
All Saints Sunday – November 5th, 2023 
 

All Saints celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead, who are the body of Christ. As November 
heralds the dying of the landscape in many northern regions, the readings and liturgy call us to remember all 
who have died in Christ and whose baptism is complete. At the Lord’s table we gather with the faithful of every 
time and place, trusting that the promises of God will be fulfilled and that all tears will be wiped away in the 
new Jerusalem. 
 
Greeting – The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.  
And also with you 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
in whose image we are made, 
who claims us and calls us beloved. 
Amen. 
 
Holy One, 
we confess that we are not awake for you. 
We are not faithful in using your gifts. 
We forget the least of our siblings. 
We do not see your beautiful image in one 
another. 
We are infected by sin 
that divides your beloved community. 

Open our hearts to your coming, 
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, 
open our hands to serve your creation. 
Amen. 
Beloved, we are God’s children, 
and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. 
Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, 
by Jesus you are welcome, 
in Jesus you are called to rejoice! 
Let us live in the promises prepared for us 
from the foundation of the world. 
Amen. 
 
 

 
Gathering Hymn  “Shall We Gather at the River”    #423 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know the 
inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen 
 
Reading from Revelations 7:9-17 
9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes 
and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches 
in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 
 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on 
their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12singing, 
 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
 and thanksgiving and honor 
 and power and might 
 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
 13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come 
from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come 
out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
 15For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
  and worship him day and night within his temple, 



  and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
 16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
  the sun will not strike them, 
  nor any scorching heat; 
 17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
 
The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew 5:1-12 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2Then 
he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on 
my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ 
 
Sermon 

People of God, grace to you and peace from God, and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. AMEN. 

Pastor Josh has been out sick this week. 
 
 
Song of the Day  “Behold the Host Arrayed in White”  #425 vs. 1 
 
Apostle’s Creed 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, the church triumphant gathers around your throne to praise you. We join them in worship and 
remember your sustaining grace in every generation. Heal our divisions; show us unity in your presence. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



Holy creator, we marvel at your creation revealed in the cycle of seasons, changing landscapes, and the rise and 
fall of ocean tides. Turn us from selfish consumption and open us to gentle healing of the earth so all creation 
thrives. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Holy advocate, we lift grateful hearts for the ability to vote and elect leaders. Grant wisdom to those who will 
be elected and safety to poll workers. May civic leaders serve the whole community, especially all who are 
underrepresented or oppressed. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Holy healer, bless the brokenhearted and all who mourn. Send your compassion to all who grieve, grant 
wholeness to those who are sick, and accompany the dying. Be near to all who need you (We pray especially for 
Peyton, Matt, David, Verna, Irene, Clarice, Steve, Kathy, Val, Jacob, Cherri, Keith and JoJo, Bob and Joanne, 
Bill and Bonnie, Frank and Heather, Bob and Sonja, Bill and Betty, Tom and Kay, Sherm and Mary, Ada). Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Holy comforter, we pray for this congregation, that the promise of your new life may be shared and 
experienced. We pray for the funeral ministry of this congregation, that families and friends seeking your love 
find it here. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Holy One, for the saints who now rest in your mercy, we give you thanks. We remember their witness of 
faithfulness and love. (Here the names of those who have died in the previous year may be read.) Praise to you 
for the eternal life they have been given through Jesus Christ. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
  
Offering  
 
Offertory Prayer 
God of all goodness, 
generations have turned to you, 
gathered around your table, 
and shared your abundant blessings. 
Number us among them 
that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, 
and give thanks for your rich blessings, 
we may feast upon your very self 
and care for all that you have made, 
through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. 
Amen. 
 
Words of Institution 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 
 
Communion  #471 & #466 



Prayer 
Lord Jesus, 
in this simple meal you have set a banquet. 
Sustain us on the journey, 
strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children, 
and give us glad and generous hearts 
as we meet you on the way. 
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Beloved of God, 
go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Okay! We will! Thanks be to God! 
And all of Good Shepherd said… 
AMEN! 
 
Sending Song  “For All the Saints”       422 vs. 1,3,7 
 
Blessing 
May the God of all creation, 
in whose image we are made, 
who claims us and calls us beloved, 
who strengthens us for service, 
give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 
The blessing of God, 
Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 
be with you today and always. 
Amen. 
 

 
TURN YOUR CLOCKS BACK ONE HOUR ON SATURDAY NIGHT! 
 
Don’t forget to turn in the form to order a poinsettia for the sanctuary for Christmas. Cost is $13 and 
should accompany the form when you turn it in. Deadline is Nov. 12. 
 
Veterans Day Concert 
The American Guild of Organists ad Sub-Zero Brass Quintet will present a concert on Saturday, Nov. 11 at  
7 p.m. at Grace Lutheran Church. 
 
 
Stand in the Light Memory Choir Fall Concert “Love Wins!” 
Nov. 16. Dress Rehearsal at 10 a.m. is open to the public, Evening Concert is at 6:30 p.m. 


