[bookmark: _Hlk213847275]23rd Sunday after Pentecost – November 16th, 2025
Introduction to the Day
The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The tone of today’s texts is ominous. But the baptized know how to live in the meantime. The baptized are strengthened for the living of these days in word and sacrament. The baptized rally around the invitation of the apostle: “Do not be weary in doing what is right.”
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.
Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Faithful God,
you have shown us the ways of your heart,
yet we stray from your paths.
We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace the freedom of your faithful promises.



We ignore our neighbors.
We exploit the earth.
We reject your abundance,
trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love.
Repair our relationships,
restore what we have broken,
renew our hearts,
and bring us to new life.
Amen.
Hear the good news:
God the Faithful One loves you,
☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn		             	“Soon and Very Soon”	 	      	           		  #439 
Prayer of the Day
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Malachi 4:1-2a
1 See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2a But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Children’s Message




Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke 21:5-19
7 They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take place?” 8 And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray, for many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them.
  9 “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for these things must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 10 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom; 11 there will be great earthquakes and in various places famines and plagues, and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.
  12 “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my name. 13 This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14 So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance, 15 for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 16 You will be betrayed even by parents and siblings, by relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. 17 You will be hated by all because of my name. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 19 By your endurance you will gain your souls.”
P: The Gospel of our Lord C: Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon
People of God, grace to you and peace from God, and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. AMEN
	You might be sitting here thinking the world is ending. After all Jesus tells us that when the world is to end, there will be, well, literally all of the things happening in the world right now. Wars. Insurrections. Nation against nation. Kingdom against kingdom. Earthquakes, and other natural disasters. Famines. Plagues. Dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. It is very easy to look around and think, here we are. It is the end of the world as we know it. 
	And how do we feel about that? I don’t know if what I’m going to tell you next is necessarily comforting, but it’s the truth.
	The people who have heard this text, both when it was being spoken by Christ himself, and those who read the account according to Luke over the last 2000 years, have probably felt the same thing. These signs have been around since Christ spoke these words. Jesus tells us all of these things will have to happen, but the end will not happen immediately. Yet, since Christ spoke these words, everyone has thought it was their turn. 
	And, when we think that, we forget what comes next. We miss the Gospel hope that follows it. This text, Jesus’ presentation of this information, is somewhat reversed. He tells us what the end is going to look like before telling us what it is that we need to know most. AND, before telling us what life will be like before it comes.
	“Before the end of the world comes you will be persecuted. You will be brought before the synagogues and kings and judges and be imprisoned all in my name.” What follows in the lives of the disciples is precisely that. Many of them do, indeed, undergo persecution in Jesus’ name. It happened. We know of it. It was written about. And Jesus told them it would. 
	And, when it does happen, “this will give you an opportunity to testify…” Jesus says this will be an opportunity to testify and to “not prepare your defense in advance.” Before all of the awful end of the world things happen you are going to be persecuted because of my name, but don’t prepare what it is that you will say to those who come after you, and he offers this assurance, “for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict.”
	Jesus gives them assurance. He tells them, in the face of persecution that they will endure before the end of the world, Jesus says, “it is going to be okay.” He reassures them that they will have words that their opponents will not be able to challenge, and even then there will still be great strife, family drama, and hatred in his name, “but not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will gain your souls.”
	So, in the face of alllllll of this, the end of the world (which isn’t going to come immediately after these signs) and the persecution that will come before the signs, Jesus tells them, “all will be well. This is all going to be an opportunity for you to testify. While this is going to be awful for you, not a hair on your head will perish. It is going to be okay.”
	When we hear Gospel texts, these stories, these things that Jesus has to say, if we are not asking ourselves how it is and what it is that they are saying to us here and now as people of faith in the Year of our Lord 2025, I believe we are taking the wrong approach. 
	What does this warning of the end times and the persecution that precedes it for Jesus’ followers mean for me as a person of faith right here and right now?
1) I think this calls us to examine what is meant by persecution here and what that will look like for us:
We know that his followers did indeed face incredible persecution, that of which most, if not nearly all, Christians in America will never come even close to experiencing. Christians in America are quick to cry persecution when Starbucks doesn’t decorate their cup with explicitly Christian symbols and someone wishes Happy Holidays instead of Merry Christmas. When the reality is that there are, indeed, Christians being put to death around the world because of their beliefs, BUT ALSO, our neighbors are being starved, ripped from families, and persecuted in the name of that very Christianity we feel is under attack. 
2) It calls us to again sift through some of the noise to hear the assurance that Jesus gives them. 
Jesus tells them, that in the face of their persecution, and us in the face perceived persecution we might experience, that all will be well. Not a hair on their heads will perish and by their endurance they will gain their souls. But not only that. Jesus not only tells them that all will be well, and that he will give them the words they need, but that this is an opportunity. In the face of all of this, the persecution that is to come before any of the signs of the end times, this is an opportunity. And not just an opportunity, but an opportunity to testify. 
And what is it that they testify to? The very power of Jesus name. That is the grounds on which they will be persecuted and that is the truth to which they are to testify. The very power of the name of Christ and alllllll that comes with it. 
	And that is our truth, too. As people of faith we hold fast to the promise of God’s immeasurable love for us. But we hold fast not to keep it for ourselves, but to share it with all of God’s children. In a time when the word of God, the promise of Christ’s love for all of God’s children, is being twisted and weaponized to beat down our neighbor who might not look like, might not act like, or may not live like us, as people of God we are called to testify to the truth that the only time Jesus used the word hate is when he tells his followers not to. 
	People of God, quite frankly, in the context of a Gospel text that speaks of the end times and the persecution that Jesus’ disciples will experience before it happens, as Christians in America we have it pretty good. And, quite honestly, it would do us as individuals, but also us as a the church to stop looking for ways that it is bad for us, and start looking for ways that we can make it better for those who have it a whole lot worse.
Thanks be to God. AMEN
Hymn of the Day		         		“How Firm a Foundation”	       	        	          #796 vss 1-2, 4
Apostle’s Creed




