
June 6, 2021 – Second Sunday After Pentecost 
Introduction to the Day 

A house divided against itself cannot stand. Jesus makes this observation in light of charges that he is possessed. 
He is possessed, not by a demon, but by the Holy Spirit. We who have received the Holy Spirit through baptism 

have been joined to Christ’s death and resurrection and knit together in the body of Christ. Those with whom 
we sing and pray this day are Jesus’ family. With them we go forth in peace to do the will of God. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
the God of manna, 
the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy. 
Amen. 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God, our provider, 
help us. 
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways when they differ from 
the ways 
of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. 

 
We take offense at your teachings and your 
ways. 
Turn us again to you. 
Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life 
and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
Beloved people of God: 
in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. 
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. 
Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 
you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat into victory. Increase our faith and trust 
in him, that we may triumph over all evil in the strength of the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Lesson – 2 Corinthians 4:13 – 5:1 
13Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—“I believed, and so I spoke”—we 
also believe, and so we speak, 14because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with 
Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. 15Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it 
extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 
  16So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed 
day by day. 17For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all 
measure, 18because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is 
temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. 
 5:1For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

Children’s Message  

Gospel – Mark 3:20-35 

[Jesus went home;] 20and the crowd came together again, so that [Jesus and the disciples] could not even 
eat. 21When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying, “He has gone out of his 
mind.” 22And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the 



demons he casts out demons.” 23And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast 
out Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25And if a house is divided 
against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he 
cannot stand, but his end has come. 27But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property 
without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered. 
  28“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter; 29but whoever 
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”—30for they had 
said, “He has an unclean spirit.” 
  31Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and called him. 32A crowd 
was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for 
you.” 33And he replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 34And looking at those who sat around him, he 
said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 35Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and 
mother.” 

Message 

Grace to you and peace from God, and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. AMEN 

Right away in our Gospel text we are introduced to Jesus’ family. Jesus and his disciples have gone away from 
a crowd only to have a crowd again pressing in on them, and some in the crowd – those whom Jesus’ ministry 
would threaten – start to realize what it may mean for them. Just before this the Pharisees set out to conspire 
with the Herodians to get rid of Jesus, and his family starts to catch on. 

When his family heard it they set out to restrain him, to muzzle him if you will, because they fear what may 
happen to him. “For people were saying, ‘he has gone out of his mind.”  

This is the first instance, but not the last, in this Gospel text that may cause us to ask the question where would 
we find ourselves in this situation? Where would we be seated? What would we be doing? Whom would we 
side with?  

The end of our Gospel text gives us a glimpse into where Jesus might wish we would land. When his mother 
and his brothers call to him, and the message reaches him, he responds, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 
I don’t imagine that would sit too well with me if I were his brother. I probably wouldn’t take to kindly to my 
brother saying, “Well, actually, these people here are my mother and brothers and sisters.”  

Thankfully Jesus doesn’t stop at that statement. He goes on. As he always does. “Whoever does the will of God 
is my brother and sister and mother.”  

What does that mean? Do we actually think that we can even begin to tell ourselves what the will of God is? 
Isn’t part of our life of prayer as people of faith to TRUST in God’s will? And, be a certain level of comfortable 
with not knowing at all what that may be? 

Thankfully, again, there is more to this text than the bookend mentions of his family. The meat of this Gospel 
gets at the tension that Jesus calls us into as his followers – as people of faith. And Jesus does this in no 
uncertain terms.  

“If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided against itself, that 
house will not be able to stand.”  

Culturally we glorify division.  

We thrive on division.  

We see division as an opportunity to prove ourselves right. 

We see it as a battle that we must win. 



And, Jesus tells us when we do that, we will be divided, and lose, 100% of the time. Sure, we may feel that we 
have won, but all we’re really doing is spinning the hamster wheel. That division will come back. 

For Jesus, the focus, that thing we ought to be addressing, isn’t division but difference. When we address a 
potentially divisive situation if we focus on the difference then we may be able to avoid the division all 
together.  

However, we must do so with this concept of the “will of God” in the back of our minds. We must ask ourselves 
if it is truly the will of God to simply focus on the division and being victorious, or, if perhaps we should take a 
look at and learn from our difference.  

