
Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 
August 28th, 2022 

Introduction to the Day 

Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s grace in holy baptism we have a place at 
Christ’s banquet table. When, by the power of that same Spirit, humility and mutual love continue among us, 

the church can be more inviting still. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of 
one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path 
but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, 
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
 

When met by those in need, 
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves 
and free us to love our neighbors. 
Amen. 
Hear the good news! 
God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. 
You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 

Gathering Hymn “All Are Welcome”     #641 vs. 1,2,3 

Greeting 
The Grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. Give us the humility of your 
Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Reading: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16  
1Let mutual love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have 
entertained angels without knowing it. 3Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with 
them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. 4Let marriage be held in 
honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. 5Keep 
your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, “I will never leave 
you or forsake you.” 6So we can say with confidence, 
 “The Lord is my helper; 
  I will not be afraid. 
 What can anyone do to me?” 
 7Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their way of life, 
and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 15Through him, then, let us 
continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. 16Do not neglect to 
do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

Children’s Message 

 



Gospel: Luke 14:1,7-14 

1On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, 
they were watching him closely. 
 7When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. 8“When you are invited 
by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished 
than you has been invited by your host; 9and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give 
this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 10But when you are 
invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up 
higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 11For all who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
 12He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your 
friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would 
be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And you will 
be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ 

Sermon  

People of God, grace to you and peace from God, and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN 

The heading on this section of Luke’s Gospel in the Lutheran Study Bible is “Humility and Hospitality.” In 
talking about humility and hospitality, Jesus continues this theme of messages that are countercultural. 

A couple of weeks ago Jesus, through story, reminded his listeners that hope, peace, and comfort for most, at 
the expense of those on the margins, is not good enough. The hope, peace, and comfort that Jesus speaks of is 
greater than our divisions, and it is for all people. 

Last week, Jesus reminded us that there is no law, there is no “the way it ought to be or used to be”, there is no 
thing greater than meeting the needs of our neighbor.  

And he delivered both of these messages in ways that maybe, even if just a little bit, leave themselves open for a 
“I actually think he means this.” 

But, today is different. Today, in answering the age old question: What Would Jesus Do, he tells us 
straightforward, with no room for interpretation, this is how it is to be.  

And, the entirety of what he preaches and teaches today, is countercultural. 

First, He tells those who are listening that when they are invited to a party that they are to “go and sit down at 
the lowest place.” I’d imagine many of us, unless we really don’t want to be at the party that we are at, 
generally sit somewhere relatively close to the one who is throwing the party. It is natural. You were probably 
invited because you are a friend, and we typically want to be close to those that we consider our friends. Jesus 
tells us to sit at the lowest place, in the event that someone greater is coming. 

Next, he tells those who are listening to humble themselves, because “those who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” We struggle with this one. Even if you’re the 
most humble being there is, you, or someone on your behalf, will talk about how incredibly humble you are. 
Old Lutheran, the Lutheran humor t-shirt and more company has the slogan, “Center for Lutheran Pride (but not 
too proud). Why? Because we aren’t supposed to be prideful. Yet, we often are. 

Third, when making an invite, don’t do so being concerned with what is in it for you. Jesus tells those who are 
listening to “not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors,” in case they may invite 
you in return. Don’t invite people because of the fact that there may be something coming to you in return and 



that you would be repaid. We like to do this, though. We like to live by the “you scratch my back and I’ll 
scratch yours.” We live in a “what have you done for me lately,” world. That is how we function.  

Instead, Jesus tells us, “when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And, you 
will be blessed, BECAUSE they cannot repay you.” Who on earth proposes we do something BECAUSE there 
is nothing (immediate) in it for us? Well, Jesus does. 

After weeks of preaching and teaching in ways that could maybe be twisted to fit a selected narrative, Jesus lays 
it out plainly.  

Invite those whom you would rather not invite.  

Invite those that offer no reward in return for being invited. 

Invite those that will raise the eyebrows of the ones you’d normally invite. 

