25th Sunday After Pentecost – November 10th, 2024
Introduction to the Day
Widows are visible everywhere in today’s readings. Jesus denounces those scribes who pray impressive prayers but devour widows’ houses. He commends the poor widow who in his view gave far more than the major donors. Jesus doesn’t see her simply as an object of compassion or charity. She, like the widow of Zarephath who shares her last bit of food with Elijah, does something of great importance.
Greeting – The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.
Welcome
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
our refuge,
our delight,
our beginning and our end.
Amen.
Let us come in truth before the one who loves us
and has freed us from our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy,
we confess that sin has taken hold of us
and we are complicit in its power.
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts cannot rest.
Unbind us and set us free.

Lead us again to the waters of rebirth,
that we may live just and generous lives
for the good of your world
and the care of our neighbors,
following in the servant way of Jesus.
Amen.
These words are trustworthy and true:
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross,
swallowing up death forever.
For his sake, you are ☩ forgiven
and God remembers your sin no more.
Let your heart be glad again,
and rejoice in your salvation.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn		“For the Fruit of All Creation” 	#679
Prayer of the Day
O God, you show forth your almighty power chiefly by reaching out to us in mercy. Grant us the fullness of your grace, strengthen our trust in your promises, and bring all the world to share in the treasures that come through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Reading - Psalm 146
1 Hallelujah! Praise the LORD, O my soul!
 2 I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
  I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
 3 Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help.
 4 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, and in that day their thoughts perish. 
 5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in the LORD their God;
 6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
who keeps promises forever;
 7 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.
  The LORD sets the captive free.
 8 The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
  the LORD loves the righteous. 
 9 The LORD cares for the stranger;
  the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
 10 The LORD shall reign forever,
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!
The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
Gospel – Mark 12:38-44
38 As [Jesus] taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 39 and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets! 40 They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.”
  41 He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. 42 A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. 43 Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 44 For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”
The Gospel of Our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
People of God, grace to you and peace from God, and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. AMEN
	Jesus becomes a bit of a broken record in Mark’s Gospel, almost as though he wants his people to know that to be like Christ is to be FOR the weak and lowly. 
	Our Gospel text starts out with Jesus telling all who would listen, that they should “beware of the Scribes…” If you’ll remember, last week had Jesus in dialogue with a Scribe. It is the Scribe that asked him which is the greatest commandment. It is the Scribe that remind him that loving God AND loving neighbor is far more important than whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. That, without loving God and neighbor, our offerings are nothing.
	We left off last week with Jesus and the Scribe on pretty good terms. Now, again, it would do us well to get an understanding of who these characters are. Last week it was the differentiation between Sadducees and Pharisees, this week it is Scribes.
	According to the Google machine, in the 1st century, scribes and Pharisees were two largely distinct groups, though presumably some scribes were Pharisees. Scribes had knowledge of the law and could draft legal documents (contracts for marriage, divorce, loans, inheritance, mortgages, the sale of land, and the like). Every village had at least one scribe. Pharisees were members of a party that believed in resurrection and in following legal traditions that were ascribed not to the Bible but to “the traditions of the fathers.” 
	So, again, Jesus left off last week seemingly on pretty good terms with the scribes, but here almost immediately pivots. “Beware of the Scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplace, and to have the best seats in the synagogue and places of honor at banquets.” Jesus is saying, unequivocally, beware of those who want to be seen for their status. Because they are living a lie. “They will devour the widows’ houses and their long prayers are for the sake of appearance.”
	Jesus is saying here, “yes, this scribe sounded good just a moment ago, knowing that we are to love God with every fiber of our being and do so by loving our neighbor, and that this is far more important than any offering we might give…but look out. We all know better. It would do us well to watch out for the Scribes who do and say things such as this simply to be seen.”
	And in walks the widow. Today’s Gospel illustration of who it is that we, as people of faith, are to be for in this world. “Look at this widow.” And, they all have. The treasury is right smack dab at the entrance to a synagogue. They’ve seen her. They know what she has put in, and, they know what everyone else has done as well. “This widow has given more than all those who are contributing to the treasury.” 
	Why? Because she gives her all. Not just what she can afford to. But all that she has. Not out of her extra, but out of her everything. As Mark points all, many of the rich that came gave large sums to the treasury. Giving out of their abundance, they gave what they were willing to part with. The widow, out of her seemingly nothing, gave everything she had. All that she had to live on.
	The theme of Jesus’ message to his followers in today’s Gospel, and really throughout Mark’s Gospel, echoes that of the Psalmist in Psalm 146 that we just heard. Psalm 146 is a Psalm of Praise. For many today, a Psalm of Praise may be difficult to hear, or perhaps what is needed. Others may be thinking today is a perfect time for a Psalm of Praise. What is there to be weary about?
	Wherever you are on that spectrum, the words the Psalmist writes this day are words that we as people of faith need to hear. The Psalmist reminds us that our hope is in the LORD our God. But not that this is said as some empty platitude, but a reminder of the work that, no matter what, we are called to do, together, as people of faith. 
	The Lord who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them, who keeps promises forever, gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. The Lord sets the captive free. The Lord opens the eyes of the blind. The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down. The Lord loves the righteous. The Lord cares for the stranger. The Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
	We hear these words, and trust that this is the reality in God’s eternal kingdom, that that place we one day get to is this image that Jesus paints for us now, but in just a few moments we are going to pray together that God’s will be done on earth as in heaven. We can’t hear the words of the Psalmist, the message of Jesus, and the prayer we are going to pray, without committing to the work that we are called to do, together, as people of faith. That is what Jesus is about. That is what God in Jesus Christ is calling us to be about. 
 10 The LORD shall reign forever,
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 
 Thanks be to God.
AMEN	

