
January 24th Worship 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 

  Introduction to the Day 

As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show us the implications of 

our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the good news and calling people to 

repentance right after John the Baptist is arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that John was later 

executed, we see at the very outset the cost of discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave everything they 

have known and worked for all their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people. 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the 

fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, 

our light and our salvation. 

Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are 

clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let us 

give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 

your Spirit moved over the waters and by your 

Word you created the world, calling forth life in 

which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah 

and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from 

slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and 

anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters 

and sons, making us heirs of your promise and 

servants of all. 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life 

in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives 

with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus 

Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, 

who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy 

Spirit and forgives us all our sins, strengthen us 

in all goodness and by the power of the Holy 

Spirit keep us in eternal life through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make 

us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Lesson – Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

1
The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 

2
“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and 

proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 
3
So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of 

the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 
4
Jonah began to go into the 

city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 
5
And the 

people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 

  
10

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the 

calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

 



Gospel – Mark 1:14-20 

14
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 

15
and saying, “The 

time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 

 

  
16

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the 

sea—for they were fishermen. 
17

And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for 

people.” 
18

And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 
19

As he went a little farther, he saw James son 

of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 
20

Immediately he called them; and 

they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God, and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. AMEN  

Our gospel texts these last couple of weeks, - looking back to last week a little bit as last week too, the assigned 

gospel text was a calling of the disciples from John's gospel. And this week we hear the gospel text where we 

have Mark’s account of the calling of the disciples as well. So we are somewhat combining the two as we 

approach these narratives today 

The calling of the disciples stories are some of my favorite among the stories that we hear of Jesus' ministry. 

They all happen relatively early on in the Gospels. In John's gospel – the text we would have heard last week 

with the calling of Phillip and Nathanael – is in the first chapter of the book. 

In John chapter one, we have the “in the beginning was the Word – the Word made flesh – the Word lives 

among us” and then we have John the Baptizers testimony in the River Jordan where John testifies to the one 

that is to come after him, and then we have the calling of the first disciples, Andrew and Simon Peter, before we 

come to last week’s text and the calling of Phillip and Nathanael. We find ourselves very early in Jesus ministry 

and we have Jesus calling people that will be a part of this ministry with him.  

This week – Mark's gospel – we look at Mark chapter one and again we have Jesus being baptized immediately 

following which we find him in the wilderness for 40 days where he is tempted. Following that we have where 

our Gospel texts for today starts. We have the beginning of the Galilean ministry which is a couple of verses  

and then we have Jesus calling his first disciples.  

We hear these narratives frequently. 

As we talk about being people of faith, and each of us has our own call stories, our own stories of how we came 

to be in the vocation that we have come to be in, whether that vocation is healthcare worker, or teacher, or 

banker, or trucker, or mechanic, or stay home parent, whatever it might be, we all have our stories where we 

realized that that thing that we do is what we've been called to do. And maybe your story is currently at that 

point of whatever it is that you're doing, maybe isn't it. But we all have our own stories of how we are called 

into those vocations that we find ourselves in. So we always relate that to the story of the disciples. That Jesus 

sees the skills of those that he would eventually call to be his disciples. 

He sees fishermen and says “I'm going to need people who are persistent, who won't give up when nobody is 

biting on the message that they have for them. I'm going to need fishermen who don't give up, who are willing 

to cast their nets to the other side of the boat. I'm going to need lawyers. If I'm going to put together a good 

team, I may need some money people.” 



And Jesus builds this team around him with gifts that he sees in them. And we often in church dwell on that part 

of it. We often dwell on the gifts that Jesus sees in them. And there is a church term, there is a church cliché, 

that Jesus qualifies those who are called and doesn't necessarily call those who are qualified. That Jesus sees 

gifts in us as God's people and uses them. That as God's people and the gifts that we bring to the people of faith, 

to the body of Christ, we are qualified for that which Jesus calls us to do. And we dwell on that part of it.  

But as we look at these gospel texts, these narratives of where Jesus calls his disciples, I think it's important to 

look at what is going on in Jesus’ life.  

Again, in John's gospel, we have John's testimony around the baptism that the one is coming after him who he's 

not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. And Jesus appears. The Lamb of God. And Jesus immediately goes 

and calls people who are going to help him.  

In Mark's gospel we have the baptism, the temptation, the beginning of his Galilean ministry, and did you notice 

how it almost like the beginning of his Galilean ministry before the calling of his first disciples is almost 

glossed over? It is two verses 14 and 15. 

“Now, after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the good news of God and saying the time is 

fulfilled and the kingdom of God has come near and repent all and believe in the good news.” And immediately 

thereafter it moves on. It is important stuff, but we immediately move along to what comes next. It moves on to 

what I think is equally, if not more, important and that is that Jesus realizes  

he can't do it on his own. 

I want you to just sit with that for a little bit. Jesus realized he cannot do it on his own 

As we think of what has happened in the Gospel of John and in the Gospel of Mark before Jesus calls his first 

disciples, he is given every reason to think he absolutely could do it all on his own. This is the word made flesh. 

This is God in human form. The heavens are torn open at his baptism and the Spirit descends upon him like a 

dove. 

