
August 8th, 2021 – Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost 
Introduction to the Day 

Jesus says that the bread he gives for the life of the world is his flesh, and whoever eats this bread has eternal 
life now and will be raised on the last day. In Ephesians Paul tells us what this life Jesus gives us looks like, this 
life we live as those marked with the seal of the Holy Spirit in baptism. We live in love, as Christ loved us and 

gave himself up for us. The whole purpose of life is giving yourself for the other. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
the God of manna, 
the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy. 
Amen. 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God, our provider, 
help us. 
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways when they differ from 
the ways 
of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. 

We take offense at your teachings and your 
ways. 
Turn us again to you. 
Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life 
and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
Beloved people of God: 
in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. 
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. 
Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 
you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
 

Gathering Songs  “God Is Here”     #526 v. 1 & 4 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Gracious God, your blessed Son came down from heaven to be the true bread that gives life to the world. Give 
us this bread always, that he may live in us and we in him, and that, strengthened by this food, we may live as 
his body in the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Ephesians 4:25 – 5:2 

25So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are members of one 
another. 26Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27and do not make room for the 
devil. 28Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labor and work honestly with their own hands, so as to 
have something to share with the needy. 29Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for 
building up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear. 30And do not grieve the Holy 
Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. 31Put away from you all 
bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, 32and be kind to one 
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. 5:1Therefore be imitators of 
God, as beloved children, 2and live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering 
and sacrifice to God. 

Children’s Message  

 

 



Gospel – John 6:35, 41-51 

35Jesus said to [the crowd,] “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever 
believes in me will never be thirsty.  

41Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, “I am the bread that came down from 
heaven.” 42They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can 
he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43Jesus answered them, “Do not complain among 
yourselves. 44No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will raise that person up on 
the last day. 45It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and 
learned from the Father comes to me. 46Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God; he 
has seen the Father. 47Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. 48I am the bread of life. 49Your 
ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so 
that one may eat of it and not die. 51I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this 
bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 

Message 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God, and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. AMEN 

Some of the crowd that has heard of the signs that Jesus has shown, signs of God’s presence in the world, is 
growing a bit restless with Jesus’ talk of being the one that has come down from Heaven. 

The Jews in particular, likely the same ones who engaged in some back-n-forth in regard to their 
history/knowledge of Moses and the manna from heaven, remember that they know this Jesus guy. This isn’t 
their first encounter with him. They know where he is from. They know his family. They know his parents.  

And, in their minds, this disqualifies him from being that which he speaks of being.  

Before we go on, a quick recap of what Jesus has done (just in John 6) that has gotten us to this point. Week 
three of working our way through the Life FOR Life discourse. We have seen: 

- Jesus feeds the 5,000 by taking the “is this enough” that the boy with 5 loaves and 2 fish has to offer and 
feeding the crowd to the point of there being an abundance of leftovers. 

- Jesus tells the crowd that seeks more from Him, that he is, indeed, the more that they seek (maybe the 
first time he’s told them that. 

Never mind that the crowd was there in the first place because they had seen everything else that he had done, 
all of the signs of God’s presence in the world, that he had performed. They were there because they’d already 
gotten a taste of the goodness that is Him. 

But, again, they’ve become skeptical. 

“Isn’t this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know?”  

They are there because they have heard all that he has done, and they still can’t separate that from what they 
know of his past and his upbringing. His credentials for being “the bread that came down from heaven” don’t 
check out.  

And Jesus is completely aware of what they’re up to. We call this “Parking Lot Talk.” Jesus knows that they are 
going to come away from this experience, get to a space where there are fewer ears around, and talk about how 
ridiculous it is. So he confronts it. 

“Do not complain to yourselves.” Jesus is fully aware that they are going to be continually unsettled by his 
presence, so he offers a warning.  

But, he doesn’t stop at the warning. Yes, he tells them not to go and complain among themselves, but he also 
gives them an assurance of what it could be.  



The remaining verses, 44-51 essentially repeat themselves. In two round about ways Jesus goes on to tell them: 

- No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me…which is essentially stated twice 
- I am the bread of life/living bread that comes down from heaven…also stated twice. 

In this repetition Jesus is offering them, and us, an assurance of that which he brings to the world. This is his 
thesis for all of John chapter 6. But he is also showing them grace.  

What could be read as his condemnation – reminding them that their ancestors who ate the manna from heaven 
with Moses, still died – is not final. That does not need to be where they are headed. Rather, he tells them, 
“Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me,” and this could be you, too.  

This portion of the Life FOR Life discourse gets at our worth, and how we define it. The crowd had started to 
question Jesus’ worth when it came to sharing the promise he was sharing. “We know where you are from. We 
know your upbringing. We remember you when you were in diapers.” 

