
October 3rd, 2021 – Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Introduction to the Day 

Today’s gospel combines a saying that makes many of us uncomfortable with a story we find comforting. Jesus’ saying 
on divorce is another of his rejections of human legislation in favor of the original intent of God’s law. Jesus’ rebuke of 
the disciples who are fending off the children should challenge us as well. What does it mean to receive the kingdom of 

God as a child does? 

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose teaching is life, 
whose presence is sure, 
and whose love is endless. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us 
with an open heart. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God our comforter: 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 
We turn our faces away from injustice and 
oppression. 

We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 
Free us from our sin, gracious God. 
Listen when we call out to you for help. 
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as 
ourselves. 
Amen. 
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes 
you righteous. 
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your 
sins. 
Amen.

 
Gathering Song  “How Firm a Foundation”    #796 vs. 1,2,4 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one another. Form us for life that is 
faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, that we may reflect the image of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Lesson – Psalm 8 
1O LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth!— 
 2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and children; 
  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and avenger. 
 3When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
  the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 
 4what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, 
  human beings that you should care for them?  
 5Yet you have made them little less than divine; 
  with glory and honor you crown them. 
 6You have made them rule over the works of your hands; 
  you have put all things under their feet: 
 7all flocks and cattle, 
  even the wild beasts of the field, 
 8the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, 
  and whatever passes along the paths of the sea. 
 9O LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth! 



Children’s Message  

Gospel – Mark 10:2-16 
2Some Pharisees came, and to test [Jesus] they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 3He answered 
them, “What did Moses command you?” 4They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal 
and to divorce her.” 5But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment 
for you. 6But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7‘For this reason a man shall 
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 8and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no 
longer two, but one flesh. 9Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 
  10Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11He said to them, “Whoever divorces 
his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; 12and if she divorces her husband and marries 
another, she commits adultery.” 
 
  13People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke 
sternly to them. 14But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children come to 
me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 15Truly I tell you, whoever 
does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” 16And he took them up in his arms, laid 
his hands on them, and blessed them. 
 
Message    

People of God, grace to you and peace from God, and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen 

This Gospel text, in so many ways, does not sit well with me.  

The Pharisees come to Jesus to test him and ask his opinion on the topic of divorce.  

Now, I’d be shocked if each an every one of us 21st century hearers of the word didn’t in some way react to this 
discussion. The truth is that we all know someone who has been impacted by this very topic, perhaps even 
ourselves. It is a reality for many of us and one that may be an uncomfortable thing to hear Jesus talking about.  

Now, context is important. It is important to remember that this exchange is taking place in 1st century 
Palestine. The idea of marriage is considerably different than what marriage is now. In that time, the marriage 
agreement was a business arrangement. Marriage was a matter of two families becoming one for societal gain. 
Love was maybe a part of it, but ultimately it was an exchange of property. Hopefully that is different than how 
we view marriage today. 

Our world today carries this stigma. We bemoan the fact that the divorce rate is nearly 50%, as though divorce 
only happens because people simply don’t want to be married anymore. That is a scapegoat. It is easier to 
assume that than to enter into other’s stories, hearing their stories of pain and abuse, and admitting that maybe, 
just maybe, the divorce could and should be celebrated. Yes, God would love for us to be in lifelong committed 
relationships. But, God ultimately wants us to be in relationships that are life giving and healthy. 

But this exchange doesn’t stop at the topic of marriage. It goes further to get at the WHY of marriage, and this 
is where I struggle with this Gospel text. “…and the two shall become one flesh.” 

It was in seminary that I found myself in the course, “Creation and the Triune God,” pondering the Trinity – 
Father, Son, Holy Spirit – Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer – and its role in the creation narrative. The professor 
stated that God is at God’s happiest when man and woman become one, and upon being asked what that means, 
he in no uncertain terms, leaving nothing for the imagination, informed us that God is at God’s happiest when 
man and woman make a baby. 

While I’d bet that we all know someone who has been impacted by divorce, I’d also bet that we also know 
individuals and couples that, according to this claim, don’t make God as happy as God could be. 



Do we really believe that? Do we really believe that God plays favorites? Just last week Jesus became upset 
with his disciples because they were arguing over who was greatest among them. And, if we truly believe that 
each of us is known, down to the hairs on our heads, long before we were created, then are we to tell ourselves 
that God isn’t as happy with us as God is with others? 

I struggle to ascribe to that belief. And I firmly believe that God does to. 

Thankfully this Gospel text doesn’t stop at the talk of divorce and making babies. Instead it goes on. And, it 
goes a direction that Jesus has gone the last two weeks in our Gospel text.  

Jesus AGAIN brings children into the picture. Two weeks ago, Jesus reminded those that would listen that those 
who welcome a child welcome God. Last week the disciples take issue with someone who is casting out 
demons in Jesus’ name, though this person isn’t one of them. Jesus again questions why it is that his disciples 
want to get in the way of one who is doing God’s work. Again, Jesus is telling them that they may want to 
reconsider who it is that they deem insignificant.  

