Eighth Sunday after Pentecost – August 10th, 2025
Introduction to the Day
Having heard the LORD’s promise to Abram, we join this week in Psalm 33:12-22, which praises the greatness and goodness of God. Along with the descendants of Abram, the church is now like a nation blessed by God. Once again, we call God our shield. In the language of the psalm, we people of faith place our trust and hope in God.
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.
Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
you free us to love others,
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.


You surround us with patience, kindness,
and generosity,
but we grow weary in doing what is right.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Do not give up on us.
Heal us, break our bonds,
and show us the path of life.
Amen.
You belong to Christ Jesus
and you are God’s children through faith.
In the cross of ☩ Christ,
and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn		     		“God Is Here!”				#526 vss 1,4
Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Reading from Psalm 33:12-22
Please read responsively
Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD!
Happy the people chosen to be God’s heritage!
 The LORD looks down from heaven,
    and sees all humankind.
God sits firmly enthroned and watches
all who dwell on the earth.
 God fashions all their hearts
 and observes all their deeds. 
 A king is not saved by the size of the army,
nor are warriors rescued by their great strength.
    The horse gives vain hope for victory;
 despite its great strength it cannot save.
Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O LORD,
upon those who wait for your steadfast love,
   to deliver their lives from death,
     and to keep them alive in time of famine.
Our innermost being waits for you, O LORD,
our helper and our shield.
 Surely, our heart rejoices in you,
    for in your holy name we put our trust.
Let your loving kindness, O LORD,be upon us,
even as we place our hope in you.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message

Holy Gospel – Luke 12:32-40
Jesus said: “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.  Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.   “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit;  be like those who are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks.  Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them.  If he comes during the middle of the night or near dawn and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.   “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into.  You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”
P: The Gospel of our Lord C: Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon
People of God, grace to you and peace from God, and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. AMEN
Pastor Toufar is spending this week at one of his favorite places, Luther Park Bible Camp, Family Camp week.  He is with his wife and children, spending time rejuvenating his spirit and soul, with limited internet connectivity, and has given his blessing for me to share that there will be no sermon portion of the worship packet this week. We do invite you to visit our website  or facebook and/or you-tube page if you would like to have a chance to hear this week's sermon.  If you would like assistance getting connected to one of those places, feel free to give the church office a call and we would be happy to help!
Thanks be to God. AMEN
Hymn of the Day		         			“Have No Fear Little Flock”			#764
Apostle’s Creed
Prayers
In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray for the needs of the world.
Keep the heart of your church set firmly in you so that, with lamps lit and attentive to Christ’s call at any time or place, your people are ready to respond with faithful action for the sake of the world. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Worlds were prepared by your word. Speak healing and protection upon the earth, especially where life and habitats are threatened (Canadian Wildfires). Guide the work of astronomers and all who teach us about the stars and galaxies. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You know the actions and deeds of the nations. Turn humanity away from instruments of war and violence. Fashion the hearts of world leaders to work for peace. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Calm the fears of migrants and refugees who set out, not knowing where they go. Provide shelter, sustenance, protection from harm, and welcome. Bless the work of Global Refuge and other means of support and advocacy. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Reveal your loving presence in the lives of people suffering hunger and need, illness and grief, pain and fear. We pray especially for Sally, Margaret, Curt, Greg, Dylan, Damian, Becky, Dawn, Grady and Jace, Clarice, Steve, Kathy, Val, Cherri, Peggy, John, Judy, Mike and Deb, Arvid and Diane, Don and Sandy, Keith and JoJo, Bob and Joanne, Frank and Heather, Bob and Sonja, Bill and Betty, Tom and Kay, Sherm and Mary, Dan and Sharon. Give strength to those who give care, and equip them with compassion as they make your love known. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
We celebrate the ancestors in the faith who built their lives on your promises and died having seen them only from a distance. Sustain us in our hope of things not seen. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Peace
Offering		
Offertory Prayer
Creator God,
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good
and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,
that we may work for the good of all;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Lord’s Prayer
Post Communion Prayer
Mothering God,
you gathered us to your table
and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit
AMEN
Blessing
The love of God abound in you;
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit
☩ bless you and give you peace.
Amen.
Sending Hymn				“My Life Flows on in Endless Song”	      	#763 vvs, 1,4  

Sending
Go in peace, Live by the Spirit!
Okay! We will! Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
And all of Good Shepherd said,
“AMEN” 
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