Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost – August 31st, 2025
Introduction to the Day
Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s grace in holy baptism we have a place at Christ’s banquet table. When, by the power of that same Spirit, humility and mutual love continue among us, the church can be more inviting still.
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.
Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
you free us to love others,
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.


You surround us with patience, kindness,
and generosity,
but we grow weary in doing what is right.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Do not give up on us.
Heal us, break our bonds,
and show us the path of life.
Amen.
You belong to Christ Jesus
and you are God’s children through faith.
In the cross of ☩ Christ,
and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.
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Prayer of the Day
O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. Give us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
1 Let mutual affection continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3 Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with them, those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. 4 Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterers. 5 Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you have, for he himself has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” 6 So we can say with confidence,
 “The Lord is my helper;
  I will not be afraid.
 What can anyone do to me?”
  7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 15 Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. 16 Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Children’s Message
Holy Gospel – Luke 14:1, 7-14
1 On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him closely.
  7 When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. 8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host, 9 and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 10 But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 11 For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”
  12 He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers and sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14 And you will be blessed because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”
P: The Gospel of our Lord C: Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon
People of God, grace to you and peace from God, and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. AMEN
	Jesus calls us to live lives of humility.
	If you are invited to a banquet, a dinner party, a social gathering, take the worst seat in the house. In the event that someone greater than you arrives, you don’t want to be told that you aren’t as cool as you think you are. 
	Have you ever had that humbling experience? That experience that goes along with the country song, “I ain’t as good as I once was.” The trajectory of my athletic career very much looked like that. I still have the issue of the Chetek Alert of a leaping grab that I made playing center field. I still have baseballs and apparel from the two years that I was on the baseball team at Luther College. And, when college was over I moved on to play slow pitch softball, as my athletic ability slowly declined. 
	Now, this might come as a surprise to some of you, but I was sure to be the coolest looking dude on that field. And, this might come as a surprise to some of you, the game of slow pitch softball, and more importantly the game of life, found a way to humble me.
	The very last game I ever played involved a bat and ball, I seemingly forgot how to use my glove and dropped every single pop fly or line drive that came my way. And, if you’ve ever played the game of baseball or softball, you know that when you’re having one of those “I ain’t as good as I once was” days, the ball keeps finding you. And was it ever a humbling experience. I didn’t pick up a glove again until it came time to play catch with my kids many years later.
	Jesus tells us, be humble or you will be humbled. Jesus tells us to reserve the places of honor for someone else, to always assume that there is going to be someone more worthy than you who needs that seat. And, if you assume there isn’t someone more deserving, there is a walk of shame from those places of honor with your name on it. 
	But, Jesus doesn’t stop at that example, and he doesn’t stop and calling us to be humble as guests to a party, but also when throwing the party. Jesus also calls us to live lives of humble, generous, hospitality.
 	Not only should we sit in the spots of lowest honor, but when throwing a party we are to invite those who have been told their whole lives that there is someone more worthy of the invitation. 
	Jesus goes from calling us to leave the places of honor for those who are surely more deserving, and pivots to calling us to throw parties for those who will never be invited. He pivots from calling us to be gracious guests, to being humble generous hosts. 
	The people we’d rather invite are going to be just fine. 
	And, why does this matter? Because it is absurd. It is countercultural. It is unlike anything just about any one of us would consider. We long for moments when we are invited to be the guest of honor. It feels good. We are humbled when guests of honor accept our invitations. It is a symbol of communal respect. It shows that we matter, that people know us, and that our party is worth coming to. 
	And Jesus knows that. He knows that these things happen because it positively impacts our societal status. He knows that we want to look good because of the parties we go to and because of who comes to the parties we throw. But the world needs more than the earthly reward we receive in return. The world needs our invitation. 
	Our neighbor needs our invitation to take the seat at the place of honor. 
	Our neighbor needs our invitation to the party they’ve never been invited to. 
	It is in their inability to repay us for the invite that we will receive our reward, and not because we might be repaid by those whom we invite. That is Jesus promise. 
	In perhaps the most straight forward parable Jesus ever tells, the message is clear. “Invite the ones you don’t want to invite, ignoring the fact that there is no societal reward in return, and your reward will be great in the resurrection.”
	People of God, Jesus time and time again calls us to live into the countercultural audacity of God’s amazing grace. To live in a love that worries not about what benefit there is for ourselves, and only how it is that our actions best serve not just or neighbors, but our neighbors that need it the most. 
Thanks be to God. AMEN
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Apostle’s Creed
Prayers
Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is near.
A brief silence.
For the leaders of the church, we pray. Inspire deacons, pastors, Sunday school teachers, and Christian education directors with a passion for speaking the word of God. Equip all the baptized to share your word of grace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
For the well-being of creation, we pray. Sustain farm workers and all who labor in fields and vineyards to grow the food we eat. Revive plains and pastures, and provide for the cattle and creatures who rely on the land for their sustenance. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
For the leaders of towns, cities, provinces, states, and nations (leaders may be named), we pray. Guide them to enact equitable laws and policies for all. On this Labor/Labour Day weekend, make us mindful of workers whose labor often goes unnoticed. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
For the lowly and those who are ignored, we pray. Provide for the needs of vulnerable communities, those who are unemployed, burdened by debt, or struggle to make ends meet. Accompany all who need reassurance of your loving presence. We pray especially for Sally, Margaret, Curt, Greg, Dylan, Damian, Becky, Dawn, Grady and Jace, Clarice, Steve, Kathy, Val, Cherri, Peggy, John, Judy, Betty, Mike and Deb, Arvid and Diane, Don and Sandy, Keith and JoJo, Bob and Joanne, Frank and Heather, Bob and Sonja, Betty, Tom and Kay, Sherm and Mary, Dan and Sharon.  Manifest your healing presence in their midst. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
For the hospitality ministries of this congregation, we pray. Give ushers and greeters a spirit of welcome for visitors, and bless the work of those who feed and nourish us (specific ministries may be named). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
For all the saints who from their labors rest, we give thanks. With them, we offer our sacrifice of praise to you, O God, the same yesterday and today and forever. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who always receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion.
Amen.
Peace
Offering		
Offertory Prayer
Creator God,
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, 
that we may work for the good of all;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Lord’s Prayer
Post Communion Prayer
Mothering God,
you gathered us to your table
and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit
AMEN
Blessing
The love of God abound in you;
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit
☩ bless you and give you peace.
Amen.
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Sending
Go in peace, Live by the Spirit!
Okay! We will! Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
And all of Good Shepherd said,
“AMEN” 
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