
January 23rd Worship – Third Sunday after Epiphany  
Introduction to the Day 

God’s glory is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand at attention. People weep. People prostrate 
themselves in prayer. The unity of the church is another reflection of God’s glory. Most gloriously, the promises 
of God are fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. Gather round. Listen up. Glimpse the glory of God. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who creates us, 
redeems us, 
and calls us by name. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of 
one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
and your beloved children. 
We have turned our faces away from your glory 
when it did not appear as we expected. 
We have rejected your word 
when it made us confront ourselves. 
We have failed to show hospitality 
to those you called us to welcome. 

Accept our repentance for the things we have 
done and the things we have left undone. 
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe 
in the glory of your Son born among us, 
and reflect your love for all creation. 
Amen. 
Rejoice in this good news: 
In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. 
You are descendants of the Most High, 
adopted into the household of Christ, 
and inheritors of eternal life. 
Live as freed and forgiven children of God. 
Amen. 
 
 

 

Gathering Song “Gather Us In”    #532 vs. 1,3,4 

Prayer of the Day 
Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the nourishment of your people. Grant 
that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may 
embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Lesson – Psalm 19
1-2 God’s glory is on tour in the skies, 
    God-craft on exhibit across the horizon. 
Madame Day holds classes every morning, 
    Professor Night lectures each evening. 
3-4 Their words aren’t heard, 
    their voices aren’t recorded, 
But their silence fills the earth: 
    unspoken truth is spoken everywhere. 
4-5 God makes a huge dome 
    for the sun—a superdome! 
The morning sun’s a new husband 
    leaping from his honeymoon bed, 
The daybreaking sun an athlete 
    racing to the tape. 
 

6 That’s how God’s Word vaults across the skies 
    from sunrise to sunset, 
Melting ice, scorching deserts, 
    warming hearts to faith. 
7-9 The revelation of God is whole 
    and pulls our lives together. 
The signposts of God are clear 
    and point out the right road. 
The life-maps of God are right, 
    showing the way to joy. 
The directions of God are plain 
    and easy on the eyes. 
God’s reputation is twenty-four-carat gold, 
    with a lifetime guarantee. 
The decisions of God are accurate 



    down to the nth degree. 
10 God’s Word is better than a diamond, 
    better than a diamond set between emeralds. 
You’ll like it better than strawberries in spring, 
    better than red, ripe strawberries. 
11-14 There’s more: God’s Word warns us of 
danger 
    and directs us to hidden treasure. 
Otherwise how will we find our way? 
    Or know when we play the fool? 
Clean the slate, God, so we can start the day fresh! 

    Keep me from stupid sins, 
    from thinking I can take over your work; 
Then I can start this day sun-washed, 
    scrubbed clean of the grime of sin. 
These are the words in my mouth; 
    these are what I chew on and pray. 
Accept them when I place them 
    on the morning altar, 
O God, my Altar-Rock, 
    God, Priest-of-My-Altar. 
.

Children’s Message  

Gospel – Luke 4:14-21 
Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread through all the 
surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 
  16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, 
as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the 
scroll and found the place where it was written: 
 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
  because he has anointed me 
   to bring good news to the poor. 
 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
  and recovery of sight to the blind, 
   to let the oppressed go free, 
 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were 
fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

Message   “Today”   Pastor Ned Lenhart 

Song of the Day “Change My Heart, O God”   #801 

Apostle’s Creed  

Prayers 

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church, the world, and 
all that God has made. 
A brief silence. 
You reveal yourself to us in the reading of scripture. Fulfill your word through the faithful witness of your 
church. Send us out to bring your liberating good news to all people. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
All creation proclaims your handiwork. Teach us to love the intricate and beautiful bodies that you have 
created. Bless tiny insects, enormous whales, and every creature in between. Sustain species at risk of 
extinction. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
You desire that there be no dissension among us. Where we are divided in our society, nation, or world, come 
quickly to reunite us into one body. Ease conflict, dispel violence, and bring an end to war. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Anoint with your Spirit all who seek your favor. Grant provision and justice for people living in poverty, people 
living with disability, those living with pain, or those living under oppression  (especially Peyton, Kathy Smith, 



Matt Miller, Bob Hodges, Bob Kries, Jim and Sandy Nelson, Joe Christensen, Bill and Bonnie Kuehn, Steve 
Bradford, David Gunderson, Cassie Skinner, Keith Franson, Frank Garber, Tom Karker). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Build up the body of Christ in this place. Bless the variety of ministries in this congregation (especially 
Shepherd’s Closet, the Quilters, Outreach Team, Chippewa Valley Street Ministry). Empower us to freely 
welcome and deeply value each person who enters into worship and ministry among us. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
In thanksgiving we lift before you the saints for whom the promise of salvation has now been fulfilled. Tend to 
those who mourn (especially). Bring us together in your everlasting glory. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to you in 
confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
Offering  

Offertory Prayer  
Blessed are you, O God, 
Sovereign of the universe. 
You offer us new beginnings 
and guide us on our journey. 
Lead us to your table, 
nourish us with this heavenly food, 
and prepare us to carry your love 
to a hungry world, 
in the name of Christ our light. 
Amen. 

Words of Institution – We invite you to find bread and wine or juice and partake in this Holy Meal. 
(Holding the bread) In the night in which we was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and broke it, gave thanks 
and gave it for all to eat saying, “This is my body broken for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again after supper he took the cup, and after giving thanks he gave it for all to drink saying, 
“this cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. So often as 
you do this, remember me.” 

Once you’ve taken the elements say, We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the abundance 
of your house. Send us to bring good news and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened with the richness of 
your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Communion Prayer 

Sending Song   “Oh, Sing to God Above”   #555 

 
 
 
 



Blessing 
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, 
who rejoices over you, 
and who calls you by name, 
☩ bless your going out and your coming in, 
today and forever. 
Amen. 

Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
Announcements 
 
Small Group. Spirit inspired. People led. 
As people of faith we are daily made new in the waters of Baptism. It is in Baptism that we find hope in 
community. That is going to be our focus here. What small group are you looking for? What are we missing? 
We want to hear from you! 
 
Old & New Bible Study 
Sunday morning in-person during fellowship 
Wednesdays at 11 a.m. in person and Zoom 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom 
If you are interested in joining the study via Zoom, call the office or click on the link in the online newsletter. 
 
Online Directory - Updates will be happening 
DeAnne will be working on the online directory in the coming days. We want to make sure that all members are 
in our online directory. When we do this, you may receive an email stating your privacy has been changed. 
Do not be alarmed, no one else sees this information outside of the church. This program is available to all 
members. If you need more information on how to use this, give DeAnne a call Monday-Thursday. 
 
Annual Meeting 
The Annual Meeting will be Sunday, Feb. 6 following worship. Look for the Annual Reports to be out in the 
next week. 
 
Giving Statements 
Your End-of-the Year statements are going in the mail this week. If you have questions, please let DeAnne 
know. 
 
Luther Park Events 
Luther Park Annual Meeting will be Saturday, Feb. 5 at 9:30 a.m. We are in need of 3 delegates. If you are 
interested, please let Pastor Josh or the office know. 
 
ChiliFest 2022 will be Sunday, Feb. 6, 12-4 p.m. Join in a day of fun and fellowship to support the ministry and 
mission of Luther Park. Aside from chili and hotdogs, enjoy sledding, games, crafts and much more. 
 
 


