
June 27th, 2021 – Fifth Sunday After Pentecost 
Introduction to the Day 

A woman finds healing by touching Jesus’ cloak, and a girl is restored to life when he takes her by the hand. In 
both cases a boundary is crossed: in Jesus’ time the hemorrhaging woman was considered ritually unclean, 

polluting others by her touch, and anyone who touched a corpse also became unclean. In Mark’s gospel Jesus 
breaks down barriers, from his first meal at a tax collector’s house to his last breath on the cross as the temple 
curtain is torn in two. We dare to touch Jesus in our “uncleanness” and to live as a community that defines no 

one as an outsider. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
the God of manna, 
the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy. 
Amen. 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God, our provider, 
help us. 
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways when they differ from 
the ways 
of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. 

We take offense at your teachings and your 
ways. 
Turn us again to you. 
Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life 
and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
Beloved people of God: 
in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. 
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. 
Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 
you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Almighty and merciful God, we implore you to hear the prayers of your people. Be our strong defense against 
all harm and danger, that we may live and grow in faith and hope, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Lamentations 3:22-33 
22The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, 
  his mercies never come to an end; 
 23they are new every morning; 
  great is your faithfulness. 
 24“The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, 
  “therefore I will hope in him.” 
 
 25The LORD is good to those who wait for him, 
  to the soul that seeks him. 
 26It is good that one should wait quietly 
  for the salvation of the LORD. 
 27It is good for one to bear 
  the yoke in youth, 
 28to sit alone in silence 

  when the Lord has imposed it, 
 29to put one’s mouth to the dust 
  (there may yet be hope), 
 30to give one’s cheek to the smiter, 
  and be filled with insults. 
 
 31For the Lord will not 
  reject forever. 
 32Although he causes grief, he will have 
compassion 
  according to the abundance of his steadfast 
love; 
 33for he does not willingly afflict 
  or grieve anyone.

 



Children’s Message  

Gospel – Mark 5:21-43 

21When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd gathered around him; and he was by 
the sea. 22Then one of the leaders of the synagogue named Jairus came and, when he saw him, fell at his 
feet 23and begged him repeatedly, “My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay your hands on her, 
so that she may be made well, and live.” 24So he went with him. 
  And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him. 25Now there was a woman who had been suffering 
from hemorrhages for twelve years. 26She had endured much under many physicians, and had spent all that she 
had; and she was no better, but rather grew worse. 27She had heard about Jesus, and came up behind him in the 
crowd and touched his cloak, 28for she said, “If I but touch his clothes, I will be made well.” 29Immediately her 
hemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease. 30Immediately aware that 
power had gone forth from him, Jesus turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my clothes?” 31And 
his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing in on you; how can you say, ‘Who touched me?’ ” 32He 
looked all around to see who had done it. 33But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear 
and trembling, fell down before him, and told him the whole truth. 34He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has 
made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.” 
  35While he was still speaking, some people came from the leader’s house to say, “Your daughter is dead. 
Why trouble the teacher any further?” 36But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the leader of the 
synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.” 37He allowed no one to follow him except Peter, James, and John, the 
brother of James. 38When they came to the house of the leader of the synagogue, he saw a commotion, people 
weeping and wailing loudly. 39When he had entered, he said to them, “Why do you make a commotion and 
weep? The child is not dead but sleeping.” 40And they laughed at him. Then he put them all outside, and took 
the child’s father and mother and those who were with him, and went in where the child was. 41He took her by 
the hand and said to her, “Talitha cum,” which means, “Little girl, get up!” 42And immediately the girl got up 
and began to walk about (she was twelve years of age). At this they were overcome with amazement. 43He 
strictly ordered them that no one should know this, and told them to give her something to eat. 

Message 

Grace to you and peace from God, and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. AMEN  

We get two for the price of one Jesus stories in our Gospel text for today. And, the two stories that we get show 
introduce us to two completely different characters. 

Our first story introduces us to Jairus, a leader of the synagogue, whose daughter is very ill and needs Jesus’ 
healing. This is significant. Not much earlier in Mark’s Gospel the leaders of the synagogue conspire with the 
Herodians to rid themselves of the problem of Jesus. Jairus, on the other hand, is desperate.  

However, Jairus’ mission to get Jesus to his daughter for her to be healed is interrupted. As the great crowd 
presses in on him woman who has been bleeding for 12 years KNOWS that if she can just touch his clothes she 
would be healed. And she does touch them. And she is healed. 

These two characters could not be more different, and neither comes to Jesus the way our understanding of the 
world at that time would have them approach them.  

Jairus could have, perhaps we would have expected him to, demanded that Jesus come at once. He could have 
thrown around his power and status to demand attention from Jesus.  

The woman who had been bleeding for 12 years could have, and I’m sure those in the crowd expected her to, 
stayed away. She was considered unclean. The people in the crowd would have known about her. 

But. 

The leader of the synagogue came to Jesus and through himself at Jesus feet. He took the position of humility. 
He begged that Jesus could do for him what he knew Jesus could do.  



The woman KNEW that if she could just touch his clothes she would be healed. She had heard about him. And, 
what she had heard that HE could do, was far greater than what she had been told SHE couldn’t do. 

This is God’s grace. 

Now, it is interesting to note how the others in these stories respond. First, when Jesus asks who had touched 
him, his disciples are almost beside themselves with his question. “We are in a large crowd, and you expect to 
know who it is that touched you? Everyone has touched you, look at this crowd.” But, he had indeed felt power 
go out from him. Then, when he finally gets to the crowd of mourners who are weeping and wailing for Jairus’ 
daughter, he asks them to bring him to her, and questions their mourning, “for she is just sleeping.” And they 
laugh at him. 

