Seventh Sunday after Pentecost – July 27th, 2025
Introduction to the Day
Persistence in prayer is encouraged by Jesus and wins the attention of God when Abraham intercedes for Sodom. The life of the baptized—to be rooted and built up in Christ Jesus—is to be nurtured with prayer. God hears and answers prayer and so strengthens God’s own. “When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me.”
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.
Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
you free us to love others,
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.


You surround us with patience, kindness,
and generosity,
but we grow weary in doing what is right.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Do not give up on us.
Heal us, break our bonds,
and show us the path of life.
Amen.
You belong to Christ Jesus
and you are God’s children through faith.
In the cross of ☩ Christ,
and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.


Gathering Hymn		     		“All Are Welcome”					#641 vss 1-2
Prayer of the Day

Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray, and you gladly give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us your abundant mercy. Forgive us those things that weigh on our conscience, and give us those good things that come only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Reading from Psalm 138
1 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing your praise.
 2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have glorified your name and your word above all things. 
 3 When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me.
 4 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, when they have heard the words of your mouth.
 5 They will sing of the ways of the LORD, that great is the glory of the LORD.
 6 The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from afar.
 7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me.
 8 You will make good your purpose for me;
  O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Children’s Message
Holy Gospel – Luke 11:1-13
1 [Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”2 So he said to them, “When you pray, say:
 Father, may your name be revered as holy.
  May your kingdom come.
  3 Give us each day our daily bread.
  4 And forgive us our sins,
   for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
  And do not bring us to the time of trial.”

