
Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
September 25th, 2022 

Introduction to the Day 

Consideration of and care for those in need (especially those “at our gate,” visible to us, of whom we are aware) 
is an essential component of good stewardship. It is in the sharing of wealth that we avoid the snare of wealth. It 
is the one whom death could not hold—who comes to us risen from the dead—who can free us from the death 

grip of greed. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of 
one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path 
but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, 
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
 

When met by those in need, 
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves 
and free us to love our neighbors. 
Amen. 
Hear the good news! 
God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. 
You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 

Gathering Hymn “Gather Us In”      #532 vs.  1,3,4 

Greeting 
The Grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed us with your grace, and grant us 
the treasure that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Reading: Amos 6:1a, 4-7  
1aAlas for those who are at ease in Zion, 
  and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria, 
 4Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, 
  and lounge on their couches, 
 and eat lambs from the flock, 
  and calves from the stall; 
 5who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, 
  and like David improvise on instruments of music; 
 6who drink wine from bowls, 
  and anoint themselves with the finest oils, 
  but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 
 7Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, 
  and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

Children’s Message 



Gospel: Luke 16:19-31 

[Jesus said:] 19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously 
every day. 20And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21who longed to satisfy his 
hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22The poor man 
died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 23In 
Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24He 
called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool 
my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.’ 25But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime 
you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you 
are in agony. 26Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want 
to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ 27He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you 
to send him to my father’s house—28for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also 
come into this place of torment.’ 29Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to 
them.’ 30He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31He said 
to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises 
from the dead.’ ” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ 

Sermon  

People of God, grace to you and peace from God, and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN 

Jesus does an incredible job of using characters in stories to relate to his audience. Often times the ones pushing 
to be part of the crowd are the ones in society that Jesus often preaches and teaches about being mistreated. 
Often it is a crowd of societal cast offs.  

Jesus is fully aware of this fact. And, he preaches and teaches directly to that crowd.  

But also, he preaches to the gathering of naysayers around the perimeter, the questioners and doubters that we 
often hear challenging him.  

So, when Jesus starts his story with a rich man who ate sumptuously while dressed in purple and fine linens 
while a poor man laid at his gate, his crowd can relate. 

And, when the rich man dies, the majority of the crowd likely had little to no sympathy at his death. Rarely did 
the rich get their by honest and just means. In fact, it was often the opposite. So, the crowd can relate. And, their 
lack of sympathy is justified.  

Likewise, those around the perimeter, those who frequently question Jesus and his preaching and teaching, can 
relate as well, though they likely felt a little more attacked. 

From the get go, Jesus story connects greatly to his audience. Again, something we are very used to him doing. 

What Jesus story does for us is give us a glimpse perhaps at the age-old question of the existence of heaven and 
hell.  

Personal I struggle as a person proclaiming the faith that we proclaim believing in there being a hell. It is 
difficult for me to reconcile the existence of a hell while believing in a God who gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast. Okay, maybe it exists, but a God who is those things we proclaim wants to 
give us every single opportunity to repent, and we have heard Jesus preach and teach that before as well. 

Jesus is quite a fan of repentance. Why? Because that is what leads to relationship. To admit and be willing to 
admit that you have done wrong is a major building block to a strong relationship.  



When we couple this with the message that we’ve been hearing quite a bit from Jesus late, the cost of 
discipleship, we start to get a better idea of just what Jesus has to say.  

While this story makes it seem as though there is indeed eternal damnation to a place called hell, this is 
ultimately a warning. It isn’t so much that Jesus is saying there is eternal damnation, but moreso that he knows 
that those who cling to their earthly possessions on earth, aren’t going to let go of them in the afterlife.  

Notice that in our Gospel text the rich man, in death, still believes that he has power over Lazarus, the poor man 
who had laid at his gate. He calls upon Abraham to instruct Lazarus to do things for him. All while being unable 
to address Lazarus himself. Even in death he is unable to face that which put him in Hades in the first place, his 
unwillingness to acknowledge the poor in his midst.  