Prayers
Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
God of roots and branches, defend the leaders of your church as they proclaim the gospel using discernment, wisdom, and brave testimony. Keep all the baptized on righteous paths in response to Christ’s call. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of roaring seas, in a world of earthquake, famine, and plague, use your mighty power to nurture the land and all that lives upon it. Restore peoples and places experiencing natural disasters (especially). Strengthen organizations who provide aid to any in crisis. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of victory, among quests for power, guide those in government, courts, law enforcement agencies, and the military. Turn them from war and violence to actions of care that build up the common good. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of healing, where injustice and exploitation result in populations that are marginalized or underserved, accompany those abandoned by friends, hurt by family, and harmed by violence or oppression. Care for all who are ill, anxious, or in pain of any kind. We pray especially for Sally, Margaret, Curt, Greg, Dylan, Damian, Becky, Dawn, Grady and Jace, Clarice, Steve, Kathy, Val, Cherri, Peggy, John, Judy, Betty, Steve and Jean, Steve and Deb, Maryssa and AJ, Mike and Deb, Don and Sandy, Keith and JoJo,  Tom and Kay, Sherm and Mary, Dan and Sharon.. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of new songs, in a congregation of faithful believers, energize us for compassionate service and delight us through worship and inspired prayer. Encourage your people in building equitable community where all are valued. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of every generation, we remember the saints with steadfast love and faithfulness (especially). Confident in Christ’s victory over death, may we be inspired by the example of the faithful. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
Peace
Offering and Offertory Prayer
God of healing and hope,
you bless those who are hungry,
promising to fill them with good things.
Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts.
Nourish us with the abundance of your feast
and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior,
now and forever.
Amen.
Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer (On the Screens)
Communion Distribution (Songs on the Screens)
Post Communion Blessing and Prayer

God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of heaven
that gives life to the world.
Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, send us out to gather your good gifts for all who
hunger and thirst, and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name.
Amen.
Blessing
The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you,
God the Son save you,
and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead.
The holy Trinity bless you ☩
and grant you a faithful and courageous heart
now and forever.
Amen.
Sending Hymn				   “When Peace Like a River”			      	#785
Sending
Go in peace. Share the harvest!
Okay! We will! Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
And all of Good Shepherd said,
“AMEN” 
Good Shepherd Prayer requests and things to know about for this week at the time of printing:
Pray for the family of Bob Hodges as they grieve his death. Bob passed away early last Saturday morning. Arrangements for Bob’s services are still being made.

At last Sunday’s Congregation Meeting, use of the Capital Campaign line of credit was approved in order to finance the necessary upgrades/updates/repairs to the HVAC system. Total cost for all projects is $54,400 and we have already received $13,500 toward those efforts. If you would like to make a contribution to the HVAC upgrades/updates/repairs we are graciously accepting those gifts at this time!
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