This might seem small. But these are stories of hope in the face of hopelessness. These stories echo the hope 
heard in our reading from Lamentations – a book of Lament – and our passage from there today is filled with 
hope. “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases…For the Lord will not reject forever…For the Lord does not 
willing reject or grieve anyone.” This is hope! 

In a way we laugh at these stories all the time in our own lives. We think that God’s grace couldn’t possibly be 
for us, too, or for those that we see as fellow members of the Body of Christ. But it is. 

And we must ask ourselves, who are we in these stories? The truth – we’ve probably been all of the characters 
to some degree at some point. 

Perhaps you’ve found yourself as the outcast, longing for just a touch of God’s grace in your life. 

Maybe you’ve been the powerful one with status in your circles, who have been brought to your knees with 
humility at the thought of God’s grace in your life. 

More often than not, we probably align the most with the crowd who responded with bewilderment.  

The beautiful thing about it all – it doesn’t matter where we put ourselves or others in this story. God’s grace is 
for all of us, no matter what. 

People of God, I pray that we would be brought to our knees in humility and be emboldened to demand a place 
at the table when one is denied for us. I pray that as church we would be there to lift up those who fall to their 
knees and answer the call to make the table bigger when we think there isn’t enough room.  

That is God’s grace. 

Thanks be to God. AMEN 

Apostle’s Creed  

Prayers 
Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 
A brief silence. 
God of hope, the ministry of your church extends across borders, from nearby neighbors to far and distant 
countries. Accompany all those who labor eagerly in service of the gospel, that through your good news all 
might experience transformation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Almighty God, we give you thanks for the air we breathe, the water we drink, the land that provides our food. 
Guard all species of plants and animals from harsh changes in climate and empower us to protect all you have 
made. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Righteous God, we pray for nations and their leaders. Give them a spirit of compassion and steer them towards 
a fair distribution of resources; that none among us would have too much or too little. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



God of healing, your touch has the power to make us whole. We pray for those suffering from physical or 
mental illness. Embrace those who are sick (especially). Surround them with your unwavering presence. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We pray for this assembly and all those gathered together in worship. Revive our spirits, renew our 
relationships, and rekindle our faith, that we might experience resurrection in this community. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We give thanks for the faithful ancestors in every age whose lives have pointed us towards you. Envelop them 
in your love, that we may be reunited with one another in the last days. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 
Amen. 

Offering  

Offertory Prayer 
Jesus, Bread of life, 
you have set this table with your very self, 
and called us to the feast of plenty. 
Gather what has been sown among us, 
and strengthen us in this meal. 
Make us to be what we receive here, 
your body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 

Words of Institution – We invite you to find bread and wine or juice and partake in this Holy Meal. 
(Holding the bread) In the night in which we was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and broke it, gave thanks 
and gave it for all to eat saying, “This is my body broken for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again after supper he took the cup, and after giving thanks he gave it for all to drink saying, 
“this cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. So often as 
you do this, remember me.” 

Once you’ve taken the elements say, “Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of 
all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Blessing 
The blessing of God, 
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 
☩ be upon you now and forever. 
Amen. 

Go in peace, you are the body of Christ. 
 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

Please sign up to attend in-person worship! 

Join us for worship on Wednesdays at 6 p.m. in the pavilion area – bring your own picnic dinner. Or join 
us at 9 a.m. in the Sanctuary on Sundays or at Phoenix Park at 10 a.m. Please call DeAnne in the office to 
get signed up for worship in the sanctuary. 

There will be a visitation Saturday from 10 a.m.-12 p.m. for Dick Dean. The funeral service will begin at 
noon. 

News from Good Shepherd Outreach 
This year Good Shepherd Outreach is partnering with other churches in We Care Eau Claire. This organization 
was created to support the Eau Claire School District staff and students – especially the students in need. 

This year the distribution of school supplies and backpacks will be held August 16 at Phoenix Park, We are 
asking Good Shepherd members to help donate towards these school supplies with monetary donations so 
supplies can be purchased in bulk to stretch the monies as much as possible. If you are interested in donating to 
Project Backpack, please send your donations to the church marked as such by July 21. Or you can give online, 
selecting Outreach and in the memo add Project Backpack. If you have questions or interest in this event, 
contact the church office. 

Outreach will also be taking care of the bill for Roosevelt School's Weekend Kids Meals ($2040) with thanks to 
you for your donations.  

Savers Fundraiser next week 
The Shepherd's Closet gals are at it again! Bring in unwanted clothing/cloth items in white bags, marked 
SAVERS, by next Monday, June 28. They will have help from their husbands to load up the trucks once again 
and raise some funds for others. The last fundraiser in April they shared the funds between the Youth Group and 
The Community Table. Help them load up those trucks/cars next week! 

Come out and support our Good Spirit Youth Group 
Join us at Spirit Lutheran Church next Wednesday, June 30, from 4 to 7 p.m. The Good Spirit youth will be 
hosting a drive-thru cookout and all proceeds will be going toward their at home mission trip in July. Brats, 
hotdogs, and the fixings for a donation.  

Altar flowers 
If you would like flowers on the altar in honor of a birthday, an anniversary, in memory of someone, or just 
because, please sign up on the flower chart on the bulletin board. The cost is $22 and you can take them home 
following worship or the following week.    

Re-Connect Opportunities 
We hope you will join us for any, or all, of these Re-Connect Opportunities throughout the week!  
Stop in for coffee and conversation at 9 am on Mondays. TUESDAYS be sure to stop by for Bible Study 
starting at 11, followed by Lunch and Laughter at noon. Thursdays we will have the sanctuary open for prayer 
for 8 am to 3 pm. 

 


