Fourth Sunday after Pentecost – July 6th, 2025
Introduction to the Day
God is the source of our nourishment. Jesus’ invitation to “take and eat . . . take and drink” is a repeated one. In holy communion, in the word read and proclaimed, in the assembly of the people of God, the dominion of God has come near. Rejoice! Your name is written in heaven.
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.
Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
you free us to love others,
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.


You surround us with patience, kindness,
and generosity,
but we grow weary in doing what is right.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Do not give up on us.
Heal us, break our bonds,
and show us the path of life.
Amen.
You belong to Christ Jesus
and you are God’s children through faith.
In the cross of ☩ Christ,
and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.


Gathering Hymn		     		“Come, All You People”					#819
Prayer of the Day

O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus, you are the city that shelters us, the mother who comforts us. With your Spirit accompany us on our life’s journey, that we may spread your peace in all the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Reading from Psalm 66:1-9
1 Be joyful in God, all you lands; be joyful, all the earth.
 2 Sing the glory of God’s name; sing the glory of God’s praise.
 3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! Because of your great strength your enemies cringe before you.
 4 All the earth bows down before you, sings to you, sings out your name.”
 5 Come now and see the works of God, how awesome are God’s deeds toward all people.
 6 God turned the sea into dry land, so that they went through the water on foot,
  and there we rejoiced in God.
 7 Ruling forever in might, God keeps watch over the nations; let no rebels exalt themselves.
 8 Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard.
 9 Our God has kept us among the living and has not allowed our feet to slip.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Children’s Message
Holy Gospel – Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
1 After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. 2 He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 3 Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. 4 Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. 5 Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!’ 6 And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you. 7 Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to house. 8 Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; 9 cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10 But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.’ ”

  16 “Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me.”

  17 The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the demons submit to us!” 18 He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. 19 See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”
P: The Gospel of our Lord C: Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon
People of God, grace to you and peace from God, and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. AMEN
	“Rejoice! The Kingdom of God has come near!”
	This is Jesus’ message to the 35 pairs that Jesus sent out into the mission field. Yes, he shard with them a warning and other instructions but his message to those who go out and do the work that he has called them to do is, “Rejoice! The Kingdom of God has come near.”
	But, what is their mission? What exactly is it that Jesus is sending them out to do? He tells them that he is sending them out “like lambs into the midst of wolves,” but does he actually tell them what he wants them to do? Kind of. Vaguely. 
	“Go into homes and bring peace to them. Those who receive – wonderful. Those who don’t? That’s okay. Move onto the next. If there is a place that welcomes you, remain there.” 
	Last week, we heard Jesus’ response to the first follower that said they wanted to follow him. “Foxes have holes and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” Ultimately, “show me hospitality, first and foremost.” 
	Jesus calls the 70 to go out and to seek hospitality. First and foremost. Go out and seek those who are hospitable. Because, if they aren’t, the rest is going to be difficult to get to.
	If you’ve ever been to a gathering put on by someone that isn’t hospitable you know this feeling. There is a difference between having people gather at your place, and being hospitable to them. Years ago at a  youth workers conference I had the privilege of hearing from Horst Schulze. Horst Schulze is the architect of the approach to hospitality of the Ritz Carlton Hotels. His guiding principle is that of the Franciscan Monks who operate under “Treat every guest as if they are Christ himself.”
	Jesus knows that sending out these pairs is no small task. He knows they are going to face the troubles of the world. He knows the welcome is most definitely not always going to be there. But he doesn’t send them out to confront that. Jesus sends them out to go and be where it is that they are welcome, and from there great things will happen. 
	And they did! “Lord, in your name even the demons submit to us!” And Jesus is thrilled. “I saw it happen! I have given you this authority. To tread on snakes and demons, and over the power of the enemy. Nothing will hurt you.”
	And, where does it start? Being hospitable. Being hospitable to those around us, but also to ourselves. In a world where we are so often consumed by how it is that we are treated, Jesus tells us to shake off the dust of unhospitable places, and move on. Jesus tells us to not dwell in and on that which hurts us, and to go and seek where it is that we are treated well. 
	We see that as a result the world is changed. In the face of hospitality evil falls. It falls when we encounter a situation with the simple question from two weeks ago, “what is your name.” With that question, with that as the lens through which we approach the world, place is given to all and evil does not prevail. In a world that is so dominated by who does and does not belong we, as church, need to be a place where all are asked that one simple question, “what is your name.” 
	From there – lives are transformed, church is transformed, the world is transformed. That is the mission that Jesus sends us into. Yes, like lambs among wolves, but the wolves only devour if you let them. It is when the wolves of life agitated that they consume. And that, people of God, is when Jesus tells us to go to the places that will give us space. That tell us that we have a place. And in that is where we experience the expansive embrace of God’s amazing grace.
Thanks be to God. AMEN
Hymn of the Day		         		“Take My Life, That I May Be”				#583
Apostle’s Creed
Prayers
Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness of the church, the world, and all creation.
A brief silence.
You send your church into the world with a message of peace. Center the whole church in this peace, and strengthen our faith by the example of (Jan Hus and) all those who creatively and faithfully proclaim your good news. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
All the earth sings out your name. Inspire your people to drink deeply from the beauty of (local natural beauty and) all your creation. When ecosystems are wounded, bring your healing. When our actions endanger the survival of other species, curb our greed and waste. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You call us to work for the good of all. Give resolve to those who lead, that they do not grow weary in doing what is right. Guide them to seek peace between nations and freedom for all people. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
As a mother comforts her child, so you comfort us. Bring this comfort to those in any pain. We pray especially for Sally, Margaret, Curt, Greg, Dylan, Damian, Becky, Dawn, Grady and Jace, Clarice, Steve, Kathy, Val, Cherri, Peggy, John, Judy, Mike and Deb, Arvid and Diane, Don and Sandy, Keith and JoJo, Bob and Joanne, Frank and Heather, Bob and Sonja, Bill and Betty, Tom and Kay, Sherm and Mary, Dan and Sharon. Carry your people when grief is heavy, and lift burdens of shame and self-doubt. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Your harvest is plentiful, O God. Make us laborers and companions with one another in this assembly. Send your peace to rest upon us, heal divisions among us, and open our hearts to receive one another as gifts from you. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
You have written our names in heaven, O God, and we rejoice. We thank you for those who have lived and died in your love. Accompany us on our life’s journey and draw us at last to life forever in you. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
Peace
Offering		
Offertory Prayer
Creator God,
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good
and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,
that we may work for the good of all;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Lord’s Prayer
Post Communion Prayer
Mothering God,
you gathered us to your table
and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit
AMEN
Blessing
The love of God abound in you;
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit
☩ bless you and give you peace.
Amen.
Sending Hymn			“Let us Talents and Tongues Emplore”	      			#674  

Sending
Go in peace, Live by the Spirit!
Okay! We will! Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
And all of Good Shepherd said,
“AMEN” 
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