  5 And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 6 for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ 7 And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything out of friendship, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs.
  9 “So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 11 Is there anyone among you who, if your child asked for a fish, would give a snake instead of a fish? 12 Or if the child asked for an egg, would give a scorpion? 13 If you, then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
P: The Gospel of our Lord C: Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon
People of God, grace to you and peace from God, and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. AMEN
	The Lutheran Study Bible heading for this section of Luke’s Gospel that follows the Lord’s Prayer is “Persistence in Prayer.” 
	Upon telling his disciples how to pray the prayer that would roll off of the tongue for most of us, Jesus goes into “Jesus the Explainer” mode to illustrate how annoyingly it is that we are to use this prayer, and prayers like it. 
	“Imagine,” he says, “you are a parent of a toddler. How many of your toddlers upon asking for something, literally anything, are going to stop asking if you respond, ‘not right now, sweetheart?’ No, anyone that knows toddlers knows that they are going to continue to ask until you cave and they get what they want.” Jesus would go on to say, “No, even though a parent get up to appease the toddler because they are their child, the will do it because it will make the persistence cease…at least that time around.”
	This is the example, or something like it, that Jesus uses to illustrate his point as to how it is that we are to so frequently ask of God for that which we need. The example Jesus actually uses is an example of being hospitable. Which, if you’ve been paying attention at all to our Gospel texts throughout the summer, you know that Jesus has thoughts on how it is that we are to be hospitable to our neighbors. 
	But today, Jesus takes this beyond the theme of hospitality that we have heard throughout. And in doings so, introduces what I would argue is one of the more recognizable bits of scripture. “So I say to you…
Ask, and it will be given you; search and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you.”
So often with this advice, we stop at “Ask.” And, perhaps rightfully so. After all, Jesus just got done telling us to be persistent in our ask. And, we are so good at the ask part that we think that is all it is going to take. Ask ask ask and eventually we get it. 
	We get in a bit of trouble, though, when that is where we stop. Ultimately, it leads us down a deductive reasoning rabbit hole of really poor theology. 
“I asked God to help me find my thing that I lost, and I haven’t, therefore God does not answer prayer.” 
“I asked God to help me get that job I wanted, and I didn’t, therefore God does not answer prayer.”
“I asked God to help me make the game tying field goal as a senior in high school, and I didn’t, therefore…I have become the butt of family jokes, and God does not answer prayer.”
Or, perhaps more relatable, “I asked God to heal my loved one, and they died therefore, God does not answer prayer.”
	We have all been there. We have all had those moments of asking God why God didn’t answer our prayers according to how it is that we would have wanted them answered, and it is easy in those moments to become angry. Scripture tells us to “ask and it will be given to us” and that we are to ask annoyingly. Then why don’t I get everything that I ask for?
	It would do us well to remember that Jesus doesn’t stop at “Ask, and it will be given to you.” Indeed, he says more! “Seek, and you will find.” So often when the answers that we want we don’t receive we are left to find meaning in the aftermath. That is the why question. And, so often, popular culture would tell us that the why question isn’t okay to ask. As though asking God, or dare I say being mad at God, is not okay. Remember, Christ himself from the cross asked, “my God, my God, why have you forsaken me!?” 
	Jesus questioned. And so can we. To ask, and to seek, and to knock is not a sign of lacking faith, but rather it is a sign of persistent faith. We are urged to again and again and again to seek meaning amid the difficulty of life. And, in doing so we grow deeper in the relationship that God in Jesus Christ longs to have with us.
	Jesus closes by saying to his disciples, “How many of you, if your child asks for a donut will give a rock. Or if your child asks for a popsicle will give a scorpion.” He knows their answer, because he knows their heart. But that doesn’t stop him from calling them evil which, compared to God, we probably all are. “But if even you evil ones wouldn’t do something so evil, then imagine how good your Father in heaven will be to you!”
	It can be difficult to hear that it is going to take more than incessantly asking. But, it does. That is the easy way out and quite honestly leads to more difficulty. Jesus calls us beyond the ask to seek meaning until we find it. To ask the WHY instead of shying away from it. And, to be annoying in that search for answers. To remain in the “this doesn’t make sense,” rather than run from it. 
	And, to do it all with the reminder that, we believe in a God who longs to be in relationship with us. Who asks us to continually seek it, and when we don’t, doesn’t not abandon or forsake us.
Thanks be to God. AMEN
Hymn of the Day		         		“Change My Heart, O God”			#801
Apostle’s Creed
Prayers
In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray for the needs of the world.
A brief silence.
Loving God, create in your church a desire for union with you in prayer. Raise up leaders to teach Christ’s devotion to prayer and model Christ’s way of prayer, until all people experience prayerful intimacy with you. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Reveal to humanity the sacredness of all creation. With the breath of your Spirit, realign the balances of nature. Grant persistence in prayer and action for the sake of the earth, our common home. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Teach rulers of the earth to sing of your ways, caring for the lowly and having no preference for the powerful. Direct the heart of every person to seek your will on earth as in heaven. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
To all whose prayers are cries for help, give your good gifts, and satisfy their deepest needs. Sally, Margaret, Curt, Greg, Dylan, Damian, Becky, Dawn, Grady and Jace, Clarice, Steve, Kathy, Val, Cherri, Peggy, John, Judy, Mike and Deb, Arvid and Diane, Don and Sandy, Keith and JoJo, Bob and Joanne, Frank and Heather, Bob and Sonja, Bill and Betty, Tom and Kay, Sherm and Mary, Dan and Sharon. Gather them to your constant, loving presence, that they may rest in the confidence of life with you. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Center the ministries of this assembly on prayer and service. Guide our relationships in the wider community, being ready to assist those who seek help. Strengthen feeding, clothing, and housing ministries and community partnerships. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We give thanks for all who have gone before us. May we trust your steadfast love and continue in hope until we are united with all your saints. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Peace
Offering		
Offertory Prayer
Creator God,
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good
and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,
that we may work for the good of all;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Lord’s Prayer
Post Communion Prayer
Mothering God,
you gathered us to your table
and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit
AMEN
Blessing
The love of God abound in you;
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit
☩ bless you and give you peace.
Amen.
Sending Hymn				“All Are Welcome”	      				#641 vs 4-5  

Sending
Go in peace, Live by the Spirit!
Okay! We will! Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
And all of Good Shepherd said,
“AMEN” 
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