After multiple stories of celebration of finding the one that was lost, a sheep, a coin, a son, Jesus gives a 
warning as to what will happen if we don’t realize God’s call to do the same. Jesus warns the Rich Man that if 
the prophetic texts that call his brothers to care for their neighbor aren’t enough, neither will a dead person 
coming back to warn them be enough. 

So we must ask, do we hear the call of the prophetic texts in our lives? Do we hear what Jesus preaches and 
teaches and respond, or do we go about life as we have done it. 

Early this week while scrolling twitter I was reminded that on Monday every single major news outlet had 
coverage of the Queens funeral and procession to burial. For days our attention was glued to the television with 
every step of the proceedings. And I am as guilty as the next person.  

Meanwhile, what else was happening in our world at that same time? 

Jackson, Mississippi currently has sludge coming from their water faucets and on Monday, the whole island of 
Puerto Rico was without power. 

When we brought this up during Bible Study, the Holy Spirit, speaking through one of the members at Bible 
Study that day repeated this phrase. 

“Purple Linens.” 

People of God, it is so easy to be distracted and have our attention grabbed by the beauty and glamorous of this 
world. It is much easier to consume those things that ultimately have zero affect on us. And yes, the death and 
burial of the Queen of England does, indeed, have zero affect on us. 

But, Jesus calls us to give notice to the poor that lay at our gates.  

What is God calling us to do in response to the injustice of the world around us? 

Thankfully we do believe in a God who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 
love. Thankfully, we do believe in Jesus who in his death defeated sin, death, and the power of the devil, SO 
THAT we would have eternal life. 

While that really squashes the idea of the finality of hell and eternal damnation, it doesn’t mean that being a 
disciple of Christ, a Jesus follower, doesn’t come at great cost.  

Jesus knows that. We know that. Yet, he calls us, and we are urged to respond anyways.   

Thanks be to God. AMEN 

 

Song of the Day  “Change My Heart, O God”      #801 



The Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our prayers for the church, 
those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 

O God, rich in mercy, fill your church with righteousness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness. Empower the 
baptized by your Spirit to be rich in good works and ready to share. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Protect the earth and its creatures. Provide water, food, shelter, and favorable habitats, especially for endangered 
species. Preserve threatened ice caps, glaciers, parks, and beaches. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Increase justice in nations, local governments, and courtrooms. Guide lawyers and those who hold public office 
to act with compassion and discernment (local authorities may be named). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Give food to the hungry. Set the captives free. Lift up those who are bowed down. Watch over the stranger. 
Tend to those who are ill (especially for Gena, Peyton, Matt, David, Cassie, Verna, Irene, Kathy, Val, Jacob, 
Keith and JoJo, Bob and Joanne, Bill and Bonnie, Sherm and Mary, Frank and Heather, Bob and Sonja). Stir 
us to act in the best interest of our neighbors. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Enliven our praise. Inspire musicians, artists, poets, and all who create beauty in this place (those who plan and 
lead worship may be named). God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Enfold the saints who have died in the arms of your loving care. Grant that the holy angels accompany us and 
bring us to eternal life with them in the light of your presence. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and all our prayers 
to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
Offering  

 
 
 
 
 



Offertory Prayer 
Gracious God, 
in your great love you richly provide for our needs. 
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, 
and make us ready to share with all in need; 
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. 
Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

Communion 

Prayer 
God of the abundant table, 
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 
with bread for the journey. 
Give us your grace on the road 
that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

Blessing 
God, who gives life to all things 
and frees us from despair, 
bless you with truth and peace. 
And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
guide you always in faith, hope, and love. 
Amen. 

Sending Song   “Canticle of the Turning”      #723 vs. 1,2,4 

Dismissal 
Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 
Okay! We will! Thanks be to God! 
And all of Good Shepherd said, 
AMEN! 
 
 


