
Tenth Sunday After Pentecost 
August 14th, 2022 

Introduction to the Day 

The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He invites our undivided attention 
and devotion. Today in worship we are surrounded by a great “cloud of witnesses.” In the word and in holy 

communion we are invited yet again to look to Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.” 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of 
one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path 
but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, 
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
 

When met by those in need, 
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves 
and free us to love our neighbors. 
Amen. 
Hear the good news! 
God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. 
You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 

Gathering Hymn “Gather Us In”     #532 vs. 1,3,4 

Greeting 
The Grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share your zeal for truth. Give us 
courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants and prophets, to 
look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Reading: Hebrews 11:29—12:2 
29By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians attempted to do 
so they were drowned. 30By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. 31By 
faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in 
peace. 
 32And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David 
and Samuel and the prophets—33who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained 
promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of 
weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35Women received their dead by resurrection. 
Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. 36Others suffered 
mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, 
they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented—
38of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the 
ground. 
 39Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was promised, 40since God 
had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect. 
 12:1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and 
the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus the 



pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

Children’s Message 

Gospel: Luke 12:49-56 

Jesus said:] 49“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 50I have a baptism 
with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed! 51Do you think that I have come to 
bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! 52From now on five in one household will be 
divided, three against two and two against three; 53they will be divided: 
 father against son 
  and son against father, 
 mother against daughter 
  and daughter against mother, 
 mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 
  and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 
 54He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, ‘It is going to 
rain’; and so it happens. 55And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; 
and it happens. 56You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you 
not know how to interpret the present time?” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ 

Sermon  (Pastor Josh is on vacation this week but will be here on Sunday) 

Song of the Day  “You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore” #817 vs. 1,2,4 

The Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer. 
A brief silence. 
Arise, O God, and sustain your church. We pray for all who dedicate their lives to serving your people. Renew 
our commitment to our siblings in faith around the globe, and bless the work of our ecumenical and interfaith 
partners (especially). Merciful God, 



receive our prayer. 
Arise, O God, and sustain your creation. We pray for all places affected by natural disasters (especially). 
Transform the devastation of floods and fires into fertile ground for new life and growth. Fill heaven and earth 
with your life-giving Spirit. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Arise, O God, and sustain the nations. We pray for all elected officials. Kindle in them a desire to administer 
your justice. Strengthen their resolve to defend those who are vulnerable and to stand publicly against all forms 
of oppression. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Arise, O God, and sustain those who are oppressed. We pray for people harmed by racist discrimination, ableist 
discrimination, and all people discriminated against based on their gender identity or sexual orientation. Rescue 
us from all systems that degrade our fellow human beings. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Arise, O God, and sustain this assembly. We pray for this community, celebrating with those who rejoice and 
weeping with those who weep (especially for Gena, Peyton, Matt, Bob and Joanne, Jim and Sandy, Bob, Joe, 
Bill and Bonnie, David, Cassie, Keith and JoJo, Sherm and Mary, Frank and Heather, Verna, Bob and Sonja, 
Irene, Kathy, Val, Jacob). In our joy and in our tears, be near us. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, we remember the saints (especially Maximilian Kolbe and Kaj 
Munk) who have gone before us. May we run with perseverance the race set before us until we find our rest in 
you. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus 
Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
Amen. 
 
Offering  

Please see the graphic at the end of the worship packet for a snapshot of our current finances. With July being 
one of our most difficult months, both in expenses and revenue, there was much concern. Thanks to your 
generosity we were able to not only come out even, but we will be able to make a dent in the gap we’ve been 
chipping away at throughout the year. We continue to ask that you prayerfully consider a Bridge the Gap gift as 
we look at one more summer month before getting back into the program year in the fall. 
 
Offertory Prayer 
God of abundance: 
you have set before us a plentiful harvest. 
As we feast on your goodness, 
strengthen us to labor in your field, 
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, 
in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

Communion 



Prayer 
Life-giving God, 
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds 
and fed us with your mercy. 
Now send us forth to live for others, 
both friend and stranger, 
that all may come to know your love. 
This we pray in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

Blessing 
The God of peace, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you, comfort you, 
and show you the path of life 
this day and always. 
Amen. 

Sending Song   “Blessed Assurance”     #805 vs. 1,3 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Our prayers and sympathies to Sandy Nelson and family. Jim passed away yesterday. Services are pending. 
 
“Calling all Artists”, to share their form of “Art” at an Arts Fellowship Event. This event is the collaboration of six 
ELCA churches in Eau Claire. The event will be held on Reformation Sunday, October 30, from 1 to 4 p.m., at Hope 
Lutheran Church. Each church will have a music group sharing an anthem and 2 to 3 artists to display their artwork. Art 
has been defined but not limited to: paintings, wood carving, pottery, sculpture, rosemaling, photography, jewelry, batik, 
and stained glass. If you are interested or you have questions, please see Sue Kramer, or leave a message with the church 
office and she’ll get back to you. 


