
September 26th, 2021 – Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Introduction to the Day 

Someone who isn’t part of Jesus’ own circle is casting out demons in Jesus’ name, and the disciples want him 
stopped. They appeal to Jesus, as Joshua did to Moses about the elders who prophesied without official 

authorization. Like Moses, Jesus refuses to see this as a threat. Jesus welcomes good being done in his name, 
even when it is not under his control. The circle we form around Jesus’ word must be able to value good being 

done in ways we wouldn’t do it, by people we can’t keep tabs on. 

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose teaching is life, 
whose presence is sure, 
and whose love is endless. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us 
with an open heart. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God our comforter: 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 
We turn our faces away from injustice and 
oppression. 

We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 
Free us from our sin, gracious God. 
Listen when we call out to you for help. 
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as 
ourselves. 
Amen. 
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes 
you righteous. 
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your 
sins. 
Amen.

 
Gathering Song  “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High”  
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with you. Give us a share of your Spirit, and 
in all we do empower us to bear the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Lesson: James 5:13-20 
13Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. 14Are 
any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing 
them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; 
and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray 
for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. 17Elijah was 
a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did 
not rain on the earth. 18Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 
  19My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by another, 
20you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from death 
and will cover a multitude of sins. 

 
Children’s Message  

 
 
 
 



Gospel – Mark 9:30-37 
38John said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, 
because he was not following us.” 39But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in 
my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40Whoever is not against us is for us. 41For truly I 
tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose 
the reward. 
  42“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better 
for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. 43If your hand 
causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to 
hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter 
life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. 47And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it 
is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 
48where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 
  49“For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season 
it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 
 
Message    

People of God, grace to you and peace from God, and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen 

Our Gospel text for last week ended with Jesus telling his followers… 

 “Anyone who welcomes this child welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes God.” 

Thus, anyone who welcomes the child welcomes God. In that time, children were about as insignificant as they 
come. They didn’t provide for the family. They were in the way. They were good for nothing. They were a 
problem.  

So, in turn, Jesus is telling us, 

 “Whoever welcomes the insignificant welcomes God!”  

That is profound. John immediately turns around with the start of our Gospel today and asks, 

 “But what about this fella casting out demons in your name? He isn’t one of us!” 

I picture Jesus at this moment dropping his head into his hands wondering if his disciples ever listen to what it 
is that he has to say. Again, whoever welcomes the insignificant welcomes God. Okay, that tone is a bit 
shaming, and I’m not sure Jesus went that far, but he does say, “no one who does a deed of power in my name 
will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me.”  

Essentially, this man is doing what Jesus people are supposed to do, what does it matter to us if he isn’t one of 
us? 

I often like to tell people of one of my favorite humans on the planet. In describing this person I will say that 
“the best Christian I know wouldn’t call himself a Christian.” When I use the word Christian in this context I 
mean Christlike. The most Christlike person I know, who lives out the call to care for other people, to be 
generous with time and possessions, would tell you that he doesn’t need some bearded character in the sky to 
tell him to be good, he is just good to other people because that is what you’re supposed to be. 

Now, where this takes a turn is the response I frequently get. It is similar to what John has to say to Jesus. 
“Pastor, but he isn’t one of us?” That is frequently followed up by questions of how I feel about him not 
claiming to be a Christian, and what I think will happen to him when he dies. 

The fact that it has been stated that this person lives out to the best of anyone I’ve ever met, myself included, 
what it means to lead a Christlike life. If there is a cause in our little hometown of Chetek, you better believe 



that you will see this friend sharing this cause on his own social media, and it is always accompanied by, “you 
know I wouldn’t ask you to do this if I hadn’t already done it myself,” and there are always receipts.  

We, as people of faith, are like John a lot. We so often look at what disqualifies others, rather than look at the 
good that they are doing. Ask anyone that wants nothing to do with the church why that is the case, and 9/10 
will tell you it is because the church is too focused on who can/can’t be a part of it, and not enough about what 
the church can/should be!  

I wish it weren’t the case.  

But, you also get the sense that Jesus knew it was coming. After giving his disciples the wrath of God talk about 
what will happen if they do get in the way of good being done, he closes with an “and.”  

“And be at peace with one another.” 

We miss that mark. A lot. NOT being at peace with one another has done more harm to the church than 
anything else I can think of. Being at peace with one another is the exact opposite of what we are the best at. 
We, the church, are really good at concerning ourselves with others. We so often focus on the disqualifications 
of others, that we fail to see the very harm that we are doing instead of the good we could. 

All of this is not to say that we haven’t done good as the church. The church has done great things. Incredible 
thing. Absolutely life-giving things. But… 

We could do better. 

My friend, the best Christian I know who would not claim to be Christian, also isn’t about to speak poorly of 
Jesus. He would, in fact, claim to be a huge fan of Jesus, he just wishes those who claim to be Jesus followers 
would do the same.  

Remember, before this Gospel text Jesus had just told his disciples… 

 “Those who welcome the insignificant welcome God.” 

And, Jesus ends this Gospel text with… 

 “And be at peace with one another.” 

Those two things, those two commands from Jesus, are what build up the Body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. Amen 

Song of the Day  “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”   #712 vs 1,3,4 

Apostle’s Creed  

Prayers 
 
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 
We pray for the church and its ministry. Bless the newly baptized and encourage them in their journey of faith. 
Sustain all members of the body of Christ in lives of prayer, service, and worship. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We pray for natural wonders of your creation. Restore damaged forests, waterways and natural habitats and lead 
us to be good stewards of what you have provided. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We pray for those in authority. Give them wise minds and compassionate hearts. Strengthen in them a desire to 
protect the vulnerable and care for those underserved. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



We pray for those who are struggling with cancer, dementia, or any other disease. Provide them with peace and 
resilience for the days ahead. Sustain caregivers with energy and patience. We especially pray for Peyton, 
Kathy Smith, Matt Miller, Bill and Betty Davey, Bob Kries, Jim and Sandy Nelson, Joe Christensen, Marilee 
Julson, Bill and Bonnie Kuehn, Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We pray for the worship leaders of this congregation: musicians, readers, ushers, and those who help bring 
worship to those at home. Bless us through their ministry and grant them the passion to continue in their 
service. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We give thanks for all your saints, those we have loved and known and those from every time and place. 
Continue to guide us by their example and reassure us of your promised salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
Offering    “Here I am to Worship” 

Offertory Prayer 
God of abundance, 
you cause streams to break forth in the desert 
and manna to rain from the heavens. 
Accept the gifts you have first given us. 
Unite them with the offering of our lives 
to nourish the world you love so dearly; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Words of Institution – We invite you to find bread and wine or juice and partake in this Holy Meal. 
(Holding the bread) In the night in which we was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and broke it, gave thanks 
and gave it for all to eat saying, “This is my body broken for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again after supper he took the cup, and after giving thanks he gave it for all to drink saying, 
“this cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. So often as 
you do this, remember me.” 

Once you’ve taken the elements say, “Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of 
all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Communion Prayer 

Sending Song   “Go, Make Disciples”    #540 

 

 

 

 



Blessing 
People of God, 
you are Christ’s body, 
bringing new life to a suffering world. 
The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 


