
March 20th Worship – Third Sunday in Lent  
Introduction to the Day 

The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday in Lent. Cut it out or get cut down! The warnings are 
accompanied by God’s invitation to attentiveness: “Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may 
live.” The landowner’s ultimatum is forestalled by the gardener’s readiness to till the ground one more year. 

That is good news for all of us. Thanks be to God! 

Confession and Forgiveness

In the name of God, 
who makes a way in the wilderness, 
walks with us, 
and guides us in our pilgrimage. 
Amen. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, 
we confess that we have wandered far from you: 
we have not trusted your promises, 
we have ignored your prophets in our own day, 
we have squandered our inheritance of grace, 
we have failed to recognize you in our midst. 
Have mercy on us! 
 
 

 
Forgive us and turn us again to you. 
Teach us to follow in your ways, 
assure us again of your love, 
and help us to love our neighbor. 
Amen. 
Beloved in Christ, 
the Word draws near to you, 
and all who call out to God shall be saved. 
In Jesus, God comes to you again and again 
and gathers you under wings of love. 
In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven. 
God journeys with you and teaches you how to live 
in love. 
Amen. 

Gathering Song “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”   #618 

Prayer of the Day 
Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, death, and resurrection of your 
Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, and bring your saving love to fruition in our lives, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Lesson – Isaiah 55:1-9
1Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; 
 and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! 
 Come, buy wine and milk without money and 
without price. 
 2Why do you spend your money for that which is 
not bread, and your labor for that which does not 
satisfy? 
 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
  and delight yourselves in rich food. 
 3Incline your ear, and come to me; 
  listen, so that you may live. 
 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my 
steadfast, sure love for David. 
 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a 
leader and commander for the peoples. 
5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 

and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
 because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of 
Israel, for he has glorified you. 
 
 6Seek the LORD while he may be found, 
  call upon him while he is near; 
 7let the wicked forsake their way, 
  and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
 let them return to the LORD, that he may have 
mercy on them, 
  and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
  nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 
 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
  so are my ways higher than your ways 
  and my thoughts than your thoughts. 



Children’s Message  

Gospel – Luke 13:1-9 
1At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled 
with their sacrifices.2[Jesus] asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they 
were worse sinners than all other Galileans?3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they 
did. 4Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were 
worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish 
just as they did.” 
  6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it 
and found none. 7So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig 
tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one 
more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. 9If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you 
can cut it down.’ ” 

Message    

People of God, grace to you and peace from God, and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen 

Your neighborhood church. To be a church that meets people where they are at. To be a church that is FOR our 
neighborhood, no matter where that neighborhood may be. 

To be a church where each is KNOWN. Knowing that we each come into this community with our own stories, 
and the truth that God knows more about them than we, or anyone else does, and loves us just the same. 

So, what does it mean to be seen? 

To be seen has taken on a completely different meaning over the last two years. How many of you have heard, 
or stated yourself, in response to saying/hearing “it is good to see you,” have said/heard in response, “it is good 
to be seen.”  

As we tip-toe cautiously, some more optimistically than others, out of a pandemic, and start to see again more 
and more faces, we realize the value in being seen. Pre-pandemic it was our practice at Good Shepherd that as 
we entered the building for worship you would grab your nametag from the nametag board so that you could be 
greeted by name. Part of being seen is being called by name. Parents do give their children a name for a reason, 
after all. But, it is a practice that we have kind of forgotten. And, just recently I have heard some express a 
desire to return to, and saw some who returned for the first time in two years did habitually do. 

Being seen is being called by name. There is power in hearing one’s name spoken.  

But to be a church that proclaims that EACH is SEEN is different than being a church where it is good to see 
smiling faces again, as good as that is. 

To be seen, first and foremost, goes back to our roots as people of faith. They are roots that are nurtured in the 
promise that we hear in Ash Wednesday. They are roots nurtured in the crosses upon our foreheads, the cross 
that is Ash reminding us of our mortality, and the cross of baptismal waters where we are reminded of our 
eternal life.  

To be seen is to be heard. To be seen is to be valued. To be seen is to know that what you bring to the 
community of faith, to God’s people, is worthy.  

And, just as much as it is important to know and be a church that meets people where they are, knowing that 
they have stories that God knows far more about, it is equally important to see each person as a Child of God, 
fearfully and wonderfully made in God’s image. 



Jesus today tells us a parable. In response to questions regarding tainted sacrifices, Jesus questions if some are 
worse off than others because of their level of sin.  

To illustrate his point Jesus uses the example of the frustrated farmer with a fig tree that would produce nothing, 
and a merciful caretaker that begs for a another season. So often, when we see people, we take the approach of 
the farmer. We know what we know of them and ask ourselves why they’re even hear.  

But God, who is gracious and merciful, encourages us to give them one more season and see what happens. 
That is God’s grace. That is God’s mercy. That is what it is to be seen, and to see others for who God made 
them to be.  

We are all sinners who fall short of the glory of God, but it is God’s call, knowing that, to urge us to live a life 
of repentance from that which we’ve done wrong, and when asked, to offer the same forgiveness that God 
offers to us.  

