
August 15th, 2021 – Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 
Introduction to the Day 

Wisdom prepares a feast, sets her table, and invites all to come and eat her bread and drink her wine. The first 
chapter of John’s gospel owes much to the biblical tradition that imagined Wisdom as existing before anything 
was created and having a role in the work of creation. Christ, the wisdom of God (1 Cor. 1:24), today invites us 
to eat his flesh and drink his blood. John’s gospel includes no account of the institution of the Lord’s supper, but 

here we can't help hearing Jesus’ words as an invitation to the meal of bread and wine we share. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
the God of manna, 
the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy. 
Amen. 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God, our provider, 
help us. 
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways when they differ from 
the ways 
of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. 

We take offense at your teachings and your 
ways. 
Turn us again to you. 
Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life 
and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
Beloved people of God: 
in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. 
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. 
Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 
you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
 

 
Gathering Song  “O Day of Rest and Gladness”   #521 v. 1,2,4 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Ever-loving God, your Son gives himself as living bread for the life of the world. Fill us with such a knowledge 
of his presence that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life to serve you continually, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Ephesians 4:25 – 5:2 

15Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 16making the most of the time, because the 
days are evil. 17So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18Do not get drunk with wine, 
for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, 19as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among 
yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, 20giving thanks to God the Father at all 
times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Children’s Message  

 

 

 

 



Gospel – John 6:51-58 
Jesus said,] 51“I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; 
and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 
  52The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53So 
Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you 
have no life in you. 54Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on 
the last day; 55for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56Those who eat my flesh and drink my 
blood abide in me, and I in them. 57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so 
whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which 
your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” 

Message 

Pastor Josh is out of the office this week and there is not a transcript of the sermon. 
 
Song of the Day   “By Your Hand You Feed Your People”   #469 
 
Apostle’s Creed  

Prayers 
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all of creation. 
A brief silence 
God of wisdom, enlighten your church. Guide theologians, biblical scholars, authors, and seminary professors 
as they seek greater knowledge and invite others into deeper understanding. Teach us to ask faithful questions 
and open our minds to new ideas. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of creation, mend the earth. Cool warming oceans and preserve melting ice caps. Increase our awareness of 
changing climate patterns and reveal new approaches to the ecological challenges we face. Shield those in the 
path of hurricanes or tropical storms (especially). God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of all nations, direct our leaders. Grant them courage to lay aside political grudges and renew their 
determination to address difficult conflicts. Guide them in the work of reconciliation. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of compassion, tend to the wounded. Rescue those tormented by mental illness or mired in addiction. Ease 
the anxiety of those struggling with dementia. Come quickly to help all who are grieving and all those who 
suffer (especially Peyton, Kathy Smith, Matt Miller, Bill and Betty Davey, Bob Kries, Jim and Sandy Nelson, 
Joe Christensen, Marilee Julson, Bill and Bonnie Kuehn). God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of beauty, inspire artists. Bless those whose visual and musical gifts enliven this assembly (especially). 
Bless the creative work of poets, hymnwriters, composers, painters, sculptors, and others that enrich our 
worship and daily life. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
God of resurrection, bring us to new life. Give us the living bread from heaven through which we abide in your 
love, and on the last day raise us with (Mary, mother of Jesus, name/s, and) all the saints to eternal life. God, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving love; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Offering  



Offertory Prayer 
Jesus, Bread of life, 
you have set this table with your very self, 
and called us to the feast of plenty. 
Gather what has been sown among us, 
and strengthen us in this meal. 
Make us to be what we receive here, 
your body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 

Words of Institution – We invite you to find bread and wine or juice and partake in this Holy Meal. 
(Holding the bread) In the night in which we was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and broke it, gave thanks 
and gave it for all to eat saying, “This is my body broken for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again after supper he took the cup, and after giving thanks he gave it for all to drink saying, 
“this cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. So often as 
you do this, remember me.” 

Once you’ve taken the elements say, “Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of 
all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Sending Song   “On Our Way Rejoicing”    #537 
 
Blessing 
The blessing of God, 
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 
☩ be upon you now and forever. 
Amen. 

Go in peace, you are the body of Christ. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! ANNOUNCEMENTS! 

“In accordance with CDC Guidelines, and in consultation with the Wisconsin Council of Churches and the 
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, we are asking that all participants (over the age of 2) in worship to please wear 
a mask, including those who are vaccinated. We spent almost an entire year on near complete lockdown, 
keeping safe the most vulnerable demographics in our congregation and community. That demographic is now 
our children and others who are unable to be vaccinated. We must continue to go about life as a faith 
community practicing the highest levels of care for the most vulnerable. 
 
As we approach the fall, we have hopes of being able to enjoy fellowship again, but we are continually 
monitoring the data and advice of the experts to determine how best to do that, if at all. 
 
We are also having ongoing discussions in regards to returning to Faith Formation. At this time we are planning 
to have our young people gathering for Faith Formation. It is the current plan to have that time be spent outside, 
and our masking approach will be in line with the strictest of the school districts represented here at Good 
Shepherd. On days when weather does not allow for us to be outside we will utilize the flexibility of the 
sanctuary, and the large space in Hegge Hall. 
 
It is our hope to be able to continue offering an in person worship for those who wish to do that, as we continue 
to tweak our virtual option. We do not want to have to go back to virtual worship only. Please, if you have not 
gotten vaccinated, and are eligible, have a conversation with your Primary Care Physician to determine if the 
vaccine is right for you.” 

 

Update: There will be worship at Good Shepherd Sunday, Aug. 22.  Or, you can join our worship team at 
Phoenix Park.  

 

 


