Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 7, 2023

Introduction to the Day
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to
prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness
into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.

Greeting — The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all.
And also with you
Thanksgiving for Baptism

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
by whose hand we are given new birth,
by whose speaking we are given new life.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are welcomed, restored, and supported
as citizens of the new creation.

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Silence for Reflection

Holy God,

holy and merciful,

holy and mighty,

you are the river of life,

you are the everlasting wellspring.

In mercy and might you have freed us from death
and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead.
In baptismal waters our old life is washed away,

and in them we are born anew.
Gathering Hymn “All Are Welcome”

Prayer of the Day

As water is poured into the font

Glory to you for oceans and lakes,

for rivers and streams.

Honor to you for waters that wash us clean,
quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and
creatures.

Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism,
the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation.

Wash away our sin and all that separates us
from you.

Empower our witness to your resurrection.
Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all.

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water.
Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment.
Where despair prevails, grant hope.

Where chaos reigns, bring peace.

We ask this through Christ,

who with you and the Spirit reigns forever.
Amen.

#641 vs. 1,3,4,5

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one another,
to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

'Tn you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;

deliver me in your righteousness.
’Incline your ear to me;
make haste to deliver me.

>Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold;

for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.

“Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,

for you are my tower of strength.



SInto your hands I commend my spirit,

for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.
SMy times are in your hand;

rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
16 et your face shine upon your servant;

save me in your steadfast love.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message

Gospel: John 14:1-14
[Jesus said to the disciples:] '“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my
Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a
place for you? *And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that
where I am, there you may be also. *And you know the way to the place where I am going.” *Thomas said to
him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” ®Jesus said to him, “I am the
way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. ’If you know me, you will know
my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” ®Jesus said to him, “Have I been
with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can
you say, ‘Show us the Father’? '°Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words
that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. !'Believe me that I
am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works
themselves. '?Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will
do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. °I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that
the Father may be glorified in the Son. *If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ

Sermon

People of God, grace to you and peace from God, and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN.
Thanks be to God.

AMEN

Song of the Day “Children of the Heavenly Father” #781

Apostle’s Creed
Prayers of Intercession

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.

God of life, strengthen your church to proclaim your gospel even in times of trouble. As we remember Stephen,
we give thanks for diaconal ministry. Bless all deacons and strengthen them for their bridge-building ministry
between church and world. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Creating God, you show your steadfast love through mighty waters, towering mountains, verdant fields, and
arid deserts. Protect the earth’s diverse habitats from the forces of pollution, erosion, extinction, and global
warming. Hear us, O God.



Your mercy is great.

Mighty God, your Spirit guides us into all truth. Give wisdom to world and local leaders and organizations as
they begin, build, or renew relationships. Strengthen leaders and aid organizations in areas needing to be rebuilt
following conflict, unrest, or natural disaster (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Loving God, you make your home among us. Abide with refugees, those experiencing homelessness, those
fleeing war and poverty, and all who question if there is a home in your heart. We pray for all who are sick (We
pray especially for Peyton, Matt, David, Verna, Irene, Connie, Clarice, Steve, Kathy, Val, Jacob, Keith and
JoJo, Bob and Joanne, Bill and Bonnie, Frank and Heather, Bob and Sonja, Bill and Betty, Tom and Kay,
Sherm and Mary, Sandy). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Assuring God, you accompany your people amid uncertainty and change. Uphold people in this community
who have recently moved, changed jobs or schools, retired, or are going through transitions of any kind. Lead
us in your ways. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Renewing God, you gather the saints at your heavenly banquet. We give you thanks for the care shown us by
those who have gone before us (especially). Grant confidence and comfort for all awaiting the place you have
prepared. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

Amen.

Offering

Offertory Prayer

Generous God,

in this meal you offer your very self.

We give thanks for these gifts of the earth.
In the breaking of this bread

reveal to us the Risen One.

In the pouring of this wine

pour us out in service to the world;
through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Communion

Prayer

Gracious God,

in you we live and move and have our being.
With your word and this meal of grace,

you have nourished our life together.
Strengthen us to show your love

and serve the world in Jesus’ name.

Amen.



Blessing

The God of all,

who raised * Jesus from the dead,

bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit
to live in the new creation.

Amen.

Sending Song “We Are Marching in the Light” #866

Dismissal

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord!
Okay! We will! Thanks be to God!
And all of Good Shepherd said...
AMEN!

2023 Financial Snapshot

Month of April Year-to-Date 2022 Comparison
Total $91731
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Difference $801 $220 -$16,277

Compared to January - April 2022: Revenue is up $14,185. Expenses are down $2,312. We have BRIDGED THE GAP!

Good Shepherd is in the midst of a planning process that looks to our future. Your
perspective will significantly help the Planning Team as they engage in deep discernment of
God’s call for us.

When 100 people respond by May 15th we will celebrate with Sundaes on Sunday after

worship on May 21st. So far 40 people have responded. Your voice matters!
PLEASE RETURN YOUR SURVEY SOON!