And in both narratives, he tries a little bit of what he is called to do before he realizes, “it isn't going to be just 

me.” 

The Son of God realizes he can't do it all on his own.  

He calls his disciples with two phrases. In John's gospel it is “come and see.” Come and see what this is about. 

In Mark's gospel it is “follow me.” Talking to the fishermen in their boats. He says, “follow me and I will make 

you fish for people.” 

Come and see and follow me. Jesus looks at those who will help him carry out his ministry and says, “follow 

me and come and see. You are equipped for this. You are qualified for this. You are called to this.” And this, 

folks, is a message that we need to hear as church, both that we are called and equipped to follow and come and 

see… 

But also that we don't have to do it on our own. It's not a thing that we must do on our own, but rather, to go 

about life as people of faith is to surround ourselves with people who will help us make it happen.  

Perhaps that means surrounding ourselves with people who, when we are down, will pick us up.  

Perhaps that means surrounding ourselves with people who, when we are hungry, will feed us (in every 

understanding of what it means to be hungry – physically, or spiritually, or socially – Whatever it may be.  



We are reminded this day in these gospel texts that Jesus did not change the world on his own, but rather he 

surrounded himself with people that would carry this on when he was gone. 

That's how we get this message. We get this gospel text, we get these stories because people that Jesus 

surrounded himself with saw them worthy to share.  

So, people of God, think of who is around you this day, who is in your circle, who has been called and qualified 

to help you in this life?  

And give thanks. Amen. 

Apostle’s Creed 

Prayers 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all people in 

need. 

For the church throughout the world, for pastors and teachers, for deacons and deaconesses, and for musicians 

and servers, that all proclaim the good news of God’s reconciling love, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
For skies and seas, for birds and fish, for favorable weather and clean water, and for the well-being of creation, 

that God raise up advocates and scientists to guide our care for all the earth, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
For those who provide leadership in our cities and around the world, for nonprofit and nongovernmental 

organizations, for planning commissions and homeless advocates, that God inspire all people in the just use of 

wealth, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
For those who are sick, distressed, or grieving; for the outcast and all who await relief (especially), that in the 

midst of suffering, God’s peace and mercy surround them, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
For our congregation and community, for families big and small, and for the organizations that meet here during 

the week, that God’s steadfast love serve as a model for all relationships, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith whose lives serve as an example of gospel living, that they point us 

to salvation through Christ, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells among us, 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

Offering  

Our 1
st
 Quarter Well Offering / Mission Offering will be determined by you, the people of Good Shepherd. A 

theme for us for the coming year is going to be Extravagant Generosity. Instead of US telling YOU what our 

Mission Offering for the first quarter is going to go to, we are going to have YOU tell US. If there is a local 

cause that you are passionate about, we want to hear about it. At the conclusion of the 1
st
 Quarter, the 

Leadership Team will meet to discuss the causes that folks are passionate about, and determine the distribution 

of funds from there.  

 

 



Offertory Prayer 

O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide. Nourish us 

anew in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend to others with this same love, through Jesus 

Christ, our saving grace. 

Amen. 

At Home Communion Liturgy 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION+ 

(Holding the bread) In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” When we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes. 

(Tear the bread, share with each person – invite them to dip into the cup of wine/grace juice) + 

LORD’S PRAYER + 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION +  

Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our journey. Send us forth 

from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your good news and serve others in your name. 

Amen. 

BLESSING EACH OTHER +  

(Using your pointer finger, dip it in the bowl of water, and make the sign of the cross on another’s forehead or 

the back of their hand)  

“Child of God, marked as God’s own, Jesus loves you, and will love you forever. AMEN”  

Take turns until each person has been blessed. 

Blessing 

God the creator strengthen you;  

Jesus the beloved fill you; 

and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

The Annual Meeting of the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd will be held on the morning of January 31
st
. 

at 11 am. This meeting will be happening via Zoom. YOU DO NOT NEED A COMPUTER TO JOIN A 

ZOOM MEETING. There will be Zoom test meetings on Tuesday and Thursday at 2 pm of this week to help 

work out any kinks and worries that folks may have. Zoom Fellowship will start at 10 am on the 31
st
 to get folks 

squared away before the meeting starts at 11. 



ZOOM PRACTICE OPPORTUNITIES 

If you have a computer you may use that option and can contact the church office to get a link for that. 

To phone in use the following information: 

Zoom Fellowship January 24 at 10 am 

Dial:   312 626 6799 

Meeting ID:  883 1364 6104 

Passcode:  1120703 

 

Zoom Practice January 26 at 2 pm 

Dial:   312 626 6799 

Meeting ID:  869 1707 0673 

Passcode:  1120703 

 

Zoom Practice January 28 at 2 pm 

Dial:                312 626 6799  

Meeting ID:  830 6766 0603 

Passcode:  1120703  

 

Zoom Annual Meeting – January 31 – Fellowship starting at 10 – Meeting starting at 11 am 

Dial:   312 626 6799 

Meeting ID:  883 1364 6104 

Passcode:  1120703 

 

Please be patient with this process. There will be rules stated at the beginning of the meeting to make 

clear how we will navigate any times that folks have questions. We will have members participating with 

video, and others simply by phone. It will take patience from all involved, but this can, and will, work. 