It is the will of God to be compassionate. It is the will of God to build up the body of Christ. Jesus’ family 
comes to him to silence him because he is beginning to speak out for the oppressed and against laws and 
traditions that inhibit God’s work in the world. Shortly before this exchange Jesus heals the man with the 
withered hand…on the sabbath! And people were upset.  

Jesus’ family had an opportunity to stand up for the good work that Jesus was doing, instead they tried to 
silence him for fear of retribution.  

Meanwhile, Jesus had a newly appointed group of followers sitting at his feet, ready to hear what he had to say 
next. They hung on every word he said, continually asking about the things that didn’t make sense, to the point 
that Jesus sometimes seems annoyed by it, but they tried. 

We can approach the difference one of two ways.  

1) We can embrace it and learn from it. 
2) We can see it as something we need to conquer and be victorious over.  

Oddly enough the easier more comfortable route is to fight and become (hopefully – or not) victorious over it. 
Because we like to fight. And it is easier to avoid it all together (as Jesus’ family would have had him do). But 
that isn’t the way either. 

Rather, it is the will of God to know love and to be love and approach ever difference with love.  

That is what builds up the Body of Christ.  

That is God’s will for the world. 

So, who would you be in this Gospel story? Where would you find yourself sitting?  

Thanks be to God. AMEN 

Apostle’s Creed  

Prayers 
Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 
A brief silence. 
God of wholeness, we pray for believers all over the globe. Unify us in service of the gospel, that we may work 
together as beloved siblings to share your love with all. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of the cosmos, we pray for creation; the gardens, waterways and creatures near to us and diverse forms of 
life that remain unseen. Teach us to treat the natural world with reverence, seeking restoration when human 
divisions have caused harm to your beloved creation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of all people, we pray for harmony among the nations. Cast out from us unclean spirits of greed and fear, 
that we may work in solidarity with one another for the common good. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



God of abundance, we pray for those who are oppressed or in any need. Encourage those who have begun to 
lose heart. We pray for all who are in any need this day (especially Jim Holte, Jim and Sandy Nelson, Kathy 
Smith, Joe Christensen, Steve and Marilee Julson, Bill Kuehn, Shirley Stark, Bob Kries, Bill and Betty Davey). 
Strengthen and renew us with your Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of righteousness, we pray for this holy house of worship. Set our gaze upon things eternal, that in 
thanksgiving for your mercy, we may extend grace to more and more people. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of the ages, in your goodness you have sent us faithful witnesses for every time and place. We give you 
thanks for those saints who now rest in your eternal mercy. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 
Amen. 
 
Offering  

Offertory Prayer 
Jesus, Bread of life, 
you have set this table with your very self, 
and called us to the feast of plenty. 
Gather what has been sown among us, 
and strengthen us in this meal. 
Make us to be what we receive here, 
your body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 
 
Words of Institution – We invite you to find bread and wine or juice and partake in this Holy Meal. 
(Holding the bread) In the night in which we was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and broke it, gave thanks 
and gave it for all to eat saying, “This is my body broken for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again after supper he took the cup, and after giving thanks he gave it for all to drink saying, 
“this cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. So often as 
you do this, remember me.” 

Once you’ve taken the elements say, “Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of 
all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Blessing 
The blessing of God, 
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 
☩ be upon you now and forever. 
Amen. 

Go in peace, you are the body of Christ. 
 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

Please sign up to attend in-person worship! 

Join us for worship on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. in the pavilion area – bring your own picnic dinner. Or join 
us at 9 a.m. in the Sanctuary on Sundays or at Phoenix Park at 10 a.m. Please call DeAnne in the office to 
get signed up for worship in the sanctuary. 

Re-Connect Opportunities 

We hope you will join us for any, or all, of these Re-Connect Opportunities throughout the week!  

Stop in for coffee and conversation at 9 am on Mondays 
TUESDAYS be sure to stop by for Bible Study starting at 11, followed by Lunch and Laughter at noon. 
Thursdays we will have the sanctuary open for prayer for 8 am to 3 pm. 