For Jesus it is that simple. 

Yet, we find a way to forget that. At some point in life, we find a way, a reason, an excuse, for why we CAN’T 
do that. 

This past week I was in the car with my older two children. We somehow got on the topic of people that don’t 
have homes, and I could see the struggle in our oldest as she tried to find the word for it. Saying that they are 
“homeless” didn’t feel kind to her. I told her that is the reality for some folks though, they do not have a home 
as we do.  

“That isn’t right, Dad. I wish there was something we could do about it.” 

I sit there hoping to have the right answer come to me, but before it could she continued… 

“Why can’t we adopt a homeless person?” 

Again, I sat their looking for my version of what it would mean to adopt a homeless, because it surely didn’t 
mean… 

“Dad, we have an extra room, why can’t we adopt a homeless person.” 

And at some point between when I was 8.5 and 36.5, my mind decided that wasn’t something that could be 
done. It would take too much. It would be dangerous. That extra room is our office. You three kids are already 
hard enough to feed. And all of those excuses seemed inadequate. 

People of God, what if we looked at the issues that face the world the way a child would? Sure, it seems at 
times like lofty goals that are at times unattainable, but is it really that unattainable to invite the poor, the 
crippled, the blind, and the lame to the banquet feast we gather around each week? 

It won’t be popular. It probably won’t increase our weekly giving. It may even result in someone sitting in your 
seat, simply because they didn’t know it was yours.  

And what would Jesus say? GOOD! 

That is the way it is supposed to be! 

Thanks be to God. AMEN 

Song of the Day  “Come to the Table”      #481 

 



The Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer. 
A brief silence. 
For the church and its leaders, we pray. Uphold all deacons, pastors, and bishops who serve and teach your 
people. Awaken in your church a spirit of invitation that reaches ever outward. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For the well-being of creation and its inhabitants, we pray. Stir in us reverent awe for the beauty of the natural 
world, for oceans and lakes, rivers and streams, forests and deserts. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For the nations and peoples of the world, we pray. Sustain the efforts of those who pursue justice and equity for 
all. Defend and accompany all immigrants and refugees and all who are persecuted for their ethnic origin or 
religious beliefs. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, we pray. Be present with those who live in isolation or fear, 
especially those who are incarcerated or detained. Comfort all who are sick or grieving (especially for Gena, 
Peyton, Matt, David, Cassie, Verna, Irene, Kathy, Val, Jacob, Keith and JoJo, Bob and Joanne, Bill and 
Bonnie, Sherm and Mary, Frank and Heather, Bob and Sonja. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For this congregation and its ministries, we pray. Prepare children, teachers, and youth ministry leaders for a 
new year of learning. Embolden our witness to invite others to the table. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
For all the saints who confessed God’s name we give thanks. May we cling to the promise of our risen Savior, 
Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today, and forever. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus 
Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

 

 



Offering  

Please see the graphic at the end of the worship packet for a snapshot of our current finances. Entering the 
month of May, and the summer slump months that would follow, we were worried. Our financial picture was 
such that we needed to make some very difficult decisions. The combination of budget cuts and increased 
giving saw us come through the summer making a significant bridge across the gap in our giving and expenses. 
As we now enter the fall and the program year, we are going to be taking a more intensive look at our 
stewardship and how we give from what God has entrusted us with. We are grateful for the generosity that all of 
you have shown your church these past few months and we cannot wait for Fall to be here and to see those 
returning who have been away for the summer. 

Offertory Prayer 
God of abundance: 
you have set before us a plentiful harvest. 
As we feast on your goodness, 
strengthen us to labor in your field, 
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, 
in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

Communion 

Prayer 
Life-giving God, 
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds 
and fed us with your mercy. 
Now send us forth to live for others, 
both friend and stranger, 
that all may come to know your love. 
This we pray in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

Blessing 
The God of peace, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you, comfort you, 
and show you the path of life 
this day and always. 
Amen. 

Sending Song   “All Are Welcome”      #641 vs. 4,5 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



 


