Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost – September 7th, 2025
Introduction to the Day
Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by translating Paul’s request to Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company and forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and recalling God’s grace in remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened in this hour to “choose life”—to choose life in God as our own.
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.
Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
Amen.
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful and loving God,
we are your stiff-necked people.
We trample on the needy.
We grumble about your grace to others.
We turn away from the poor.
Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost
and have been found.
Amen.
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful.
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.
You who were lost have been found.
In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
Amen.



Gathering Hymn		     		“O God Beyond All Praising”				#880
Prayer of the Day
Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
15 “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16 If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17 But if your heart turns away and you do not hear but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18 I declare to you today that you shall certainly perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20 loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him, for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Children’s Message
Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke 14:25-33
25 Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus], and he turned and said to them, 26 “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he cannot, then while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33 So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”
P: The Gospel of our Lord C: Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon
People of God, grace to you and peace from God, and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. AMEN
	 This is an awful Gospel text for our Welcome Back Sunday. Here at Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd our highest attended service in the summer is half of what we expect on a regular Sunday between September and May. There are some people in my position, and perhaps some among those who are the regular in-person summer worshipers, that bemoan that fact. 
	If you are one of those families, or individuals or couples, that we have not seen since May, if you hear only one thing today I want it to be this, “Welcome back. We are glad you are here. We hope that you had an incredible summer full of fun gatherings and family renewal. That is what summer is for and I think God approves.”
	Now, if you spent your summer with your family, and you heard the opening line of the Good News of God’s Love for God’s people today, you might be scratching your head. Jesus says, “whoever comes to me and does not HATE father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and yes, even life itself, cannot be my disciple.” Does Jesus really want me to hate everyone that I just spent the last three months with?
	How many of you spent your time away this summer on a nice boat on a nice lake at a beautiful cabin? Days spent splashing in the water and nights spent roasting marshmallows around a campfire. Things that summer is made for, those things when we enjoy what you might consider possessions, Jesus says to give up all of it. Is that what he is really saying? Give up all of your possessions AND the relationships with the ones you enjoy them with the most?
	No. Unequivocally – no.
	But he does say what he says. It would do us a lot of God right now to remember that the writers of the Gospels were men with their own agenda. That is why they all have their similarities, but also drastic differences. In this instance, Luke’s gospel uses really strong language, so much so that it is really difficult for us to hear anything else that is said, and we find ourselves wondering if we are cut out for being Jesus followers. 
	The heading on this section in just about any Study Bible you open up is, “The Cost of Discipleship.” Luke wants the reader to know that being a Jesus follower is a serious business. He wants you to know that it isn’t a come and go, do when you’re able, calling. Being a follower of Jesus ought to seep its way into every single thing you do in life. And he isn’t talking about the moments when doing what Jesus calls us to do is easy. He is speaking specifically about remembering this call in the moments where it is most difficult, in the moments that may very well require us to deny those things we most desire, and perhaps even those relationships we most cherish, to ensure that the Love of God in Christ Jesus is made known to all people.
	In his talking about the cost of discipleship, Jesus uses the analogy of building a tower. Anyone who has ever built something knows that the first part of the process is to come up with a plan of what the something is going to look like, and how the something is going to get paid for. And, anyone who has ever built something knows that building things comes at great cost. So to does being a follower of Jesus. 
	Again, Luke’s interpretation of Jesus’ words uses some really strong language. Hate is a strong word. But it is a strong word that could also mean, “be willing to give that up,” which in this case doesn’t make the call of discipleship and easier a task nor the cost a more swallowable pill.
	Being a Jesus follower, someone who truly lives into the calling to share the Good News of God’s Love for ALL of God’s Children, is going to ruffle some feathers. It will cause some arguments, You will be told that you are doing it wrong. And the ones who are most upset may very well be the ones who are closest to you. That is the cost of discipleship.
	So. What is Jesus saying here? What does the writer of Luke’s Gospel actually want us to hear? What is our big takeaway? How do we reconcile this with what we have come to understand as Disciples of Christ living in the 21st century?
	Let’s go back to our reading from Deuteronomy and the mandate there, echoing the 1st of the Ten Commandments. “You shall have no other Gods.” Let’s couple that with what Jesus would tell us is the greatest commandment. “Love the Lord your God with your whole self, AND, love your neighbor as yourself.” 
	The word that Jesus in Luke’s Gospel is wanting us to hear is that all of those other things that might be keeping us from fully living into making the Good News of God’s Love for ALL of God’s People, cannot be the God we worship. It doesn’t mean we can’t enjoy a nice boat ride on a beautiful lake that takes off from a beautiful cabin setting, but it does mean that if THAT is our God, we might have some problems.
	Again, a very difficult text to come back to and hear as the Good News on this Welcome Back Sunday. On a day when some may want to guilt others for not being counted among the Summer Regulars, know this, God in Jesus Christ is grateful you spent that time with those you love the most. AND, God in Jesus Christ is grateful that you have found your way back here to this place, this day, and that being here is a part of your routine. 
	We are people created, chosen by God, to share the Good News of God’s Love for ALL of God’s Children. No matter what.
Thanks be to God. AMEN
Hymn of the Day		         			“Baptized and Set Free”		   	 	 #453
Apostle’s Creed
Prayers
Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
We pray for the church to follow in your ways, that it may be a witness to your love for all people. Help us choose all that is life-giving and confront the forces of death. God of grace,
receive our prayer.
We pray for creation, that it may be cherished and nurtured. Sustain farmlands, animals, and waters; restore places affected by calamities; and shield coastlands from rising seas. God of grace,
receive our prayer.
We pray for those in authority. Grant them wisdom to govern justly and compassion to care for the marginalized. Equip them for actions that further the common good. God of grace,
receive our prayer.
We pray for those who are sick, hungry, unhoused, or lonely. We pray especially for Sally, Margaret, Curt, Greg, Dylan, Damian, Becky, Dawn, Grady and Jace, Clarice, Steve, Kathy, Val, Cherri, Peggy, John, Judy, Betty, Mike and Deb, Arvid and Diane, Don and Sandy, Keith and JoJo, Bob and Joanne, Frank and Heather, Bob and Sonja, Betty, Tom and Kay, Sherm and Mary, Dan and Sharon.  May they find healing through your love and the care of those around them. Lead us to be your hands and feet in the world. God of grace,
receive our prayer.
We pray for this congregation, that we may be united in love and faith. Refresh our hearts in Christ, and deepen our support of one another. We pray that our sharing of faith may transform lives. God of grace,
receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We thank you for those who have died and now dwell with the saints. Surround them with your divine mercy, that they find peace and rest in your loving embrace. God of grace,
receive our prayer.
We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.

Peace
Offering		
Offertory Prayer
Lord of the harvest,
we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches,
but on you, who richly provides for us.
Multiply what we have gathered
to bless all who are suffering and in need,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer
Communion Distribution
Post Communion Blessing and Prayer
O God,
through this meal you have strengthened us
and appointed us to be your servants.
Send us to do good and to share our possessions
with all in need.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
Blessing
The God of righteousness,
who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry,
who sets the prisoners free,
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
Sending Hymn				“Lift High the Cross”  					#660  

Sending
Go in peace, do not lose heart!
Okay! We will! Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
And all of Good Shepherd said,
“AMEN” 
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