Don’t we so often do that? In one way shape or form, don’t we so often question the worthiness of one who 
might bring us some good news, or do something spectacular in our midst, or show us what the Kingdom of 
God just might look like? 

We need to remember that the crowd was there because they had seen and heard of the signs that Jesus had 
done.  

We need to remember that the experience that they sought, and the knowledge they hoped to gain, is what we 
already know and believe to be true from years of the story being told.  

We need to hear Jesus’ warning to not go and complain to ourselves, to question the validity of the source, and 
question what it will take from us to make it reality. 

But rather, we need to allow ourselves to imagine what could be. 

Jesus is giving the first time hearers of this Good News a bit of assurance.  

For those who have now heard it through 2000 years of it being told, Jesus is offering an affirmation of that 
which we believe to be true.  

Jesus is, indeed, the bread of life. It is, indeed, a meal we have come to know and love and through which we 
find a connection to generations of believers before us, and generations that will come.  

This is, indeed, a meal of eternal life, the wonderful mystery that it is. 

Thanks be to God. 

Thanks be to God. AMEN 

Song of the Day   “Bread of Life from Heaven”   #474 v.1,2,5 
 
Apostle’s Creed  

Prayers 
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
For the church of Christ in all its diverse forms. For mission developers, new mission starts, and all 
communities of faith exploring new models of ministry for the sake of the gospel. For congregations facing 
difficult decisions about their future. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
For the health and well-being of creation. For shade trees that provide refuge from the hot summer sun. For 
lakes, rivers, and oceans contaminated by pollution and all who lack clean water. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



For those called to positions of authority in our legal system, we pray. For judges, lawyers, law clerks, and court 
employees who ensure the fair administration of justice. For corrections officers and prison chaplains, that they 
would deal mercifully with those who are incarcerated. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
For all who cry out to you in their affliction. For exiles, refugees, and others who face long and difficult 
journeys, uncertain about the future. For all who mourn the death of a loved one. For all who are sick 
(especially Peyton, Kathy Smith, Matt Miller, Bill and Betty Davey, Bob Kries, Jim and Sandy Nelson, Joe 
Christensen, Marilee Julson, Bill and Bonnie Kuehn). God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
For this assembly gathered around your table, we pray. For those among us who bake bread and prepare the 
vessels for our communion celebration. For those who bring the food from this table to those who are 
homebound or hospitalized. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
For those who have been raised to eternal life, we give thanks. With (Dominic, name/s, and) all the saints we 
praise you for the bread of life that keeps us in your love forever. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving love; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Offering  

Offertory Prayer 
Jesus, Bread of life, 
you have set this table with your very self, 
and called us to the feast of plenty. 
Gather what has been sown among us, 
and strengthen us in this meal. 
Make us to be what we receive here, 
your body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 

Words of Institution – We invite you to find bread and wine or juice and partake in this Holy Meal. 
(Holding the bread) In the night in which we was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and broke it, gave thanks 
and gave it for all to eat saying, “This is my body broken for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again after supper he took the cup, and after giving thanks he gave it for all to drink saying, 
“this cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. So often as 
you do this, remember me.” 

Once you’ve taken the elements say, “Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of 
all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Sending Song   “Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises”   #535 
 
 
 
 
 



Blessing 
The blessing of God, 
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 
☩ be upon you now and forever. 
Amen. 

Go in peace, you are the body of Christ. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

“In accordance with CDC Guidelines, and in consultation with the Wisconsin Council of Churches and the 
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, we are asking that all participants (over the age of 2) in worship to please wear 
a mask, including those who are vaccinated. We spent almost an entire year on near complete lockdown, 
keeping safe the most vulnerable demographics in our congregation and community. That demographic is now 
our children and others who are unable to be vaccinated. We must continue to go about life as a faith 
community practicing the highest levels of care for the most vulnerable. 
 
As we approach the fall, we have hopes of being able to enjoy fellowship again, but we are continually 
monitoring the data and advice of the experts to determine how best to do that, if at all. 
 
We are also having ongoing discussions in regards to returning to Faith Formation. At this time we are planning 
to have our young people gathering for Faith Formation. It is the current plan to have that time be spent outside, 
and our masking approach will be in line with the strictest of the school districts represented here at Good 
Shepherd. On days when weather does not allow for us to be outside we will utilize the flexibility of the 
sanctuary, and the large space in Hegge Hall. 
 
It is our hope to be able to continue offering an in person worship for those who wish to do that, as we continue 
to tweak our virtual option. We do not want to have to go back to virtual worship only. Please, if you have not 
gotten vaccinated, and are eligible, have a conversation with your Primary Care Physician to determine if the 
vaccine is right for you.” 

Update: There will be worship at Good Shepherd Sunday, Aug. 22.  Or, you can join our worship team at 
Phoenix Park.  

 

 