And now today, when we hear a Gospel text that mentions two different areas that involve societal judgment – 
divorce and childbearing – Jesus urges his disciples, and the Pharisees who challenge him, to reconsider.  

“Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” 

I don’t know that I have a full grasp of what it means to receive the kingdom of God, but I am comfortable in 
stating that a child would receive it with a curious mind full of questions. In a child’s eyes the most random, 
seemingly impossible, is 100% without a doubt possible.  

In a child’s mind there is no notion of the way it had always been.  

In a child’s mind, for better or worse, there is no notion of “teacher, what are your thoughts on this law that our 
people have clung to for generations.” 

In a child’s mind, as terrifying as it can be, there is only the wonder of what could be.  

Jesus, again confronted by what the dominant narrative would deem insignificant, reminds those that would 
hear that the Kingdom of God is as much for those whom we think it isn’t, as it is for us.  

Thanks be to God. Amen 

Song of the Day  “Bind Us Together”  #748 WOV 

Apostle’s Creed  

Prayers 
 
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
Holy One, you have raised up faithful leaders throughout history. Empower those discerning a call to ministry 
and all seminarians, that they continue to be formed for the sake of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You have established a diverse and beautiful creation. Revive declining species and preserve endangered lands. 
Cultivate in us a sense of wonder for the world you created. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You desire for us not to be alone and to live in community with one another. Strengthen relationships between 
nations and peoples, that we celebrate and support one human family. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You share in our experiences and struggles. Bless all who live with any mental or physical disability. Inspire 
creative communities, spaces, and environments that are accessible and hospitable. We pray especially for 



Peyton, Kathy Smith, Matt Miller, Bob Hodges, Bob Kries, Jim and Sandy Nelson, Joe Christensen, Marilee 
Julson, Bill and Bonnie Kuehn, … Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You have established and nurtured relationships that extend beyond those gathered here today. Bless members 
who can no longer travel to worship with us and remind us of their continued role in this community of faith. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You promise eternal life to all your children. Thank you for the people of faith who have gone before us. 
Strengthen our trust we have in you. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
Offering  Children singing 

Offertory Prayer 
God of abundance, 
you cause streams to break forth in the desert 
and manna to rain from the heavens. 
Accept the gifts you have first given us. 
Unite them with the offering of our lives 
to nourish the world you love so dearly; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Words of Institution – We invite you to find bread and wine or juice and partake in this Holy Meal. 
(Holding the bread) In the night in which we was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and broke it, gave thanks 
and gave it for all to eat saying, “This is my body broken for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again after supper he took the cup, and after giving thanks he gave it for all to drink saying, 
“this cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. So often as 
you do this, remember me.” 

Once you’ve taken the elements say, “Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of 
all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Communion Prayer 

Sending Song  “Go, My Children, with my Blessing”    #543 

Blessing 
People of God, 
you are Christ’s body, 
bringing new life to a suffering world. 
The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
Thanks be to God. 



Announcements 
 
Free Pipe Organ Concert 
Oct. 3, 5 p.m. Haas Fine Arts Center in the new renovated Gantner Concert Hall at UW-Eau Claire. 
This is a one-hour program. Professor Emeritus Paul Kosower will be performing a beautiful French program 
on 46 rank Aeolian Skinner Pipe Organ. 
 
Bells 
If you are interested in playing with the Bell Choir, you are invited to join them on Tuesdays at 6:15 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary. If you have questions, you can reach out to Sue Kramer. 
 
Shepherd's Closet is in need of boots and snow pants if you know anyone whose kids have outgrown 
theirs. 

Shepherd's Closet will be collecting cloth items for their Nov. 11 fundraiser. Bring items in white or black 
bags, marked SAVERS, and leave them in the Shepherd's Closet bin. 

Trunk or Treat/ Fall Festival 2021 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 30 from 2-4 p.m. for our third annual trunk or treat! AND this year 
we will also have some other fun Fall festival activities. A sign-up to decorate your vehicle trunk is available on 
the Faith Formation bulletin board outside the Sanctuary or online. 

Interfaith Prayer Service 
Hosted by Rev. Reid Walker from First Presbyterian Church  
"Peace and Unity for All People"  
Oct 6, 6:30 PM  
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89051782366?pwd=QVR2aVd3ZVJ0MmhPNy9sM2pyaFYwZz09 
 
Meeting ID: 890 5178 2366 
Passcode: 845737 
One tap mobile 
+19292056099,,89051782366# 
Dial by your location 
        +1 312 626 6799 
Meeting ID: 890 5178 2366 
 
2nd annual Neighbor to Neighbor/Vecino a Vecino 
A ministry thrift sale happening October 15 (8 a.m. - 5 p.m.) and 16 (8-noon), at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Eau Claire. Proceeds from the sale will once again be used to provide scholarships for Latin American students 
at UW-Eau Claire. Check it out! 


