
Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
September 4, 2022 

Introduction to the Day 

Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by translating Paul’s request to Philemon 
into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company and forgiveness of Christ 
in holy communion and recalling God’s grace in remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened in this hour 

to “choose life”—to choose life in God as our own. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of 
one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path 
but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, 
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
 

When met by those in need, 
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves 
and free us to love our neighbors. 
Amen. 
Hear the good news! 
God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. 
You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 

Gathering Hymn “Lift High the Cross”     #660 

Greeting 
The Grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, begun, continued, and 
ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20  
15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you obey the commandments of 
the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and 
observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and 
the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and 
you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you 
shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call 
heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. 
Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding 
fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to 
give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

Children’s Message 

 



Gospel: Luke 14:25-33 

25Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to them, 26“Whoever comes to me and 
does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my 
disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you, 
intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to 
complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to 
ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to wage 
war against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the 
one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he 
sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you 
do not give up all your possessions.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ 

Sermon  

People of God, grace to you and peace from God, and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN 

Bold language is difficult to hear. It throws us for a loop. It grabs and keeps our attention, and we miss whatever 
comes next.  

Did you know, there were 7 more verses in this Gospel text after the verse that told us to hate “father and 
mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself…” ? 

We’re hung up on that. And, rightfully so. It would do us well, at this point, to do two things. 

1) Take a deep breath. 

2) Get some background information. 

Admittedly, this language, this instruction, hit me just as hard as I’m sure it struck many of you. Hate is a word 
we really try not to use. We teach our children not to use it, and encourage them to think of something more 
acceptable. You don’t hate something, you might dislike it with a passion, but you don’t hate it. 

And, admittedly, I needed to do some research for myself. Because, surely, Jesus doesn’t actually want us to 
hate those things we so dearly love, in order to follow him, does he? 

Well… 

Dr. Carolyn Sharp, Professor of Hebrew Scriptures at Yale Divinity School offers some insight. 

In Matthew, this passage is milder, but gives us some insight into what Jesus is telling us. “Those who love 
family members more than they love him are not worthy of him.” That is not to say that Luke is wrong, nor 
should we try to explain away he is saying (after all, violent antagonism could very well be the will of God. 

But, in Jewish traditions, “hate” is used regularly of the animosity between actual enemies, for sure. But it is 
also used in situations showing contrast in discernment. “the wicked are said to hate discipline, justice, and 
knowledge, while the righteous hate wickedness, falsehood, and gossip.”  

Jesus, in Luke’s Gospel, is not encouraging intense hostility towards those things we so dearly love. Rather, he 
is again calling us to examine where we truly place our worth and our purpose, and take a good long hard look 
at what may be keeping us from truly following him.  

It is a stark example, but it is needed.  



How often do we sacrifice doing the right thing because of the feathers it may ruffle and relationships it may 
damage?  

How often do we set out address an ill of this world, and never get beyond the step of the process that has us 
assessing the true cost?  

And, Jesus knows it. Jesus knows what he is calling his followers to. I think he also knows the extremes to 
which we are going to take the things that he says. 

We hear Jesus tell his followers that they are to take nothing with them when they follow him. 

We hear Jesus tell his followers that to accomplish what they hope to accomplish they need to sell their 
possessions and give everything to the poor. 

We hear Jesus say these things and we think that Jesus wants us to be naked wanderers in order to truly be his 
followers.  

I don’t think that is the case. 

Rather, he is simply calling us to examine what it will take.  

Perhaps we aren’t called to be unclothed wanderers as followers of Christ, but we darn well better be able to put 
ourselves in the barefooted path of those who are, because that is what it looks like to truly follow him.  

Jesus calls us, when we see a problem that needs addressing, to get beyond the reasons that we tell ourselves 
that we can’t be the one to do it. Jesus, again, and we have heard this so many times before, calls us into a life 
of fully committed action. 

Yes, it might mean that we need to examine relationships. Yes, it might mean that some people get upset. Sure, 
we may lose friends. 

And that is what Jesus calls us to. To fully follow him in ways that aren’t going to be popular and to reach 
people that we don’t believe can be reached. 

People of God, our first question when it comes to following Christ ought not be what the cost may be to us, 
rather, it ought to be what the impact will be on others. 

Thanks be to God. AMEN 

Song of the Day  “Will You Come and Follow Me”     #798 vs. 1,4,5 

The Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers for the church, 
those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 

We pray for the church around the world and for the mission of the gospel. Refresh the hearts of your people, 
deepen our understanding of every good thing we share, and strengthen our partnerships in the faith. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
For the well-being of the earth and all its creatures: for trees and forests, for all that will yield fruit this season, 
and for streams and other bodies of water. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
For the nations and those in authority: for the elected leaders of our towns, states, and country, and for 
international organizations. Grant wisdom to those who govern and raise up citizens who make decisions in the 
best interest of their neighbors. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
For all in need: for those who suffer from disease, who struggle with homelessness or food insecurity, for those 
whose family life is difficult, and for all in this community who need your care (especially for Gena, Peyton, 
Matt, David, Cassie, Verna, Irene, Kathy, Val, Jacob, Keith and JoJo, Bob and Joanne, Bill and Bonnie, Sherm 
and Mary, Frank and Heather, Bob and Sonja. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
For this community of faith: for all our labors—begun, continued, and ended in you—that they glorify your 
holy name. Bless your people with the strength to live into their many vocations for the sake of the world. God 
of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give thanks for the saints who now rest from their labors (especially Peter Claver, priest and missionary). 
Give us faith, like them, to love you with all our hearts, and by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and all our prayers 
to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

Offering  

Please see the graphic at the end of the worship packet for a snapshot of our current finances. Entering the 
month of May, and the summer slump months that would follow, we were worried. Our financial picture was 
such that we needed to make some very difficult decisions. The combination of budget cuts and increased 
giving saw us come through the summer making a significant bridge across the gap in our giving and expenses. 
As we now enter the fall and the program year, we are going to be taking a more intensive look at our 
stewardship and how we give from what God has entrusted us with. We are grateful for the generosity that all of 
you have shown your church these past few months and we cannot wait for Fall to be here and to see those 
returning who have been away for the summer. 

 

 



Offertory Prayer 
Gracious God, 
in your great love you richly provide for our needs. 
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, 
and make us ready to share with all in need; 
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. 
Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

Communion 

Prayer 
God of the abundant table, 
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
with bread for the journey. 
Give us your grace on the road 
that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

Blessing 
The God of peace, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you, comfort you, 
and show you the path of life 
this day and always. 
Amen. 

Sending Song   “Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises”    #535 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



 
Annuoncements 
Sundays: 

 As we get back into the program year in September, we are going to be seeing the return of things we 
used to see during “normal” times. We know things aren’t “normal” yet, but we also know that there are 
ways that we can introduce these things that are still safe, and have alternatives available for those who 
prefer added precautions. Mainly, 

o We are going to be inviting those who wish to receive wafer and cup of wine during communion 
to come forward and do that. (Pre-packaged elements will still be available). This means that we 
are going to need people to prep those things! 

o We are also going to be seeing the return of a more robust Fellowship Time, but we need people 
to help set it up. 

o Faith formation helpers! Feel like you might be able to guide a group of young people in their 
life of faith? We’ve got a role for you here! 

o So you think you can sing? We’d love to have you join the choir! Can’t sing, but do believe 
you’ve got a musical bone in your body? Perhaps the Bell Choir is right for you! 

 
Rally Day Kick-Off - September 11 after worship 
Ice cream treats and yard games 


