Tenth Sunday after Pentecost – August 17th, 2025
Introduction to the Day
The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He invites our undivided attention and devotion. Today in worship we are surrounded by a great “cloud of witnesses.” In the word and in holy communion we are invited yet again to look to Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.”
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.
Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
you free us to love others,
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.


You surround us with patience, kindness,
and generosity,
but we grow weary in doing what is right.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Do not give up on us.
Heal us, break our bonds,
and show us the path of life.
Amen.
You belong to Christ Jesus
and you are God’s children through faith.
In the cross of ☩ Christ,
and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn		     		“How Firm a Foundation”				#796 vss 1-2,4
Prayer of the Day
O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Hebrews 11:29—12:2
29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. 31 By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace.
  32 And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. 36 Others suffered mocking and flogging and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned to death; they were sawn in two; they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented 38 of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains and in caves and holes in the ground.
  39 Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was promised, 40 since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect.

  12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.
Children’s Message
Holy Gospel – Luke 12:49-56
[Jesus said:] 49 “I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish it were already ablaze! 50 I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed! 51 Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! 52 From now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two against three; 53 they will be divided:
 father against son
  and son against father,
 mother against daughter
  and daughter against mother,
 mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
  and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

  54 He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, ‘It is going to rain,’ and so it happens. 55 And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,’ and it happens. 56 You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?”
P: The Gospel of our Lord C: Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon
People of God, grace to you and peace from God, and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. AMEN
	“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.”
	Years ago that was the theme verse at Luther Park and as I read it in preparation for today, the chant for that summer immediately came rushing back to me. There was a call and response. There were high voice parts and low voice parts. And it ended with the gathering of campers each week shouting, “WITH OUR EYES! ON! GOD!”
	I had never thought of those verses, which have become some of my favorite, outside of the context of what has become recitable at the drop of the hat. Immediately before this oft referenced verse in Youth Ministry, the Author of Hebrews reminds us that all of those in the great cloud of witnesses never actually received that earthly promise that they were said to receive. 
	“39 Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was promised, 40 since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect.”
	Fast forward to our Good News of God’s Love for God’s People for today, and we hear Jesus tell his listeners that he does not come to bring peace, but division.
	If Family Feud were to ask 100 people why Jesus came to earth, I would bet that “bring division” would not even end up on the board. The survey would likely say Love, Joy, Peace, and Hope. That is often what is preached in the Advent Season as we await the coming of the Messiah at Christmas. 
	So imagine the shock, much like what I’m guessing you may be feeling right now, when Jesus said to his disciples that he comes NOT to bring those things that we have come to expect of him, but rather division and, quite literally, family feuds.
	These words from Jesus leave us wondering, and asking the question, “why?” Why does Jesus say this to them? What is his purpose? But, when we look at what has come before this we see that this is a part of a string of warnings if you will and this is no different. Carrying with you the mandate to share the Good News of God’s Love for ALL People is, in fact, going to upset some folks. There will absolutely be some disagreement on the matter. 
And, if we look to what happens to Jesus, and to what happens to the disciples who would carry this message into the world, we see that this warning is very much warranted. 
So, to ask the question that I was told to ask in seminary preaching class when confronting a difficult text, when we seemingly hear anything but the Good News of God’s Love For God’s People, where is the grace in this? Admittedly it is difficult to find. But, it is there. Just not how we expect it. 
Jesus does not take this lightly. His call. The disciples call. Our call. None of it. Jesus does not take this call lightly, but deems the disciples and us worthy of this rather difficult calling. Ane he knows it is going to be tough. 
“I have come to cast fire upon the earth and how I wish it were already ablaze.” Yikes. Definitely not grace. “I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed!” There it is. Did you catch it?
The Baptism of which he speaks is not the splashing of water that we have come to enjoy but rather the death that he is to die in which we find life. AND HE IS STRESSED BY IT! That matters. That is grace. That shows us the truly human nature of Christ our Savior. He didn’t go about this life all willy nilly because he knew it was God’s plan, rather he was stressed by it. 
While it may not seem like God’s grace in that moment, it indeed IS God’s grace because it is Jesus telling us that he knows full well this is going to be stressful, because we are human! The grace in this is that God in human form even found this to be stressful, and in those moments we are called to show ourselves the very grace that we are called to show others. 
When that facebook post we share doesn’t immediately change the hearts we are sure that it would, show yourself some grace. When that thing you said at family dinner ruffled some feathers, show yourself some grace. It is stressful difficult work. But there is much work to be done. And remember,
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside all that holds us back, and run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the athor and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.”
Go and know that God in Jesus Christ goes with you.
Thanks be to God. AMEN
Hymn of the Day		         		“Change My Heart, O God”			   	  #801
Apostle’s Creed
Prayers
Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is near.
A brief silence.
Raise up faithful leaders for your church around the world. Inspire global missionaries (missionaries sponsored by this congregation may be named) with a spirit of accompaniment, as they walk alongside our partners in the gospel in solidarity, interdependence, and mutuality. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Safeguard rivers and lakes (local water sources may be named) from pollution. Sustain the work of conservationists, policy makers, and advocacy groups seeking to protect fresh water sources. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Bridge divisions across partisan lines. Strengthen cooperative efforts among lawmakers (local elected officials may be named) who enact policies that protect our neighbors who are most vulnerable. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Embrace all who suffer in isolation: for those who are incarcerated or detained, those who are fleeing from unsafe environments, and those who are sick or homeboundWe pray especially for Sally, Margaret, Curt, Greg, Dylan, Damian, Becky, Dawn, Grady and Jace, Clarice, Steve, Kathy, Val, Cherri, Peggy, John, Judy, Betty, Mike and Deb, Arvid and Diane, Don and Sandy, Keith and JoJo, Bob and Joanne, Frank and Heather, Bob and Sonja, Betty, Tom and Kay, Sherm and Mary, Dan and Sharon. Reassure them of your care in all times and places. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Guide the leaders of this congregation. In these late summer weeks, inspire their planning for a new program year ahead. Kindle in us a spirit of collaboration and support for their work. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
With thanksgiving, we remember the cloud of witnesses who surround us. By the example of their faith, enable us to run with perseverance the race set before us, until that day when we join their unending praise. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who always receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion.
Amen.
Peace
Offering		
Offertory Prayer
Creator God,
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, 
that we may work for the good of all;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Lord’s Prayer
Post Communion Prayer
Mothering God,
you gathered us to your table
and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit
AMEN
Blessing
The love of God abound in you;
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit
☩ bless you and give you peace.
Amen.
Sending Hymn				“On Our Way Rejoicing”	      			#537  

Sending
Go in peace, Live by the Spirit!
Okay! We will! Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
And all of Good Shepherd said,
“AMEN” 
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If each of our member households gave a $1 / Day gift for one year
we would add $68,620 to our General Giving.
Give a 1 time, $365 gift.
Give monthly starting in August: $73/month
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