainable for the earth. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Bring peace to every place where conflict rages. Grant opportunities for ending divisions among us and usher in 

your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of oppression and prejudice. Restore 

our capacity to see your image in those whose dignity we have stripped away. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church. Sustain those who work in 

children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus ministry as they nurture the gifts of young people. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and tended to the sick. Inspire us by 

their example, that we may see your presence in those in need around us. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all creation around 

your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 

Amen. 

Offering and Offertory Prayer 

Our 4
th

 Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering:  

Northwest Synod of Wisconsin and Lutheran Disaster Response.  



God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and shared your abundant 

blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, and give thanks for your 

rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our 

Sovereign and Servant. Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey, strengthen us to care for the 

least of your beloved children, and give us glad and generous hearts as we meet you on the way. 

Amen. 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

May the God of all creation, 

in whose image we are made, 

who claims us and calls us beloved, 

who strengthens us for service, 

give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 

The blessing of God, 

Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 

be with you today and always.  

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Beloved of God, 

go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

We will be suspending our in-person “Opportunities to Connect” until further notice. 

Last call for the purchase/claiming of Church Pews 

Please contact DeAnne in the church office if you would like to claim or purchase a church pew. 

Funds received over the cost of new chairs will be used towards eliminating the debt from the purchase of the 

new boilers. 

Join us NEXT SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29
TH

, for Drive-thru Communion from 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. 