Hymn of the Day		“Take My Life, That I May Be”		#583
Apostle’s Creed
Prayers
Rooted in God’s abundant love for the world, let us pray for our neighbors, the church, and all of creation.
A brief silence.
Renew your church, O God. Make us servants to one another for the sake of the gospel. Instill a heart for service and a passion for justice in our bishops, deacons, pastors, and lay leaders (local church leaders may be named). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Renew your creation, O God. Sustain the earth and seas and all that is in them. Kindle in us a reverent awe for all creatures great and small, and strengthen us in our pursuit of climate justice. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Renew the nations, O God. Heal our nation’s veterans from the unseen wounds of war. Tend to their trauma and soothe burdened consciences. Guide leaders of the world to end conflicts (current places of war and conflict may be named) and pursue peace. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Renew your people, O God. Protect those in our communities who are vulnerable or ill. We pray especially for Becky, Dawn, Grady and Jace, Matt, Clarice, Steve, Kathy, Val, Cherri, Peggy, John, Judy, Keith and JoJo, Bob and Joanne, Frank and Heather, Bob and Sonja, Bill and Betty, Tom and Kay, Sherm and Mary, Dan and Sharon, Roger and MaryLee(especially). Accompany persons who are unemployed or underemployed, children who are in foster care, and those who live alone. Watch over and uphold them. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Renew this congregation, O God. Give us clarity in our mission and boldness in our witness. Bless our ministries that attend to basic needs of any who lack sufficient resources, that all may live with dignity. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Happy are those whose help was in you. We give thanks for all your faithful ones who praised you as their God all their life long. As we eagerly wait for you, inspire us by their lives of service. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
We offer our prayers to you, gracious God, trusting in your boundless love for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
Peace
Offering
Offertory Prayer
Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup,
you offered yourself in love for the world,
and in this meal you nourish us with your life.
Fill us with your abundance,
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger,
trusting in your name.
Amen.
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Lord’s Prayer
Behold, God is making all things new!
Take your place in the new creation.
Post Communion Prayer
Faithful God,
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink
in the body and blood of your Son.
Now send us out to labor with you,
in service to the world you have made,
and among the people you have made your home,
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Sending
Go in peace. Encourage one another in Christ!
Okay! We will! Thanks be to God. 
And all of Good Shepherd said,
“AMEN”
Sending Hymn		“Blessed Assurance” 	#638
Blessing
The Ancient One, enthroned,
the Crucified One, now risen,
the Indwelling One, poured out,
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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Your Generosity in Action:

Building Together for Generations to Come Campaign Update
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$364,325 Committed to Capital Improvements and $40,480 Committed to the Endowment Fund
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Order your Poinsettias today!

6" Poinsettia
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Orders are due by
Wednesday, November 13
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