And, the flipside of seeing others as being seen by God, is asking for that same forgiveness that we are called to 
offer. As Jesus tells his questioners in our Gospel, “unless you repent, you will all perish just as [the ones you 
ask me about] did.” 

People of God, to be a church where EACH is SEEN, is to be a church that extends the same grace and mercy 
to the other, that God extends to us.  

It is to see that person, whose story we know, not as that story, but as the person that God made them to be. A 
person that is fearfully and wonderfully made just as we are.  

That, as Isaiah puts it, “Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the wicked 
forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts, let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on 
them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” 

It is our place as church to extend that grace that we so badly need to each other as well. Whether the 
experiences of the other are known or unknown, to see and be seen is to be a place where grace comes first. 

Thanks be to God. Amen 

Song of the Day  “Change My Heart, O God”    #801 

Apostle’s Creed  

Prayers 

Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

We pray for the church around the world in all its forms: for pastors, deacons, bishops, chaplains, and mission 
developers; for church councils, committee chairs, and all lay ministry leaders; for congregations that 
contemplate difficult decisions about the future of their ministry. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For the health of this planet and the well-being of its creatures: for lands impacted by droughts and at risk of 
wildfires; for fig trees and vineyards that produce fruit for our nourishment and delight; for animal habitats 
threatened by climate change. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For those called into positions of civic responsibility: for judges, attorneys, and court administrators tasked with 
uncovering truth and delivering justice; for activists and community leaders who cast a vision of a more 
compassionate and equitable society. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 



For those who call upon you for mercy: for all who live in poverty and experience hunger; for any who feel 
tested beyond their strength; for those who are hospitalized or near death, and for all in need of healing praying 
(especially for Gena, Peyton, Kathy, Matt, Bob and Joanne, Jim and Sandy, Bob, Joe, Bill and Bonnie, David, 
Cassie, Keith and JoJo, Sherm and Mary, Frank and Heather) and all others we name now. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For the advocacy efforts of this congregation: for those whose faith leads them to speak difficult truths and 
engage in difficult conversations with policymakers; for those who promote mercy over vengeance or 
retaliation. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For those whose earthly journeys have ended, we give thanks. With (names and) all the saints, we praise you for 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

Offering  

Offertory Prayer  
Extravagant God, 
you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. 
Now we gather at your feast 
where you offer us the food that satisfies. 
Take and use what we offer here, come among us, 
and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, 
in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 

Words of Institution – We invite you to find bread and wine or juice and partake in this Holy Meal. 
(Holding the bread) In the night in which we was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and broke it, gave thanks 
and gave it for all to eat saying, “This is my body broken for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

(Holding the cup) Again after supper he took the cup, and after giving thanks he gave it for all to drink saying, 
“this cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sins. So often as 
you do this, remember me.” 

Once you’ve taken the elements say, Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, 
the bread of life. Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need. 
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Sending Song   “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”    #733 vs. 1,3 

Blessing 
You are children of God, 
anointed with the oil of gladness 
and strengthened for the journey. 
Almighty God, 
motherly, majestic, and mighty, 
☩ bless you this day and always. 
Amen. 

Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. Thanks be to God. 



Announcements 
 
Lent 
Our theme for Lent this year is "In spite of..." 
 
In spite of all of the reasons we might give ourselves for NOT being worthy of what comes at Easter, it still 
happens. So, let's talk about it. 
Join us each Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m. in person or online. 
 
Tulip Sale  
The Playground Committee at Roosevelt Elementary has partnered with Brent Douglas Flowers (an alum of 
Roosevelt) for this sale. All orders must be confirmed by March 27 for you to pickup on Thursday, April 14 
at Roosevelt. Call the church office if you would like to order a bunch of 10 tulips for $10 (normally $15); 2 
bunches for $16 or you can donate a bunch to Good Shepherd Senior Apartments for $6.  Order flowers for 
your table for Easter! 
(Or you can order yourself by going to: https://ecroosevelt.memberhub.com/store) 
 
Luther College Jazz Orchestra 
Tuesday, March 22, 7:30 p.m. 
Mabel Tainter Theater 
Free, donations accepted 
 
FREE Foot and Nail Care Clinic  
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, Continuing Education will offer free foot and nail care clinics for 
community members April 26-29. During the clinic, nurses will assess your foot and nail health and determine 
areas that need attention. Appointments range from 20 to 60 minutes depending on the level of care required. 
Registered nurses will perform foot and nail care services as part of a certification program. The clinic will be 
supervised by nurse instructors certified in foot and nail care. 
 
Next sessions:  
Tuesday, April 26, 2022 
Wednesday, April 27, 2022  
Thursday, April 25, 2022 
Friday, April 26, 2022 (7:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.) 
 
Time: 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  
 
Location: Grace Lutheran Church  
202 West Grand Avenue  
Eau Claire, WI 54703 
 
How to schedule an appointment:  
The services are free. Appointments are required and will be accepted beginning: Monday, April 11, at 
8:30 a.m. 
 
To schedule an appointment or request accommodations for disabilities, call UW-Eau Claire Continuing 
Education at 715-836-3636. 
 
*To ensure the safety of our clients, nurses, and staff, masks are required at the clinical.   
 



                 


