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Matthew 28 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went 
to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, 
came and rolled back the stone and sat on it… the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you 
are looking for Jesus who was crucified.  He is not here, for he has been raised, as he said… go quickly and tell his 
disciples.” 

 

Dear Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, 

Join me and that great cloud of witnesses this Easter in the 
acclamation:  

Christ is Risen, 
He is Risen indeed, Alleluia! 

 
The gospel reading for this Easter is from the book of Matthew. 
Matthew is the only gospel writer that records an earthquake on 
Easter morning. The women arrive at the tomb and are greeted by an 
earthquake, an angel rolling back the stone, and the news that their Lord and 
Savior wasn’t there, JESUS HAD BEEN RAISED FROM THE DEAD. What? The women were filled 
with shock and fear. The aftershocks of this earthquake are still felt. The news that death doesn’t win and 
is defeated by the power of God in Christ Jesus continues to shock and amaze us.   

What if we imagined Easter not as a lovely spring ritual filled with pastel-colored eggs and candy but as 
the violent earthquake that it is? Few living in the Midwest have experienced an earthquake. A pastor 
born in California remembers her mother putting rubber bands on the kitchen cupboard handles so the 
china dishes wouldn’t fall out when there was an earthquake.  When has a death of a loved one shaken the 
foundation of your world? When have you realized how fragile life can be? Christ's resurrection from the 
dead, his victory over sin, death, and the devil shakes up everything. It is the good news that can even 
shake us loose from our grief.  

What if we experienced Easter as a violent earthquake more like a fresh egg dropped to the floor than one 
hard-boiled and beautifully decorated? What if the Easter Earthquake shakes us awake, shakes everything 
out of the cupboards and closets so we are forced to do spring cleaning and decide what to put back and 
what to throw out? What if we get rid of stuff that doesn't work and give more space to what's important? 
What is really important? What is God’s will for you?  What are our Easter priorities?   

What if this year the Easter Earthquake cracks open and rolls away the stone from our hearts, shakes 
loose old ideas, breaks down rock-hard prejudices, and opens us up to new ways to love our neighbor and 
to share this amazing good news that Jesus lives?  What new life might rise up from the rubble? What 
new relationships might develop? Like a chick struggles to break free of the egg’s shell, new beginnings 
are rarely easy, but they are worth it.  



  
 

The good news is that Christ’s resurrection from the dead and his victory over death is good news even to 
those who have experienced a literal shifting of tectonic plates beneath the earth. On February 6, 2023, a 
7.8 magnitude earthquake hit Turkey and Syria leaving over 50,000 people dead and hundreds of 
thousands more wounded, displaced, or homeless. More than 10,000 aftershocks have been felt since 
February 6 leading to more deaths, fear, and trauma. The aftershocks will continue for a long time.1 

This Easter, in response to the earthquake that opened the tomb and to the good news that Jesus has been 
raised from the dead, I encourage you to give a gift to the Lutheran Disaster Response to help the victims 
of the Earthquake in Turkey and Syria. Here is a link to help you do that. 
https://community.elca.org/middle-east-crisis?_ga=2.89763675.1129066314.1679579365-
256581953.1608055964 

Suddenly there was a great earthquake… 

In Christ, 

 

Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson 

 

 
1 https://www.reuters.com/graphics/TURKEY-QUAKE/AFTERSHOCKS/dwpkdzklevm/ 


