Eighth Sunday after Pentecost – August 3rd, 2025
Introduction to the Day
Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally overwhelmed by the “unhappy business” of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard against all kinds of greed. We who have died with Christ in holy baptism have also been raised with him and are encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the “things that are above.” To that end we seek the sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the encouragement of God’s word.
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.
Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
you free us to love others,
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.


You surround us with patience, kindness,
and generosity,
but we grow weary in doing what is right.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Do not give up on us.
Heal us, break our bonds,
and show us the path of life.
Amen.
You belong to Christ Jesus
and you are God’s children through faith.
In the cross of ☩ Christ,
and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn		     		“Christ, Be Our Light”				#715 vss 1-3
Prayer of the Day
Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Reading from Colossians 3:1-11
1 So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.
  5 Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient. 7 These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life. 8 But now you must get rid of all such things: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices 10 and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 11 In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, enslaved and free, but Christ is all and in all!
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Children’s Message
Holy Gospel – Luke 12:13-21
13 Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 16 Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17 And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 18 Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20 But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”
P: The Gospel of our Lord C: Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon
People of God, grace to you and peace from God, and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. AMEN
	What does it mean to be Godly rich?
	Jesus is asked by someone in the crowd to arbitrate over the dividing of family possessions. Of course, Jesus deflects responsibility, because he isn’t responsible for that, and tells a story instead. And, the story he tells is a story of a man’s greed, actually, the Parable of the Rich Fool. 
	There is a rich man whose land has produced abundantly. So much so that without batting an eye he tears down the small pithy little barns that he has and builds new larger ones! A concept that in this day and age seems absolutely bonkers. But, here we are. And then! He has the audacity to think, “and now I shall relax. Eat. Drink. Be merry.” This rich man has much to be jealous of. This is sounding good. A life many of us I imagine wouldn’t mind living.
	Until, of course, we hear God’s response. 
“YOU FOOL! This very night your life is being demanded of you.”
That is incredibly strong language. You fool. Your life. Demands. All of those words tell us that this is no small thing. It is God’s response to the greedy rich fool to tell him that this night, this very moment, this instant, your life is being demanded of you and you are going to choose to rest upon your possessions. To which Jesus asks, “And what happens to those when you are gone?”
We hear this and I imagine many of our minds go to our closets full of clothes and what we can do with them to help people who need it. Or maybe that cabinet full of the family China. That is great. There are folks who need those clothes that have been sitting in stacks and boxes in closets and that China has loads of memories tied to it. You aren’t wrong. That is a good thing. And those memories? Those are even better.
But, when is the last time you grieved putting one of your sweatshirts into a donation bag for the upcoming Saver’s Drive? And I mean truly grieved it. Not a simple, “this one was cozy” but a true grief? Last Sunday during announcements I joked that my wife would love for me to go through our closet and minimize some of the stacks of clothes in there, and I did, and I could not have been less grieved to look at some of those shirts and sweatshirts as I placed them in the donation bag. I don’t think that is what God is calling us to do in this Gospel text.
God in Jesus Christ is calling us in this story to think beyond what it is that we can do with those possessions, not that we shouldn’t do those things, but what more can we do with ourselves for the betterment of our neighbor? Truly, what can we ourselves do?
	If there really is that moment when we die where we are met at the pearly gates I do not think that God, or Saint Peter, or whomever else is in charge at that entry point, is going to ask us how many sweatshirts we got rid of in our life on earth. Or maybe we will be asked that. I really don’t know how that all goes. I think we can prepare ourselves in this life to answer that question, but what if we also prepared ourselves to answer something much larger?
	What if we are asked how it is that we responded in the moments, this very moment, this instant, when our life was demanded of us? What if the question we are asked is, “how is it that you lived a Godly rich life? This Gospel text calls us beyond, far beyond, the feel good things that we can think of doing for our neighbors - though those things are very good and necessary - and into the answering the call in such a way that has us set aside our concern for self-preservation. 
	If there is one thing that keeps us from truly living into the continued call to love and serve our neighbor it is just that, the often first question we have when the opportunity arises, “how is this going to affect me?” 
	We do it all the time and I say “we” because I am intentionally including myself.  I do it all the time. Can I personally, socially, professionally, afford to make this sacrifice? Those are the questions that creep into our mind.
	To be Godly rich is to love and serve our neighbor as if they are God in flesh among us. Do to our neighbor as we would want done to us, but also do to our neighbor as we would do to Christ himself. As people of faith we need to start living out the promise that we are all made in God’s image. To live beyond the lip service we so often give that promise and let it actually impact how it is that we treat our neighbors. Am I treating my neighbor how it is that I would treat Christ himself? That is the question.  
	Jesus tells us, what you do to the least of these, you do to me. In the world we live in, right now, right here, in this moment, Jesus in our neighbor needs our discarded sweatshirt, yes, but they need so much more. Jesus needs us to look at our neighbor and see Christ himself, and to ask ourselves, how would I treat Christ in this moment? 
	To faithfully answer that question is what it means to live a Godly rich life.
Thanks be to God. AMEN
Hymn of the Day		         			“Bind Us Together”				WOV #748
Apostle’s Creed
Prayers
In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray for the needs of the world.
A brief silence.
Renew in your church a perspective of life beyond worldly pursuits. Build an enthusiasm to embrace life in Christ, so that Christ, the life of the world, is revealed to everyone. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Revitalize and protect the treasures of wild places. Teach all people to value the earth, winds, waters, trees, and animals, the gifts that make life possible on this planet. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Speak wisdom to any in positions of power, that they cease practices of divisiveness, insult, and oppression. Clothe all people in your image, and establish equity and peace. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Reveal your loving presence in the lives of people suffering hunger and need, illness and grief, pain and fear. We pray especially for Sally, Margaret, Curt, Greg, Dylan, Damian, Becky, Dawn, Grady and Jace, Clarice, Steve, Kathy, Val, Cherri, Peggy, John, Judy, Mike and Deb, Arvid and Diane, Don and Sandy, Keith and JoJo, Bob and Joanne, Frank and Heather, Bob and Sonja, Bill and Betty, Tom and Kay, Sherm and Mary, Dan and Sharon. Give strength to those who give care, and equip them with compassion as they make your love known. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Store up in this congregation a full measure of gratitude and generosity. Guide the work of treasurers and all who attend to financial matters. Support those whose work in our community is difficult and demanding; make us mindful of the toil that goes unnoticed. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Receive our thanks for the lives of your saints who now rest from their labors. Give us wisdom through their witness and encourage us in love as we continue our lives in the world. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Peace
Offering		
Offertory Prayer
Creator God,
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good
and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,
that we may work for the good of all;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Lord’s Prayer
Post Communion Prayer
Mothering God,
you gathered us to your table
and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit
AMEN
Blessing
The love of God abound in you;
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit
☩ bless you and give you peace.
Amen.
Sending Hymn				“Christ, Be Our Light”	      			#715 vs 4-5  

Sending
Go in peace, Live by the Spirit!
Okay! We will! Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
And all of Good Shepherd said,
“AMEN” 
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