
August 1, 2021 – Tenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Introduction to the Day 

Apparently not satisfied by Jesus’ feeding of thousands, some who were there press him for a sign of his power; 
perhaps it is daily manna they want. As always in John’s gospel when people want a sign, Jesus offers himself. 
He is the bread come from heaven to give life to the world. He calls us to come to him and believe in him, and 

through that relationship to know the one who sent him. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
the God of manna, 
the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy. 
Amen. 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God, our provider, 
help us. 
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways when they differ from 
the ways 
of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. 

We take offense at your teachings and your 
ways. 
Turn us again to you. 
Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life 
and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
Beloved people of God: 
in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. 
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. 
Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 
you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
O God, eternal goodness, immeasurable love, you place your gifts before us; we eat and are satisfied. Fill us and 
this world in all its need with the life that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

1I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been 
called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3making every effort 
to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were 
called to the one hope of your calling, 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is 
above all and through all and in all. 
  7But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8Therefore it is said, 
 “When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; 
  he gave gifts to his people.” 
9(When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower parts of the 
earth? 10He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all 
things.) 11The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors 
and teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until all of us 
come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full 
stature of Christ. 14We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, 
by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. 15But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up 
in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by 
every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in 
building itself up in love. 



Children’s Message  

Gospel – John 6:24-35 

24When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were [beside the sea,] they themselves got into the 
boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus. 
  25When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you come 
here?” 26Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but 
because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for 
eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.” 28Then 
they said to him, “What must we do to perform the works of God?” 29Jesus answered them, “This is the work of 
God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” 30So they said to him, “What sign are you going to give us 
then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you performing? 31Our ancestors ate the manna in 
the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ ” 32Then Jesus said to them, “Very 
truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the 
true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the 
world.” 34They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” 
  35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever 
believes in me will never be thirsty.” 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God, and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. AMEN 

Have you ever had one of those experiences that was so good, or have you ever done something that was so 
satisfying, that when you were done, you found yourself wondering what more you could do?  

The crowd in our Gospel text is having one of those moments.  

They have just come off of the miracle, the sign, of Jesus feeding the 5000 and there being leftovers, and they 
go seeking Jesus. They go looking for more. They had been fed from the abundance of God’s grace, but they 
found themselves seeking more. 

Jesus doesn’t just dismiss them, however. In fact, he enters into dialogue with them. And, right away he gives 
them a warning. Knowing that they have missed completely what it is that has happened for them, and why it is 
that they are seeking more, Jesus urges them to seek that which does not perish. We so often are guilty of this. 
We seek more and more of the things that will perish. We seek more and more of the things that will give us 
temporary good feelings, but in the end will perish.  

Jesus urges them to seek the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give them. In the sign 
of the feeding of the 5000, according to John’s Gospel, it is Jesus himself – the Bread of Life – who distributes 
the food to the crowd. Literally giving of himself to the crowd. This is the food of eternal life. This is the food 
we need. 

But they still struggle to grasp this. They continue to ask what sign it is that he is going to give them. He keeps 
talking about bread, and it falls on full stomachs. “We’ve already had bread. Our ancestors received manna 
from heaven. We want more than that.”  

Jesus reminds them the manna from heaven was not of Moses, but of God.  

As we continue our Bread of Life series, Life FOR Life, we are reminded that it is Jesus that gives us life. 

We so often look to that which used to be, the “bread” which fed our ancestors, and long for having that again. 
We believe that if we would just be able to have “that” again, then all would be well in our homes, in our cities, 
in our world, and in our churches. 

But… 



Our reading from Ephesians reminds that we are to continually work to build up the body of Christ. That to 
enjoy the bread of life is to work to build up the Body of Christ. We are to remember that we are all of one 
faith, one hope, and one baptism. We are the Body of Christ. And, that which we do that hurts one, hurts us all. 
Those are the things that perish. Those acts. Those motives.  

By the grace of God, those things do not define us as people of faith. We are continually reminded that we are 
the Body of Christ, continually called to build up the Body of Christ.  

And, in hearing that, Jesus also reminds us, as he tells the crowd of wonderers that day, that he is the Bread of 
Life.  

He is eternal life. 

He is the bread.  

He is what we need. 

And the Good News of God’s Love for God’s People this day is that Jesus is life. 

And the Better News of God’s Love for God’s People this day is that Jesus is life…abundantly. 

Thanks be to God. AMEN 

Apostle’s Creed  

Prayers 
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
You call your church to be the body of Christ. Awaken all the baptized to the gifts you provide for carrying out 
the work of ministry. Where the church is divided, knit us together and restore the unity of the faith. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You command the clouds above and cause the wind to blow in the heavens. Watch over deserts and wilderness 
places. Regenerate rainforests, defend species at risk of extinction, and strengthen the work of conservation 
organizations (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You summon leaders to respond to the needs of your people. Instill those who govern with patience when 
confronted with grievances and perseverance in seeking what promotes the well-being of the community. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You draw near to those who cry out for help. Feed those who are hungry, reassure those who are despairing, 
and accompany those who are imprisoned. Rain down the true bread from heaven that gives life to the world. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You receive all who come seeking a sign of grace. Make this congregation a place of hospitality for those 
accustomed to rejection. To those who have felt excluded here or elsewhere, prepare us to welcome them in the 
name of Christ. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You provide food that endures for eternal life. Sustain us each day with the bread of life until we are gathered 
with (name/s and) all the saints and feast together at your heavenly banquet. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving love; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Offering  



Offertory Prayer 
Jesus, Bread of life, 
you have set this table with your very self, 
and called us to the feast of plenty. 
Gather what has been sown among us, 
and strengthen us in this meal. 
Make us to be what we receive here, 
your body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 

Words of Institution – We invite you to find bread and wine or juice and partake in this Holy Meal. 
(Holding the bread) In the night in which we was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and broke it, gave thanks 
and gave it for all to eat saying, “This is my body broken for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again after supper he took the cup, and after giving thanks he gave it for all to drink saying, 
“this cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. So often as 
you do this, remember me.” 

Once you’ve taken the elements say, “Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of 
all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Blessing 
The blessing of God, 
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 
☩ be upon you now and forever. 
Amen. 

Go in peace, you are the body of Christ. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

URGENT NEED - SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

Thank you to those who have already donated to our Project Backpack program this year through We Care Eau 
Claire.  

We are in urgent need of donations - supplies and financial - for the program that will be happening on 
Aug. 16. If you would like to purchase supplies, please follow this supply list only. 
(https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10102965722362261&set=pcb.6376620799018591) 

You can purchase online at Amazon 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1J38B7F2CHRCF/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex?fbclid=IwAR3ICEVpgzfP3l
YFdU-QShg6RmJhUsEg1ebQpQsHK_8U24OLIm6zrSeOMQg   or other places that have school supplies 
(Target, Farm and Fleet, Fleet Farm, Sam's Club, etc.). 

All the supplies will need to be to Good Shepherd by Aug. 8. All funds will go towards purchasing the supplies 
needed for the students for the school year. 

If you would like to volunteer in any way, we have a list of opportunities as well as a chance at helping fill the 
backpacks. If you have questions, please call the church office (715-834-2959.) 



Altar flowers 
If you would like flowers on the altar in honor of a birthday, an anniversary, in memory of someone, or just 
because, please sign up on the flower chart on the bulletin board or call the church office (715-834-2950). The 
cost is $22 and you can take them home following worship or the following week.    

Praise in the Park 
On Aug. 22 the Good Shepherd music team and Pastor Josh will be leading worship at Praise in the Park. There 
will not be a service at Good Shepherd that Sunday. The service at the park begins at 10 a.m. 


